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17  Holiday Party & Elections
Rockville Civic Center Mansion

MARCH
21-22 Spring Drivers’ School,
Summit Point Raceway

APRIL
25  Highway Safety School
26 Drivers' School — Jefferson Circuit

JULY

12-19 Pittsburg Vintage Grand Prix (featured marque — BMW)
BMW CCA/BMW NA Sponsorship. Includes BMW CCA
Club Race for vintage BMWSs (2002 and older)

AUGUST
1-2  Drivers' School — Jefferson Circuit
16-22 Oktoberfest ‘98, Orlando, FL

OCTOBER
17-18 Fall Drivers’ School — Summit Point Raceway

BMW CCA

¢

For the Latest Info, Call the Club Hotline: (301) 230-9BMW
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PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

There are others of you volunteers, too numerous to mention (whata nice
problem to have!), who also have my gratitude. In particular I think of
Duane Collie, who very graciously did all the calling and legwork, including
getting sponsorship, to obtain two great collapsible canopies to enhance our
outdoor activities. You did a great job, Duane!

I can only say I hope more of you support the Chapter as much next year.
We'd like to see even more “silent” Chapter members out there taking full
advantage of those annual dues sent into National. Remember, if you don't
step forward to tell us what you’d like to have the Chapter do with them,

the Board will be more than happy to spend them on wonderful activities
attended by just a handful of loyal, event-attending members.

I hope to see all of you at the Holiday Party in January (Remember to RSVP).
Until then, sometime take a drive on a clear night with the top open and the
heater full on to enjoy the moon and the stars (and maybe Mir?!?).

Jenny r-"'"u
&

der Bayerische
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Election '97 Candidate Statements and Ballot

For President: David Lassalle

I have been active with the National Capital Chapter for eight years.

I have been Autocross Chairman for last several years, Autocross
Chairperson for Octoberfest and have been the Treasurer for the last
two years. We have sponsored some great events in the last several
years and I would like to make sure that we see this continue to grow.
As President my main objective would be catering to the Club
members making sure that we hold quality events that cater to a wide
variety of interests. [ would also like to get more members involved in
events that they are interested in.

For Vice President: Susan Bryan

[ have enjoyed my first year as Vice President. While this was my first
elective office in seventeen years of membership, I have remained
active as a drivers’ school instructor and owner of three BMWs (still
including my first, a 1982 320i with 185,000 miles).

My primary goal has been to ensure that we, your Board of Directors,
meet the needs of @// members. Our bylaws ensure that the Chapter
operates in the best interests of the membership, and I chaired the
committee to revise them substantially for the first time in twenty
years. With your help and your vote, T will continue to pursue your
interests as Vice President of your Chapter.

For Treasurer: Al Zavala

[ have been an active BMWCCA NCC member for 12 years, serving most
recently as Drivers’ School Coordinator for several years. As Treasurer

I will strive to maintain a solid financial position for our Chapter, while
providing more worthwhile events, Club discounts and driving activities.
A club’s most valuable assets are its members. I would like to see more
of the 2,600 people in our Chapter come out to events and be more
active!

For Secretary: Charlotte LaQui

The current secretary proposes to run again for the office of Secretary.

Bylaws: See Nov/Dec '97 dB.

The Official Ballot

Please select one person for each position.
Write-in candidates must give their consent

and signature.
For President
0 David Lassalle
Q Other (signature)

For Vice-President

Q Susan Bryan
[ Other (signature)

Qacept 4. CLUB 05: G-
Q Reject Mﬂeﬁ

Your Name Membership#

Please photocopy this ballot and bring the completed
form to the Holiday Party or mail to:

Elections

BMW CCA NCC

P.0. Box 685

Arlington, VA 22216

January/February der Bayerische 3
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National Election Candidate Statements

The BMW Car Club of America is currently holding its election to fill
the positions on the National Board. The cover of the January, 1998
issue of the Roundel has a “return label” which authorizes your ballot
(Note that this is used for the National Board elections and not for the

Chapter’s election.). Inside the January Roundel you'll find election

Leo Newland

I'm Leo Newland and I am seeking election as your
Executive Vice President. This position requires
experience. I have that experience, and [ want to
work the next two years continuing the growth and
improvement of our extraordinary Club! Since 1990,
I have been the South Central Regional Vice President
and actively involved in BMW CCA operations and
management through my service on the Budget
Committee (five years), along with Tamara Hull,
CCA Treasurer.

As Regional VP, I've written a summary of each
National Board Meeting for the region’s Chapter
newsletters entitled News from National. To minimize
the Chapter Newsletter Editor’s job, I provided the
article electronically, and published it on CCA's World
Wide Web Page. As an active chapter member, [
attend meetings and events, organize tours, and just
have FUN... since that's what it’s all about!

During my tenure, we’'ve turned losses into profits
that have been returned to the membership through

avariety of chapter programs; purchased office facili-

ties in Cambridge; increased membership rebates to
chapters, begun driver school instructor training,
and improved the quality and size of the Roundel.
Torganized the first Chapter Editors Newsletter
Workshop and the Driver’s School Conference in
Dallas. I promoted getting CCA ‘online’ electronically
and helped author CCA's Web Page on the Internet.
You can visit my web page at:

http://geowww geo.tcu.edu/faculty/newland html

Since 1977 I've attended, and from ‘90 to ‘97
organized, BMW's Nurburgring Driving School
(Germany) for CCA members. | have seen CCAs
participation in this wonderful, International event
increase from about 20 students in 1990 to more
than 70 this year.

My sincere thanks to Tammi Hull for nominating
me for Executive Vice President and to you for
your VOTE. Working together, we will maintain
experienced leadership and have even more fun!

I look forward to working for you and your chapter
during the next two years.

Leo Newland

January/February

Leif Anderberg

Please permit me to introduce myself. My name is
Leif Anderberg and I am running for the position of
Executive Vice President. | have been active in the
BMW Club community since September of 1969 —
(my BMW CCA membership number is 154). | have
been a die-hard BMW enthusiast all these years and
as a matter of fact, my business card reads: “BMW
Fanatic Extra Ordinaire”. The International Council
of BMW Clubs was kind enough to award the
“Friends of the Marques Award” in 1996, one of 17
people so honored.

The position of Executive Vice President takes experi-
ence and I believe [ am able to provide that. | have
been the Chief Coordinator of the Los Angeles
Chapter’s twice-yearly driving school since 1976, In
the early eighties T was the BMW CCA Pacific Region
Vice President (then called the Pacific Zone
Governor) for several years. 1 am also one of the
founders of the Los Angeles Club, which started back
in April of 1970. I have been on the LA Club's Board
of Directors since its inception, serving in virtually
every position, including several terms as President.

[ was also one of the driving forces behind the merger
of the BMW CCA and the Los Angeles ACA.

My main reason for running for office is that re-cycling
the same Board Members into different positions is
not in the best interest of the Club. “New Blood” and
new ideas are beneficial to the Club and to Club-life.
At the same time, experience and understanding of
the Club’s history is a valuable asset. I can provide
both a new perspective on the Board as well as
knowledge of the past.

I am grateful to Michel Potheau, one of the original
founders of the BMW CCA, for nominating me for the
office of Executive Vice President. | am semi-retired
and I have the time and energy to pursue all the
duties of the Vice President position. I welcome your
ideas, comments and suggestions, either by phone:
626-968-7755, by fax: 626-333-3130 or by e-mail;
H26C@aol com.

I appreciate your support and your vole,

Leif Anderberg

der Bayerische
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ballots as well as the ‘candidacy statements’. Read the candidacy state-
ments and PLEASE VOTE! It is important for you to exercise your right,
and have a say in who governs your Club. The following are statements
for candidates for the position of Executive Vice President:

For Executive Vice President

John Sullivan

BMW CCA has been an integral part of my life since
1986. As a retired executive, I will dedicate a substan-
tial amount of time to the Club. As past President of
the Boston Chapter and as National Membership
Coordinator, I have developed strong personal
relationships with National and Regjonal Officers

as well as with the National Office Staff I am a
motivated leader with a demonstrated ability to work
well as a team player.

During my 8-year tenure as President, Vice President,
and Director of the Boston Chapter, membership
increased by over 15%. The Chapter returned to fiscal
stability through increased activity sponsorship and
newsletter advertising. We hosted a very successful
Oktoberfest ‘94, at which the Chapter received a
Pirelli Charitable Service Award.

In my current role as the National Membership
Coordinator, membership has been driven to new
heights, growing over 20% since I started in the
position in January 1995.

I have taken the initiative in developing and imple-
menting new programs. As your Executive Vice
President I would work hard to enhance and revise
many of the BMW CCA Programs for the benefit of
the membership. Some of my ideas follow:

» (ktoberfest has grown into a massive undertaking,
which typically overburdens local Chapters resulting
in “burnout” of key Chapter members. It is time to
consider hiring a Professional to oversee this
important event.

» Expand our National Technical Service Advisor
Program to include a greater number of vehicle-
specific Technical Advisors.

= Develop and implement a standardized National
Instructor Program for Driver and Safety School
instructors benefiting both students and instructors
with consistency between chapters.

It would be my pleasure to serve as your Executive
Vice President of BMW CCA. I thank you in advance
for your vote.

Jobn Sullivan
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ShortStrokes

FREE
DRIVERS’ SCHOOL!!!

We need workers at our Drivers' Schools. As an
incentive, here’s our Free for Three deal:
. S ok i s e Work three drivers’ school days and receive a day’s free
ing traffic. Any car abemaﬂmhoidspmd triggers the on-board video - enrollment in a future school!!! But there’s a catch:
equipment to record either the DOT number on the sides of trucks or you must pre-register to work with Registrar Gary
records the rear nmpm of cars. Notices will then be issued to the Ketner (410) 715.9317. Act soon... only a handful
egistered owners of vehicles. Recorded evidence can be used as court of workers are needed for each school.
evidence, too. This will not be a stealth program — Beltway signs will
alert motorists that Aggressive Driver Imaging is being conducted in the
area. Although currently just an experimental program, Maryland State
Police are considering asking the General Assembly for authority to
issue citations. Smile!

* If you're a Maryland motorist and your insurance has lapsed

and you're driving around, beware! Hoping to reduce the number of
motorists who drive uninsured, the state Motor Vehicle Administration

4 der Bayerische January/February
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY PAIITY AND 1998 BOARD MEMBER ELECTION

Saturday, 17 January 1998 area’s finest caterers and promises to be quite Mandatory R.S.V.P. with name, member-
Rockville Civic Center Mansion delicious. If you made it o last year’s event you ~ ship number, and number of people
Time: 7:00 pm — Midnight will recall the tumout was overwhelming and for ~ coming, via E-mail to m3early@aol.com
this reason we will have 2 Mandatory RS.V.P.  or leave a message on the

Like myself, T am sure you can not believe that (The mansion has a capacity of 225 so we will machine 410-715-9317.
1997 has passed and 1998 is just around the take reservations on a first come first serve basis.)
corner. But it is and that means we have a whole Wewi]lbechargmgﬂl)perpemon(chﬂdm Directions are available by calling the
year of events to talk about , board members and  under 10 are free) to help defray our Mansion directly at 301-309-3007.
volunteers to thank, and of course a little car talk. expem Thepattywnllbeﬁ!O&bulﬂms
We have secured a beautiful mansion located in ﬂmmshmmnﬂempmmﬂlemmyvaluable
Rockville. The food will be provided by one of the  antiques and carpets.
SPRING DRIVERS’ SCHOOL HIGHWAY SAFETY SCHOOL NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER
Saturday-Sunday, 21-22 March 1998 Saturday, 25 April 1998 DRIVERS’ SCHOOL
Summit Point Raceway, WV Jefferson Circuit Sunday, 26 April 1998
Time: 7:00am Summit Point Raceway, WV Jefferson Circuit

- Time 7:30 am Summit Point Raceway, WV
Well, it’'s only January and already we're thinking; Time: 7:00am
Drivers’ School! (or maybe, it's only January, Join us at Summit Point Raceway’s Jefferson
when’s that first drivers’ school ever gonna get ~ Circuit for our annual Highway Safety School. ~ Well, it's spring, and what you want to be doing
here?!?!). Well, Spring is on the way and that ~ This car-control clinic is only offered once a is tromping around in the back yard, right?
means driving! Come out and join your fellow  year and is an excellent way to learn why Heck no! You'd rather be at a Drivers’ School!

Chapter members as we kick off the 1998
Driving Season at our Spring Drivers’ School.
The venue is the big track at Summit Point
Raceway and the goal is for you to learn more
about your BMW (and have some fun, too).
This is a two-day event and we won't be on the
big track again til October, so this one will fill
up fast. Find the application, fill it out, and
mail it in Pronto!. Questions? Contact the
Drivers’ School Registrar, Gary Ketner, at
(410) 715-9317, evenings til 9:59, please.

BMWs are such great-handling cars. If you're
planning to attend a drivers’ school or autocross
for the first time this is an ideal way to start off
— it’s low speed and you'll receive top-notch
individual instruction covering all aspects of
BMW control. Even if you're an old hand at
driving, you'll learn something new about your
car or yourself, guaranteed! And it’s loads of
fun, too! And why not make it an exciting
weekend by signing up for the drivers' school
the next day? You'll get to immediately put to
practice all your newly-acquired skills. And why
not sign up your loved one or the new driver in
the house while you're at it? See the application
in this issue, fill it out and send it in!

Questions? Contact the Drivers’ School
Registrar, Gary Ketner, at (410) 715-9317
evenings til 9:59 please.

Come join your fellow Chapter members at our
Jefferson Circuit Drivers’ School at Summit
Point Raceway and have some fun — the spring
planting can wait. And, if you've attended the
previous day’s Highway Safety School, this is an
ideal way to immediately “stretch out” and
apply your newly-acquired driving skills. See
the application form in this issue. Questions?
Contact Gary Ketner, Drivers’ School Registrar,
at (410) 715-9317 evenings til 9:59.

Directions to Summit Point Raceway. From No. VA, take the Dulles Toll Road, Rte. 267, west and continue onto the Dulles Greenway to Leesburg.
Exit onto Rte. 7W towards Winchester. Exit onto US 340 towards Charles Town. At about 1/2 mile, turn left onto Rie. 611 and follow into Summit
Point, WV, Turn left at the “T” onto Summit Point Rd. The track is about 1/2 mile on your left (Speed Limit 30mph!). Follow signs to Paddock.
From Baltimore, take [70West to US 340 West. Continue on US 340 into Charles Town, WV, Continue straight onto Rie. 51 West in Charles Town.
Bear left (go straightest) at the three-way stop intersection onto Summit Point Rd. The track is about 8 miles on your lefi. Follow signs to Paddock.

der Bayerische
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&= BMW CCA NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER
S’ DRIVERS’ SCHOOL APPLICATION

S

* Applications must be submitted in writing on this form and must be postmarked at least 7 days prior to the event. Include copies of the
applicant’s driver's license and proof of insurance (such as state insurance card) with the application. Priority will be given to BMW CCA
members based on date of postmark. Non-members will be admitted to space available three weeks before the event. One applicant per
form; photocopy as needed.

* Drivers must have a full, valid driver's license. If under 18, a nolarized parental permission form (supplied) is required. One student per car
is strongly recommended. Student familiarity with the car is essential. For the March, August, and October events, first-time students
may reqister for Saturday or for both days, but may not register for Sunday only.

* Cars must be insured, street-legal, and quiet and must have a passenger seat. Functional, securely-attached lap and shoulder belts are
required for both front seats. The front seats must have equal restraint systems (for example, if the driver has a five-point harness available,
so must the passenger).

» Convertibles, motorcycles and rental cars are not allowed; trucks, SUVs and vans are allowed in Highway Safety School only.

* Inspection. All cars must be inspected by a qualified service facility before the event. A properly completed tech inspection form (supplied)
must be presented at the track. It is your responsibility to insure that your car is safe and roadworthy.

e Helmets. Full face helmets with a Snell SA90 or SA95 rating are strongly recommended. The minimum acceptabie ratings are Sneil M0
or M95. The Snell rating will be found inside the helmet. The Chapter does not supply helmets,

* Prior approval is required for students intending to share cars and for changes in car type after registration.
The Chapter reserves the right to decline entry to any individual and to any vehicle deemed unsafe or unsuitable for track use.

Indicate school(s) below:
21-22 March $250 0 both days / $175 Q first or 0 second day  three weeks, refunds or credit will be given only if your place

25-26 April (Jefferson Circuit) is filled from the waiting list. No refunds or credit will be
$95 01 Saturday Highway Safety School given for cancellations within three days of an event.
$125 (1 Sunday Drivers’ School Include a self-addressed business envelope with $1.24 postage.
1-2 August (Jefferson Circuit) Questions? Contact Gary Ketner at (410) 715-9317 evenings

$195 01 both days / $125 0 first or () second day imaiam. |
17-18 October $250 01 both days / $175 O first or 1 second day  ake check payable to: National Capital Chapter, BMW CCA

Non-members add $35 per day. Add $25 if application is Mail to: Drivers’ School

mailed within 3 weeks of the event. Refunds (less a $25 BMW CCA NCC

cancellation fee) will be given for cancellations made three c/o Gary Ketner

weeks or more before the event. Credit for a later school can 10965 Shadow Lane

be taken in lieu of a refund. For cancellations made within Columbia, MD 21044

Name Membership #

Address 2 Check here if new address
City State Zip Chapter

Phone (Work) (Home) E-mail

Car Make Year Model Color

Workers and crew are welcome...however students MAY NOT give rides.
Let us know if you are bringing someone who may help cornerwork!! Thank you!
And don’t forget our three for one deal. Cornerwork any three track days and get a day at the track as a student FREE!!!*
* You must preregister to cornerwork with Gary Ketner.

Experience — List number and location of all previous Drivers' Schools you have attended as a student. Indicate previous Summit Point experience.
If no experience, state“None”.

Please photocopy from magazine. Revised 12/97
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«New Member Par
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) by Mike Gayle

evening of fun, food, car talk and an opportunity to meet some “old hands” that have

been in the Club for awhile. The efforts and extreme patience of the Passport staff, spear-
headed by Ron Marchman, that volunteered their time on that Saturday, August 9th, did not go
unnoticed. The fantastic facilities and friendly passport staff consisting of Ron and the Parts
Department gang were great! Mr. Everett Hellmuth, owner of Passport
BMW, is truly an enthusiast himself to allow 30-40 BMW “fanatics”
onto the hallowed grounds of the” store” after hours, too bad the
Dakar Yellow 11 Z3 had not arrived yet for us to drool over. But, the
M3, 528i, and Z3 2,8 on the showroom floor were enough. The
evening started with a fantastic buffet... shrimp, chicken wings, sand-
wiches, veggies, dip and desserts to die for. People are still trying to
figure out how I got all that food in my coupe. All the newbies began
to arrive about 7:00 pm and we “closed” the place down at 10:30 pm.
A few board members were there, Dave Lassalle, our Treasurer
and Autocross guru; Dwight Derr, @B Editor and driving instructor
extraordinaire; Dave Apker, outgoing Driving School Coordinator,
Mike Dulisse, Membership co-chair; and yours truly. Everyone
pitched in to make this a great “Welcome to the Fold” event.
Each of the board members spoke about their duties as volunteers
in the nation’s second largest Chapter of the BMW CCA, whose
numbers are exploding. With the number of sales just this year,

! I1 the new and prospective members of the National Capital Chapter gathered for an

der Bayerische January/February



at Passport BM

. hevin Hemry
Cr Angela -"_""."Jﬂﬂﬂ

we believe our goal of 3,000
members in the Chapter will be
realized by the end of 1999. At
the National level, the 50,000
mark may be surpassed by the
end of 2000, our current mem-
bership is just over 48,000. But
oy GRS enough about membership,
what about the party? After all
the talking, and crawling in and out of the cars on the showroom
floor, the Parts Department opened for the exclusive sale of coveted
BMW paraphernalia at 20% off. The line ended up on the showroom
floor. The Under Ground Upgraders had a field day, but how did they
sneak all those parts into the house? Finally, it was time for the door
prizes. The folks at Passport donated tire certificates for the lucky
winners and we got to give away a BMW watch. The time seemed to
fly by and the evening was over. Plans are already underway for an
even bigger event next year. This event will be open to those members
that joined the Club since August of 1997. Will you be there? T hope so.
See you next year. A special thanks to Dave Lassalle, Dave Apker, Dwight
Derr and Mike Dulisse without them we would not have been able to
make this event a success for the “Newbies” and Passport BMW.
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Bavarian |
Cream ( ed) b

by Gary W. Allen

olks who know me well know that my pride and joy,
mechanically speaking at least, is my 1972 Bavaria.

For those of you who don't (or can’t, or would
rather not) remember the 1970’s, the Bavaria
sprang from the fertile imagination of then-
importer/impresario Max Hoffman, not long

* after he suggested the larger 2000-series engine
be put into the 1600-series body and the results
shipped to America as the 2002. His next Better
Idea was to take the slow-selling four-door, six-
cylinder 2500, put the larger 2.8/3.0 liter engine
from the equally-slow-selling 2800 in it, drop
the price below either of its parents, and call

the resulting US-only hybrid the Bavaria.
Introductory ads in 1971 car magazines
trumpeted, “Six cylinders! 130mph! $4,995!
Wundercar!" And so it was, to my eyes, Asa
struggling law student driving a 67 Saab Monte
Carlo V4 back then, I could tell the Bavaria was
from another dimension of automobile reality.

A year or so later with law school behind and a
reliable Government paycheck for support, 1
bought one brand-spanking new on October 6,
1972 from VOB in Bethesda for the then-pricely
sum of $6,650. Twas young and life was simple,
four months out of law school and six months
married to my wonderful wife Marie, who had

10

not yet learned to say no to my cow-eyed decla-
ration of vehicular longing — and twenty-five
years later still hasn't, really. And so what

...the snout
of a Camaro
suddenly appeared
dead abead as its
driver tried to ford
left to right across
all six lanes
of traffic...
might have been the beginnings of a downpay-
ment on her dream house went into our
Autobahn bomber instead. I was so intogicated
with it that I didn’t even put a radio in the car

for three years, happily listening to the sonorous

der Bayerische

sounds of that incomparable Bavarian six.

It served us faithfully over the years, bringing all
three of our babies home from the hospital and
never leaving me by the side of the road. Its
stellar handling enabled me to turn a potential
disaster of my own making into just another
good story, when I dodged a Toyota that had
stopped in front of me while I fiddled with the
tape deck by sliding sideways off a South
Carolina highway at about 60 mph, taking out
a mailbox with the right rear door, and then
regaining the highway and coming to a safe
stop. Brady, who's now in college, slept peace-
fully through his father’s folly in his bassinet in
the back seat. You gotta love a car that saves
your bacon — and your family.

There were, of course some years of benign
neglect occasionally by other priorities along the
way. The beautiful fjord clearcoat paint, which
sat exposed to the elements for the five years,
crazed badly and was repainted twice under
warranty; the second time, I gave up on the
factory finish and had it done with regular old
DuPont ice-blue paint. A44444ANd that chalked.
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The third effort, on my nickel and protected by a
garage at last, has done fine except for the
indignations visited upon it by various kid-bike
tipovers and even a falling bedframe.
Mechanically, there were never any major prob-
lems except for the Waterpump-of-the-month
Club, and T got pretty good at changing those. I
did tire of changing cooling-fan clutches — only
the Germans could think up such a wonderfully
complex device for so simple a task — and so put
on an electric “helper” fan which brought me
about ten minutes in serious traffic before the
temperature gauge moved into the Warped-Head
Zone. Otherwise, the car stayed on light duty
and gradually rolled up a modest 120,000 miles
as minivans and Japanese did the yeoman haul-
ing for our family.

Having a Bavarian garage ornament as our
family driver pool expanded to four seemed
illogical, so over the last five vears a series of
major financial infusions, totaling well more
than original purchase price, gradually brought
the Blue Max back to dailv-driver status. First,
new pads, rotors and calipers all around, follow-
ing an episode in which I drove it back from my
25th high school reunion in Columbus with
brakes so bad that I vowed to touch the brake
pedal only in an emergency and, in 538 miles,
never had to. Then, upon rejoining BMW CCA
after a ten-year hiatus, | was perusing my first
Roundel for Weber carburetors and found some
that happened to have this great rebuilt motor
attached, In a touching demonstration of either
Profound Club-Member Trust (according to me)
or early dementia (according to Marie), I
bought it sight-unseen FOB Minneapolis. And
finally, last fall, a new heater core, so the
windows would not fog to Instrument Flight
Rules from the inside out, and permanent fix to
its perennial overheating in traffic by a 535
cooling system upgrade. Thus in November

the BMW with the vanity plate “10WNR 72"
rejoined the cut and thrust of occasional
commuting into D.C., bearing its years and
mileage considerably better than its balding
(but smiling) driver.

One evening in early December [ was heading
home a bit late, driving south through Old

Town Alexandria in the curb/HOV lane as the
rest of the homeward traffic clotted in the left
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two lanes. As I clipped along my empty lane,
marvelling at those lined up sheep-like to my
immediate left, the snout of a Camaro suddenly
appeared dead ahead as its driver tried to ford
left to right across all six lanes of traffic. There
was barely time to slam on the brakes and
throw the wheel to the right; then the left half
of the Bavaria's front grille and left fender
slammed into the right front end of the Chevy.
The angled impact threw me and my carpool-

...the left half
of the Bavaria’s
front grille
and left fender
slammed into

the right
front end of
the Chevy...

mate hard against our seatbelts, and the view
through the windshield as glittering glass, strips
of '70s crome and chunks of pride went flying
every whichway reminded me of 2 NASCAR
race-cam shot. It all, as they say, happened

s fast.
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Thankfully, we were all unscathed and climbed
out to begin the After-Accident Ritual. The other
driver, a county schools custodian, immediately
admitted fault and started asking me questions
about the Bimmer. Turned out he details cars
in his spare time, and his '87 Camaro was — or
had been — in pristine shape too. When he
realized that he’d hit someone’s “pet” car, I
thought I was going to have to console him.
“Boy,” he said sadly, “it really got creamed.”
Indeed it did. The hood was buckled, the
fender was smashed back into the tire; and

the left half of the grille and bumber were
thoroughly trashed.

The next morning I retrieved a few overlooked
belongings from the car as it sat forlornly in a
muddy storage lot, far from its accustomed
heated garage. How much sense, [ wondered,
had it really made to put this car back in harm’s
way as daily driver? While it's precious to me, I
had no illusions about the modest market value
of this {or any) Bavaria, and wondered whether
I could convince the other guy’s insurer to
spend something probably well in excess of that,
For that matter, was | sure that [ wanted it fixed?
Maybe this was the time to grab the cash, strap
on a ‘chute, and do a D.B, Cooper out of the
back of the plane. 1 could always troll for
something like that lovely 535 I'd driven south
for my brother-in-law a couple of months before
and have the downpayment already covered.

Such dolorous thoughts soon passed. I exorcised
them by writing a condensed version of this
missive to my e-mail friends at the office, and
then sent it — along with copies of all my gilt-
edged J&F Motors work orders — to the insurance
company. To their credit, their response was,
“Help us find the parts, and we'll fix your car.”
And so 2 new saga began.

Most people wouldn't understand fixing up a
25-year-old non-classic, non-concours car.

But I'll bet that you do. Oh, I know it's just a
Bavaria, but that Bimmer and I have a lotta
miles and maybe a few more left in us. I'd like
to do them together.
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E-36 Balljoint
False Alarm

by Frank Shultz,
Reprinted from the “Gemutlichkeit”

Aweek ago the independent BMW garage (where
T bought new tires) looked at the balljoints, saw
1/8" vertical play and said, “get them replaced
under warranty.” Later...the authorized BMW

dealer said “the joint is OK, because no side play”

and showed me another ‘92 model which had
similar vertical play. I wasn't convinced until we
looked at a brand new balljoint.

The E36 (current 3-series) balljoints are unusual
in that the lower part (socket part) is not con-
nected directly to the lower control arm. Rather
it is suspended in rubber surrounded by a metal
cup. The metal cup is the part which connects
to the lower control arm (I think it’s presssed in
tothe arm.) Only after examining a brand new
balljoint (by using large Channel-lock® pliers to
squeeze the ball part into the socket) we
discovered that it doesn't take much force to
compress the rubber, and what looks like
“balljoint looseness” on the car is really due to
the rubber being compressed.

Remember that these rubber mounts support the
full front weight of the car, so keep an eye out for
cracks in the rubber! All this relates to an earlier
problem of the car tramlining, which appear to
have been cured by new tires (Yokohama A509s).
I was told by an autocrosser that the original
Goodyears wear down and expose a harder
rubber which no longer ‘conforms’ to irregulari-
ties in the road, thus the tramlining,

Oxygen Sensors

by Tom Curella, Boston Chapler
Reprinted from Die Zeitung

[ am going to explain what an oxygen sensor is,
how it works, for how long and why you want it
in your car. The 02 sensor’s function is to keep
the engine control computer in tune, so it can
make the necessary fuel mixture adjustments to
maintain the ideal/fuel mixture. This mixture
reduces fuel consumption and allows the
catalytic converter to work more efficiently to
reduce pollution.
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How does it work? It is mounted in the exhaust
system, usually just ahead of the catalytic con-
verter and muffler There is a hollow internal
element made of zirconium dioxide (Zr0:) which
is coated inside and out with a thin layer of
micro-porous platinum. The wire from the sen-
sor connects the element’s inside layer of plat-
inum to the computer. The action involved is
similar to that of a battery,

Once the Zr(:: reaches about 600°F, it becomes
electrically conductive and attracts negatively
charged ions of oxygen; this causes a voltage to
be produced. The voltage is always small, never
exceeding about 1,300 millivolts (mV). When
the computer receives a signal of less than
450mV, it recognizes a lean (not enough fuel)
condition. If it receives more than 450mV, it
registers 4 rich (too much fuel) condition. Either
way it corrects for the ideal mixture about 60
times per second.

It is important to remember that the sensor will
not work until it reaches 600°F If the car runs

poorly when first started, it is not the fault of the
02 sensor. Something else is the cause.

Early on, car makers recommended replacement
every 30,000 miles. Experience has shown that
many lasted much longer — two to three times
that. Replacement intervals were lengthened or
eliminated altogether. Many, however, do fail
sooner or later from contamination or damage.

The biggest enemy of the sensor is contamina-
tion. Lead, silicone, oil ash, carbon or anything
that coats the platinum will affect its operation
causing its response to be sluggish or to stop
working altogether. Silicone comes from silicone
seal (used to help gaskets seal), or from
antifreeze getting into the combustion chamber.

Expect sensor failure after a head gasket problem.
Deposits often can be burned off; however, some-
times there can be a melting effect where the
deposits become a shiny coating that can never
burn off. It is not always so easy to tell for
certain whether or not it is still doing its impor-
tant job. The oxygen sensor is a great little
device. Your car will not run better or faster by
disconnecting a good one. It works to keep the
catalytic converter performing. Together these
help to keep the air we breathe a little cleaner. If
your car is not running well, take it to one of the
many Motorsport advertisers who know how to
test your fuel system and fix it “right.”
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E-30 Intermittent
Speedometer \

by Pred Dudek, CT Valley Chapler
Reprinted from Die Zeitung

On 4 recent trip taken a few months ago, my
speedometer suddenly became intermittent,

fluctuating wildly, and finally becoming non \
working. The MPG display also ceased function-

ing. This was after approximately 300 miles of a

400 mile trip. A lunch stop was taken, and after :
hitting the road again, the speedometer was

working fine. The return trip several days later

was without incident. Several weeks later the
speedometer would act the same way, and

eventually quit. Again, after short stops, the

speedometer would again function properly, but

only for short spurts of time. Finally, the unit

failed to function at all.

Everything [ read indicated a bad electronics
board (instrument cluster). Correction of the
problem involved removing the instrument
cluster from the dash, and re-flowing the solder
connections on the board. Since I did not look
forward to tearing into my dash, I wanted to
pursue all other options available to me. My
research found that there is a speed sensor on the
differential with a plug in connector, and sealed
with a rubber boot. Access was very easy from the
rear of the car. Upon removal of the weather-
proof rubber boot, water flowed out like a faucet.
The water caused the electrical connection to
short out and the intermittent operation. Once
dried, cleaned and reassembled, the speedometer
functions just fine, as well as the MPG indicator.

The lesson learned is to check all the easy items

first. For the speedometer problems, I recom-

mend checking the fuse first, the differential :
connection second (including the sensor itself),

the wiring to the sensor, and finally, the instru-

ment cluster speedometer board. All speedometer

problems may not be cured by this procedure, but

I believe this is the best step-by-step trouble-

shooting procedure.
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THE PIRELLI P7000 SUPERSPORT.
THE SUREST WAY TO DISCOVER
YOUR CARS HIDDEN NATURE.
P7000 SUPERSPORT | Aol

= Ultra high performance with
all-season versatility

« Superior wet and dry
handling

* Quiet and

comfortable ride
» “Z" speed rated
(over 149 mph)

FRELLt

for (luh Members
SILVER SPRING, MWD'

301 585-2740

Please call for directions.

AUTODYNAMICS OF MARYLAND
15862 Somerville Drive
Rockville, Maryland 20855

| 301-948-4744 I

Your BMW and Audi specialist
Same location since 1974

Color Craﬁers

Collision Center
(301) 868-8840

7609 Commerce Lane
Clinton, MD 20735

Featuring:
e Computerized Frame Alignment
with laser measuring system

¢ Urethane Paint Finishes
v BMW AND GLASURIT TRAINED
/ ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
4 LTD. LIFETIME GUARANTEE

All Insurance Work Welcome! '

Free Estimates Towing Service Available

All Work Guaranteed Dealer Recommended for BMW's
** Discount to BMW Club Members with this Ad **

January/February

%) Major and Minor repairs

%) Factory recommended services
%) Regular Maintenance

@) Pre-purchase inspection

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 6:30 P.M.
One block to Shady Grove Metro

——

-

ALEXANDRIA BMW
SERVICE

435 CALVERT AVE., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22301
703-83 6-2002

ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF NTW OFF JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY

INDEPENDENT SERVICE FOR YOUR BMW

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30 A.M. TO 6:30 PM.
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Terry & Neil's

Ouahty Car ServicesLtd.

BMW U[I 1ALIST

N aecs™? AND REFINISHING, INC.

7406-7408 Westmore Road
Rockwille, MD 20850 (301) 251-9410-11

HOURS: 8:30 — 6:00
ESTIMATES: 9:00 — 5:00
Saturday By Appointment Only

We Have Expanded

We Now Offer:
s Rust Proofing Exterior Polishing
All Factory Her:-ommended Services Gisss Repairs Used Body Parts
Including During Warranty Period Interior Cleaning ~ (BMW-Mercedes-Volvo)
; i : 5 Rental Cars at Low Rates
Maintenance ® Modification ® Restoration Shuttle 1o Rocvile Metro
Two B!‘ocks North of -the e o
Rockville Metro Station s

210 N. Stonestreet Ave., Rockville, MD 20850
Call 340-8BMW For An Appointment

B MW Setting Industry Standards
The Best in

Specialists  performance Repair

We like to share our enjoyment of high performance BMWs with others. Our professional
technicians will meet your expectations.

Whether your BMW is only used for long drives in the country, the daily commute, or BMW
club events, AutoThority would like to work with you. Our technicians have extensive
experience with BMWSs and understand how to make your car perform.

vlolhonmt—

BMW SPECIALISTS

3763 Pickett Road, Fairfax, VA 22031

HOURS M-F SAM-6PM, Sat. by Appt. Only 703-323-7830 Shuttle to and from Metro

Our sister company, AutoThority Performance Engineering, offers the only line of full-range
performance software for BMW, Mazda, Nissan, Porsche, and VW. . . with thirty day, unconditional quarantee!
For product and price information. . . 703-323-0919:
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WE HEPAIR AND SERVICE
'BMWs, VOLVOs AND MERCEDES.

SINCE 1979

Baltimore Body Shop

“a fun place to do business”

889-2262

Asd o Edan v Dave Hio ks
2720 S:sson Street
(Just off the 28th Street Bridge)
Baltimore, Maryland 21211

| @ PARTS & SERVICE
B MACHINE SHOP

671-7757
.- =
Shuttle to/from Metro availablem

4076 SOUTH FOUR MILE RUN DRIVE
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22206

ARLINGTON - ALEXANDRIA - FALLS CHURCH |

B USED CAR SALES

» Knowledgeable staff

» Restoration specialists

» Free comprehensive estimates

» Meticulous collision repairs & painting

& Spoon Street
PARK:-IN-REAR

BALTIMORE
BODY SHOP

Fax your address 1o (410) 889-1043 and sta
receive our FREE newsletter which details fnfor
special offers and upcoming events mEd /

= ‘d_hh y—7 7204 South Hill Drive

\ V4 Manassas, VA v | - 4
OERACING, ~-:|  Fhk i ran

At Heishman's we make it our job to

Just like you, we’re
motorsports enthusiasts and used sales and parts. We appreci-

® . i
ﬁzchjéﬂigiﬂ'nﬁ Z?,.ﬁ:,";ﬁfs rﬁﬁﬁ{; z‘pparel; ate the support of BMW CCA in helping make us
and (new) Sparco . : .

be Washington's #1 dealer in new

: | ® #1. BMW CCA members will receive a discount of
leisurewear. We'll gladly assist m
you with selection and sizing. 15% on parts and labor at Heishman’s.
We also carry brake pads, synthetic fluids, racing
seats and accessories. And we'll help you select There is a dealer who appreciates your business.

products that match the . .
PEI};?[?HG#GE Carbon® type of driving you do— Give us the opportunity to show you.
Metallic from autocross to everyday

driving to club racing.

So when you select O G,

you choose quality and service!

A full catalog is available by phone
or on our web-site,complete with sizing

HEISHMAN

and application guidelines! Or stop by our
showroom for a first-hand look. M
VISAMG/Discover s UPS Grd/Next Day Dil, » |tams intended for racing purposes. 703-684-8500

AN54 JefTerson Davis Hwy., Arlington, VA
Tech Line: (703) 257-0009 » Orders: (800) 934-9112
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Lilplill’ld (lap’land’) region of N Europe, including the N parts of Norway.
Sweden, Finland and the NW extremity of Russia, inhabited by the Lapps.

ot Lay land

> Manty: sctlo

" Snow could still be seen ir

ver wonder what driving in other parts of the world would be like?

Are drivers in other countries becoming as aggressive as they are

here? If you haven't had an opportunity to drive overseas you may
find my experience hard to believe.

[ spent part of my vacation in Lapland, a place almost isolated from the rest
of the world, except for TV and cellular phones. (The Finns take them every-
where.) Driving there took
fonger than [ had expected,
thanks to mostly two-lane
roads that go through some of
the most scenic views you can
find in northern Europe. There
are over 60,000 lakes scattered
around the countryside and
many of them along the roads
offer a nice view and also a
place to eat. Driving in
Finland is a little
different from

driving in the U.S. The Finns are very proud of their cars
and they should be since the government has managed
to put enough tax on cars so most people can't afford
them. (The M3 is over $100,000 and the 528i is

about $70,000!) Very strict annual inspections

make sure that rust buckets and oil burners are

not being driven. And gasoline is among the

highest in Europe, over $4/gallon and rising.

Don't fool with the well-prepared
local police on their BMW.

The appreciation towards their cars starts when they
pay for their priviledge to drive. Here’s what they are
expected to pay: Driver’s license fee to police $60, first
stage basic instruction and 30 times of driving and
driving at night $960, doctor’s exam $28, written exam
and driving test $84, first stage practice on slippery roads
(1hr) $28, photos $10, second stage instruction $150, second
stage practice on slippery roads (3hrs) §74. It all comes to a total of
$1,3941! The fee is even higher in Helsinki. Notice that you do get more
training than just instructions on double parking at your local K Mart.
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Only 6204 kilometers
to New York
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On the “highways” you are amazed to find that most of the drivers are
very polite. The roads are narrow and there aren’t many long stretches
making passing seem an almost impossible job to do. But the Finns have
found a cure to that, it’s called “let’s use the whole road”concept. When
a slower car in front of you sees (and they do pay attention) that you are
anxious to get by, he politely moves half of his car on the right shoulder.
If the vehicle you're passing happens to be a truck or a bus, the driver will
signal you with 2 brief flash of the right turn signal (or a special green
passing light] to let you know that it is safe to pass (being higher they do
have better visibility). And what seems even more amazing, is that the
oncoming traffic is doing the same thing, they are moving to their right
to let you have as much of the road as possible to make that pass. It looks
like a well-practiced event.

But, there’s one part of driving in Finland I don’t like. It's their right of
way law. If there are no stop or yield signs posted at intersections, the
driver on the right always has the right of way. This is especially scary
since narrow service roads and what seem like parking lot access
roads may have the right of way. It caught me by surprise a
couple of times. The buses also have a right to pull in
front of you from their stops (which are on the shoulder
of the road) if the speed limit is 60kph or less. On
four-lane highways, the left lane is religiously left
for passing only, no matter what size your engine
is or how fast a driver you are.

Speeding tickets are another story, you just don't
want 1o get caught. The size of your ticket is
based on how much money you make. You may
get three “one-day fines”, which means that you
have to pay as much as you would make in three
days. (It may be best to quit your job before you
travel.) In general, you really need to watch more
what you're doing, don't speed and be part of the whole
driving event.

" After T got back to the city, I thought it would be nice to spend my last
week in a Z3 roadster touring the southern part of the country. The weather
was perfect for open-top driving, mid-seventies, no humidity and of course

January/February



the sun was out. T had just read that the roadsters were available for rent. So I walked to the
local Budget agent, (they are all over now) to get an idea on the rental fees. To be honest,
the company should L} ange tlwlr name in Finland. 1 didn’t expect u-ntm;, to be qmlr tins
; by Budge hrs/120miles=$200, :

/300 miles=$500, Weekend/unlimited=$700.

No thanks! Twass

get a hefty insurar u don’t have

into you. Don't forg ark the car in age after 8 pm (really), bring two

(with lots of credit available) and be or over. I ended up renting a VW Polo

more within my budget. It was a small four-door sedan with a 1.4 liter engine. Not exactly a
Z3, but I got around during my last week of seeing the sights,

It was great to get away and by the way, the timing of my vacation moved the @B deadline up
and with the help of all involved we got it out on time, bettes yet, early.

ﬁrs one brzz'e fravb!y
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C AR 0 F T HE M ONTH

by Paul Vessels

his is a continuing series in which Club members will have a But wait, there's more...... In the November/December issue of the ¢B
TL‘.hzmce to showcase their pride and joy on the pages of the @B. you'll find 4 ballot to choose from the 12 Cars of the Month, a Car of

[n turn our membership will see the variety of BMWs and the the Year. The winner will be announced and receive a prize at the
level of personalization that makes each car unique in its own right. Annual Holiday Party....You will however, have to be present to win!!

For each month this vear, we will feature a “Car of the Month™. Since this
is a bi-monthly newsletter, there will be two cars featured per issue. Again,

any car owned by a National Capital Chapter member is eligible. Just send Car of The Month
several photos of your car, along with a written description about the c/o Paul Vessels

vehicle, enclose @ self-addressed stamped envelope, if you wish to have your PO. Box 1784

photos returned. Send your submission to me at the address listed here. Washington, D.C. 20013

Car of The Month Car of The Month
January __ February

that his car was ordered through the BMW Individual Program former Social Chair Dave Born. Dave's car was purchased new in

e bring in the New Year with Mike Tolson’s 1995 525i. Mike says ebruary’s Car of The Month belongs to longtime Club member and
; { and is actually a 525i Sport edition that has all the same M options F 1988 and serves as a daily driver/business vehicle, which explains

as its big brother the 540i Sport. Some of the Euro options on this car the 313,000 miles on the odometer...yes 313,000. The car is original
include Electronic Suspension Dampening (EDC), center console VDO except for the 16” BBS Moda 1 wheels and a fresh paint job in 1996.
gauges, leather rear headrests and 18" M Parallel Sport wheels with 502 The engine and driveline have had no major or internal overhauls.
rubber. Mike has added a few other items himself to enhance the perfor- This car has been serviced using a good predictable maintenance
mance of this unique 5 series, those items include Racing Dynamics program that includes proper oil and fluid changes as well as timing
headers coupled to a B&B Triflow exhaust, a Schnitzer big bore throttle belt changes at of before the prescribed intervals. Dave is also a member
body teamed with AutoThority chip and Flow-Tech® for better breathing. of the local Ferrari Club, but says he loves his BMW and the BMW CCA
Body mods include custom rear decklid with integrated spoiler, Zeemax NCC!! Thanks Dave and we hope to see you soon.

rear window spoiler and Racing Dynamics front air dam. Brakes have
been upgraded as well to include 355mm rotors with Brembo -
calipers....Mike we hope to see you and your M525i at many of the 3@
upcoming events for 98...bring a towel to wipe up, as I'm sure some of
the members can’t wait to drool over your sled! 4
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+ ACURA - ALFA ROMEO + AUDI « AUSTIN « AUSTIN HEALY - BMW - CAPRI + CHEVROLET « COLT * COURIER * DAIHATSU « DATSUN - DODGE « EAGLE - FIAT - FIESTA

SAAB * STERLING - SUBARU - SUZUKI * TOYOTA + TRIUMPH + VOLVO « VOLKSWAGEN * YUGO +

MON.-FRL
8-6

SAT. 8:30-3:30
in MD

SAT. 8:00-3:00
in VA

ALEXANDRIA GAITHERSBURG [l COLLEGE PARK

Specializing in Bosc H Autometive Products
olympicll el LR

QUICK DELIVERIES TO WHOLESALE ACCOUNTS

WOODBRIDGE

0

703 496 0111 703 370-0850 703 560-8500 301 990-4100 301 474-1030 301 261-0077

800 787 !440 SIGRESEN-OWERAVE 2812 A8 MERAILEE DR O16GATHERROAD GIOSGREENBELTROAD 2431 CROFTON LANE
ip‘:g.l‘ 2Mila Insicle Baltway 2 Biocks From Comer of  |-270 1o sast on Grova Rd.  1/2 Mile From Beltway Of AT 3 - 1/2 Mils South

B
13851 TELEGRAPH RD., #201 Lew HWY. & Gallows Road Gaither Exit 23 AT 4
1-95 Exit Homer Road, Lett onto L W -
Talagraph Road, 172 Mile on left

COMPARE OUR LOW PRICES AND SAVE

+ H3A0H + LINVYN3H + JHOSHOd + OVILNOd » HLNOWATd - YNIHYANINIA - LO39N3d + 13d0 + NYSSIN « DI « IHSISNSLIN « HNXHIN + ABNIHINW + ZN38 S3AIDHIN

« YOZYWN « AN« SNXTT + VIONYT « HYNOYF « NZNS] « LLNIANI « IYANNAH « YONOH + 039 « QHOA +

Extraordinary
personal attention
to meet the needs of the
discerning driver. Service
by factory trained BMW experts.
Professional sernvice by
professionals. Huge parts
inventory. Car sterec.
Accessories.

Body and paint

repair specialists.

The bestin used cars.
And, of course, complete
leasing services. The ultimate
dealer for the ullimate
driving machines
Virginia dealer

license *976.

"The World of BMW and nothing less."

OF FAIRFAX
560-2300
8427 Lee Highway (at Prosperity Avenue), Fairfax, VA
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BY WOODY HAIR

The 1997 motorsports season is over, and
congratulations are in order for a number Club
members. Itisn't often that we get to talk about
Rallys, but this past October saw the SCCAs
United States Road Rally Challenge come to the
Roanoke, Virginia area. Three distinct rallies
were held on three consecutive days. Competitors
came from all over the country including
California.

The second event, known as the Trail of the
Lonesome Pine, had a 259 mile route through
the mountains of Southwest Virginia. The rally
featured brisk speeds, twisty roads, and 24 scored
controls, most of which suddenly appeared
around curves. Each control was scored to the
nearest 1/100th of a minute (0.6 seconds).
Longtime Chapter members Mike Leeper
(driving) and David Roach (navigating) finish-
ing first overall with a total error of 16 points
(that's less than 10 seconds folks!). Their car of
choice for this rally was David’s 325ix, known
affectionately as Elmo. Congratulations guys.

We had six class champions in the Metropolitan
Council of Sports Car Clubs’ ‘97 season. They
are David Lassalle (‘95 M3 in A Stock), myself
(‘88 M3 in C Street Prepared), Gary Lin (Accord
in H Stock), Vince Bly (Miata in B Stock),

Barry Miles (Shelby GLHS in C Prepared), and
Lee Hassig (Red Devil F440 in F Modified). Also,
Klaus Hirtes (535is) was second in G Stock.

More significantly, your National Capital Chapter
finished first in the Council’s autocross team
standings. This was the first time a marque club
had won the team championship since the Lotus
Club in 1983,

I guess we should offer congratulations to Suzuki
Swift driver Kaj Busch. No, he’s not a Chapter
member, and he doesn't drive 2 BMW. Kaj did
win the SCCA Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Series
(MARRS) championship in the Improved
Touring-B class. This was the first time in recent
memory that a BMW 2002 had not won this
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region’s title in that class. Club members Ed

- York and Al Bell did finish 2-3 with their ‘02s.

Incidentally, I understand Ed has bought a 325is
and is busy preparing it for the IS class in ‘98.

Congratulations to Club member Tom Milner and
his Prototype Technology Group in Winchester.
Despite ever-increasing weight penalties, the PTG
BMW M3s met all of their goals for the ‘97 season
in Professional SportsCar’s GTS-3 competition.
BMW was the Manufacturers Champion, PTG
was the Team Champion, and Bill Auberlen was
the Drivers Champion. PTG BMWs won 9 of 11
races, and swept the podium (1st, 2nd and 3rd)
in four of the events, Three of the wins were in
the important endurance events — the 24 Hours
of Daytona and the 12 Hours of Sebring,

So much for the 1997 season. What will this year
bring? Many of the professional racing series are
in a state of flux as this is written in early
December, and as things shake out, the implica-
tions for BMW race cars could be significant.

Foremost, you will be hearing a lot about a new
series — the United States Road Racing
Championship (USRRC). The name will be
familiar to you old timers. Tt was an SCCA series
that developed into the Can-Am in the mid-six-
ties. To make this as brief as possible, IMSA was
bought last year by driver/team owner/entrepre-
neur Andy Evans. He changed the name to
Professional SportsCar Racing, Inc. (better
known as SporfsCar) and was instrumental in
getting the FIA International GT races to come to
Sebring and Laguna Seca this past October.
Many car owners and track promoters saw the
million dollar Mercedes CLK GTR, McLaren-BMW
F1 GTR, and Porsche GT-1 as threats to the rela-
tively cheap GT race cars of the past decade. This
past fall a consortium of racing’s heavy hitters
met to discuss the Andy Evans “problem”.
Included in that group were NASCAR's Bill
France, CART's Roger Penske, SCCA4’s Nick Craw,
and John Bishop, a former SCCA president who
split from that organization in the early seventies
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to form IMSA. The result was the USRRC. It is to
be managed by the SCCA and will have two car
types — a "“Can-Am" with cars based on SportCar’s
WSC class and “GT" with three classifications as
in SportCar’s GT Supreme classes. The exotic FIA
GT cars mentioned above might be allowed, but
with restrictive rules that will enable Mustangs
and Camaros to be competitive. Since Bill
France owns Daytona, the 24 Hours of Daytona
will be part of the USRRC series. Andy Evans
owns Sebring, so the 12 Hours of Sebring will not
be a part of the USRRC. What a shame.

Contrary to Bob Roemer’s prediction in the
December ‘97 Roundel, Tom Milner will not be
campaigning a Williams-BMW WSC type car in
either series. Look for a two-car effort with the
familiar M3s in GT3 — most likely with USRRC
since SportsCar’s future is in doubt. As for the
SpeedVision Cup (that started in 1985 as the
IMSA Firehawk series) for showroom stock cars —
I don’t know.

Meanwhile, the SCCA's Trans-Am series, may be
due for changes. For a number of years this
popular and competitive series has been restricted
to 5-liter American pushrod V8s (read Camaros
and Mustangs). When Chevrolet pulled its
backing at the end of 1996, the inter-factory
competition was missed. Proposals to allow
4-liter overhead cam engines are being
considered. Might we see BMW 540 or Z3 Coupes,
and Toyota Lexus Trans-Ams?

Finally, the North American Touring Car
Champion is no more. NATCC never drew support
from factories except of the Dodge Stratus. Fields
never exceeded ten or so cars, despite the exposure
of running as support races to CART's Indy cars.
Will TC Kline's and Darren Law's 3185 become
‘CCA Club Racing cars?

Speed Shifts: What do you think of the BMW
Z07 that was shown at the Tokyo Motor Show?

This is BMW's first show car since the 1972 gull-
wing Turbo. The design is supposed to evoke 2
hypothetical evolution of the 1958 507 roadster.
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It features retro items such as a wire-spoked
steering wheel and a driver's headrest faring a 1
D-type Jaguar. Pictures remind me of a 1954
Ferrari 375MM competition car. | love it, as do
all the enthusiasts’ magazines. ... ...........
...... The BMW M3 Lightweight was never a
front-runner in SportsCars’ Speedvision Cup
series for “showroom” stock cars. Suddenly they
started winning races in ‘97. The reason?
Starting sometime this season, the M3s were
allowed to run “Canadian” (read full European)
engines. | don't think Canadian M3s have had
the Euro engine since the 1995 model year.
CRUNCH

BMW Autocross Results

PORSCHE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP - OCTOBER 5

Woody Hair 88 M3 2nd C Street Prepared 57.571
David Lassalle 95 M3 2nd A Stock 57.889
Charles Denton 83 M3 3rd A Stock 60.119
SCCA CHAMPIONSHIP - OCTOBER 19
David Lassalle 05 M3 Ist AS 50.853
Gary Lin 88 325is 2nd CSP 52.065
Bob Hausmann 94 325is 6th BS 52.572
Charles Denton 88 M3 2nd AS 52.990
Klaus Hirtes 88 535is Ist GS 53.068

The BMW/Corvette Challenge

o close our 1997 autocross season Rafael
T(i:lr'&:t’r& arranged a “two-game home-and-

home series” with the Northern Virginia
Corvette Club. Round one was hosted by NVCC.
For 2 number of years they have been holding
their closed autocrosses on the venerable Old
Dominion Speedway, a 1/3-mile banked oval.
On occasion they invite other clubs to join them,
but this was the first time for BMWs. NVCC had
announced that the Sunday autocross would be
cancelled in the event of rain. Of course the wee-
dend’s rain only stopped about the time the gates
were 1o open. This may have kept the number of
entries down, but still 15 BMWs and 11 Corvettes
did show up. While the ‘Vettes were all fourth
generation (‘84-'96) models, we did have a 2002
and an M5 to add variety to the many 3-series
models. Four Mustang drivers including chapter
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members Greg Johnson and Gonzalo Puig also
joined the fun.

The “course” consisted of three laps of the oval
with  flying start and finish. Pylon gates were
set up on the two banked turns to control speeds
and add an “autocross” element to what would
otherwise be a speed and guts event. The gates
were placed on a “standard” course used by the
NVCC on a regular basis. In other words, they
knew exactly what to expect. Each competitor
got two official runs without the benefit of any
practice. The banking and a steady wind meant
dry pavement by the time the first car went off
at noon.

The Corvettes dominated. They took the top
seven overall positions. Dave Lassalle’s ‘95 M3
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Mike Donabue in bis M3

al the Old Dominion Speechvay.

was able to turn a blistering 1:09.740, but hit
three pylons doing so. Note that he still was the
fastest BMW despite the 6 seconds in penalty time.
Pylons were the nemesis of many drivers. The
results below include 2-seconds for each pylon,
but do not indicate how many were actually hit.
After the two official runs a number of drivers
stayed for fun runs. As the pavement warmed
and the BMW drivers became more familiar with
the course, their times dropped by several seconds.
Wait ‘til next year. At the trophy presentation
Chuck Wasserott, speaking on behalf of the
Corvette Club, said that of the Porsche, Viper, and
Camaro/Firebird clubs that had also run with
them, the BMWs were the most competitive and
their owners the most fun.

Round two was held the following Sunday at the
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familiar Manassas Campus, Northern Virginia
Comunity College. Again the rain stopped as
most competitors were driving to the event. This
day there were 17 BMW drivers, 5 Corvettes, and 3
Mustangs. Rafael designed what was perhaps the
fastest course yet for this medium-sized parking
lot. While the Corvettes barely had to get out of
first gear, it was a good attempt to have 2 level
playing field. With the benefit of dual timing,
everyone got four runs.

As the pavement dried and drivers learned the
course, everyone saw improvement from their
first run efforts. Dave Lassalle took FTD honors,
but was closely followed by the Corvette of Chuck
Wasserott. Mike Woods (Corvette) and the

“other” make. Watching (and listening to) a
well-driven modified Corvette accelerate out of a
turn and down a straight is pretty awesome.

quickly improving Mike Ko (E30 M3) were within cAPITy,

a second of Dave’s time. @
3 5

All agreed this was a great series, and I think =

everyone came away with greater respect for the

The BMW/Corvette Challenge Results

November 2, 1997 - Old Dominion Speedway

November 9 - Manassas Campus

BMWs

David Lassalle M3
Pat Donahue M5
Rafael Garces 328i
Gary Lin 325is
Woody Hair M3
Mike Donahue M3
Mike Ko M3
Rich Beebe 325is
Femnando Puig 2002
Eric Ayala M3
Gary Ngo M3
Bob Hopkins 318t
Ron Katona 318ti
Kevin Henry 325
Lucy Beebe 325is
CORVETTES

Mike Woods

Chuck Wasserott

Ned Armold

Eric Helling

Rich Roemer

Bob Amold

Mike Geyer

Bob Compton

Andrej Balanc

Rick Poage

Tom Green

MUSTANGS

Greg Johnson

Greg Benson

Mark Ralston

Gonzalo Puig

LT,

SuperSport BMWs - Modified

1:15.740 David Lassalle M3 50.437

1:16.241 Mike Ko M3 60370

1:17.160 Woody Hair M3 60.686

1:19.175 Rafael Garces 328i 61.274

1:21.143 Jim Ruos M3 62.104

1:21.484 Matthew Yip M3 62.638

1:21.515 Rich Beebe M3 63.084

1:21.919 Mike Donahue M3 64.206

1:22.359

1:23.685 SuperSport - Stock

1:24.309 Andrej Dolenc M3 64.989

1:25.050 Mike Wendell M3 66.676

1:25.718

1:34.492 Sport - Modified

1:37.039 Dwight Derr 633csi 61.294
Pat Donahue M5 65.271
Gary Lin 325is 70.769
Lucy Beebe 325is 71359

1:07.891

1:0;,326 Sport - Stock :

109.105 Mark Croxton 318t! 67.401

1:10.237 Ron Katona 318ti 67.760

”ggﬁ Touring - Stock

114212 Kevin Henry 325e 72.053

1:16.224

1116516 Corvettes

118767 Chuck Wasserott 59.678

1:24 825 Mike Woods 60.018

o Barry McKibben 63.723
Mike Geyer 64.388
Andre Balanc 66.084

1:19.630 Mustangs

1:20.112 Rob Space 66.485

1:22.99 Mark Bralston 72.872

1:23.418 Tom Noto 72971

—Sm—

Kiclh Deetes M3 Fholo by Bob Hofmekler
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Drivers’ Dreams

i Gifts of Distinction
f sir]z(ce 1987

Selected Items
to Enhance
The Driving Experience.

peaal easily attaches to clutch. Delivers just the nght amount
of testosterone when neededs through a valve in steering
whecl. EZ installation, no fabrication required. Fits all
Porsches, BiiWs and most other cars. Knowedge of heel
and toe required with left foot. Made of high quality krypton.
Comes with master cylinder, braided lines, valve, and pedal.
15 oz. bottle of testosterone included. Refills available.
#0007 Ladies Aide $168. 95

# 0007R 15 oz. Refill $4. 95

v

by
Miriam Schottland
and

? am ﬁ?ﬁk_&gﬂ. PiDl:ll.Ef’ is similar to the ones fighter pilots use.

.......... P Great when a latrine is not readily available, i.e.
The Chute. Handy for those scary moments when you don't
want to embarrass yourself in your student’s car. Just plug
yourself into Piddiepaak’s easy one-way valving system

prior to the track session. Biodegradable and leakproof.
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Board Meeting, 5 November 1997

Board Meeting, 3 December 1997

Officer’s Reports:

President’s Report:
» Adil Desai is welcomed as new Drivers' School Coordinator

Vice President’s Report:

* Updated Drivers' School standards have been received and discrepancies noted between attendee
records of what was voted on and what has been included, this will be followed up with National.
A questionnaire reganding insurance was attached 1o be filled out and sent back to National,

Treasurer’s Report:
* P & L for January 1 through November 5 was passed out and discussed.

Secretary’s Report:
* The Minutes from the October Board meeting were approved.
Membership: No report.

Autocross:
* Aulocross this past weekend was a great success, and another one will be held this weekend.

Tech Chairman:

= Another safety equipment clinic will be held next year prior to first Drivers' School.
Another clinic is planned for repair

Tours and Rallies:

* Trophies for the last rally are available,

Concours: No report.
 New Coordinator welcomed. 0

N
= Articles for the next issue (Jan/Feb) are due November 24, t A

3

Drivers School Committee: -
 Meeting will be held in January. The Drivers' School Plan has been ﬁn
Webmeister:

= No report. No information on potential address change. Guidelines for Web m@aﬁ ;! L U

forthcoming from National.

[

i :
* Holiday Party on January 17 will be held at the Rockville Civic Center Mansion. Cost will be $10
per head, rsvp mandatory. BYOB. Announcement will be in the dB, A Tech session is planned for
February. A couple of tours will be planned for the Spring,

* Proposed Drivers’ School dates for 1998: Summit Point Track March 20-22 and October 23-25. 2
3-day weekends on the Jefferson track in May and August

New Business:
« There is no candidate for President in 1998,

« The Chapter has received a request 1o resist a proposal by the State of Virginia for testing of old
cars for emissions. This issue will be put 1o a vote by Chapter members at the Holiday Party.

Next Meeting:

# December 3rd in Virginia, location thd.

A motion to close the meeting was made and seconded.
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Officer’s Reports:

President’s Report:
* Review of pipeline — Door prizes are needed for the Holiday Party.
Wehsite address change bmwoca.org for National.

Vice President’s Report: no report
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer not present, report given that the books have been balanced

Secretary’s Report:
= Correction to November minutes, Adil Desai is Coordinator nominee.
Novernber minutes were passed out, and approved.

Membership:
* 2835 current members. Mike Gayle appointed as new Membership Chairperson

Autocross:
» The autocross held in November with the Corvette club was a success, Dave Lassalle took fid
BMW NCC won the MWCSCC Championship team autocross series trophy.

Tech Chairman:
« Events for 1998 are being planned

-
Dasm) and (.mef Instructor (Dave Bryan) were presented.
3 the nominees was made and seconded.

r 1998 Drivers’ Schools as approved by the DSSC were presented.
be!hhshed in the next issue of the alB.

ipnwas reviewed and the existing DSSC was reappointed.

I January.

r:wrgiﬁst has been investigated but deemed too expensive. A motion was made und
form a Committee review the Website operations, including possible reconsideration of
a commercial site host.

. EVEI‘]IS fur 1998 are bemg set up as fcllms The Holiday Party as scheduled in January, Tech session
in late March/early April, Tire tech session late April, Engine tech session for June, Drivers School in
March and April, Tour in April or early May, Deutschemarque Concours in May, Jefferson 500/Corral
in May, new members party in June (13), July 26 championship autocross, August Drivers’ School,
Octoberfest in Florida, 17-21, Chapterfest weekend September 12-13, Shenandoah tour as part of
Chapterfest September 13. October fall leaf tour, October 11

Next Meeting: January 7th

A motion 10 close the meeting was made and seconded.
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bmwcca.org

| ||ﬁ There’s Only One Level of Quality — The Very Best...
ORMANCE
9‘“‘“ Dulles International Motorsport, Ltd. & Momo

* VISA/Mastercard/Most DULLES INTERNATIONAL MOTORSPORT, LTD. = UPS Shipments Daily

. llnw‘h Authorized 2875-C Towerview Road * Herndon, VA 20170 * Bosch Factory-Trained
Service Technicians

(703) 471-4499 Direct Parts Line « (703) 471-4111 Service Line

Dave Ocel - Parts Manager

TRANSMISSION SERVIGE

CERTIFIED MECHANICS BY NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & EXCELLENCE

YOUR NAME
NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER ONE DAY SERVICE
BY APPOINTMENT
National Capital BMW - Mercedes
Chapter Jaguar - Volvo
Name Badge Pins Volkswagen
Blue background with white letterin METRO SHUTTLE SERVICE
and the olg BMW CCA enamel Iogdq. SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
$10 .
: . 5900 Seminary Road
I s
renmen '{‘J?O‘;ﬁ’gﬁ‘iaﬁg"e ware Bailey's Cross Roads, Virginia 22041

(703)379-8000 (703)845-0180
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EURO IMPORTS

7 s . BMW NA
~'°f‘“ = Customer
usive Service For Fine Automoblies :
BMW, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi, VW R%'ﬁ!'“"s
10% Discount for club Members ice
visa mc ae dlaoovory If you have a problem with your
Free Estimates B e
Shuttle To Metro :!var?t é:!eaple who may help. Call or
703'7390004 BMW of North America, nc.
Customer Assistance Center
725 N.HENRY ST ALEX VA 22314 ;gﬂ:mzz S
800-831-1117
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Metro’s largest selection of new and pre-owned BMWs

15% off genuine BMW parts with BMW CCA membership

Free service loaner with all factory-recommended
maintenance

Metro area’s only BMW/Hunter (H-Ill) computerized
4-wheel alignment system

e Pre-Purchase Inspection: $55%°
o Full line of Zymdl products
e $29% Express Oil Change

5050 Auth Way « Marlow Heights, MD
(301) 423-8400 St

-
C
O
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)
<
al

der Bayerische January/February



CLASSIFIED REQUIREMENTS
Members: ads are free to current Club members. Membership numbers must be
included. Car ads meast be typed and in the following format: Year, model, VIN,
color, and general information. Include your name and telephone number
with area code.
Non-members and Commercial Classifieds:

Commercial $30/issue,

non-member/non-commercial §15/issue.
Make checks payable to BMW CCA NCC. Send ad with payment to der Bayerische,
¢/o Dwight Derr, 220 E. 31st Street, #2B, Baltimore, MD 21218, or e-mail to
dderr@qisnet. Ads st be received by the first of the even-mumbered months
for inclusion in the next issue.

CARS FOR SALE

1979 733i VIN 5775794. Fjord hlue, 43K miles, never in snow, garaged, s/r,
Blaupunkt AM/FM Cassette, 4sp, all leather. Perfect cond., never smoked in,
$10,500/0B0.

Browns  (703) 938-0212 or email: <hrowns5@erols.com>

1982 733i VIN WBAFF4402C7366979. Grey/brown inferior. Automatic. 120,000 miles.
New: struts, shocks, water pump, tires, brakes. MD inspected.

Bob (410) 716-2635 days (MD)

1987 325i
parts, excellent condition. 70K miles. NADA £9,000/obo.
Mike (410) 962-2520, X3117 days (MD)

January/February

1987 325i. VIN WBAAD2305H8540589. White/ivory leatherloaded, AT, many new

PARTS FOR SALE

Misc. Parts

Roof Rack

ber Parts

Wheels

535i Parts

Four (4) OEM 325e (E30) alloys 147x 6". Straight, like new take-offs (<5K
miles), with caps, $100 each or $350 for all four One (1) 320iS BBS alloy,
13"%51/2" with very good tire, §70. E28/ E24 Suspension Techniques adj, sway
bars, F&R, w/urethane bushings, §180 pr .3.0CS parts, body and mechanical.
Tom (703) 264-5818 eves (VA)

Thule roof rack system for E34 5-series Touring, Includes gutter clips, load bars,
& wind deflector. $100.
Rick (703) 866-9750 eves. (VA)

or email to: mthree@erols.com

Six (6) Bosch fuel injectors for a 6 series. New, not remanufactured. Never
installed, in factory seal. $350.
Tom (703) 369-5867 (VA)

Four (4) 850i alloys w/ 225/50R-16 Michelin XGT V4s. Tires have 100 miles,
mounted and balanced. Wheels are clean, flawless, and beautiful. $1,250/0B0,
Tom (703) 369-5867 (VA)

Parting out 1985 535i.
Mike (410) 962-2520, X3117 days (MD)

MISCELLANEOUS

der Bayerische

Car Guys. 3 spots available for their Decisive Driving Car Control Program at NoVA
Comm. Coll. Manassas. Anytime in 1998. Buy one or all three. Each retails for
$200, will sell for $150 each. A beneficial experience for your spouse or teenager
Hugh (301) 320-5655 (MD)
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Don Miller’s
GE SPp
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personalized services for evropean avtomobiles

Factory Trained BMW
& Jaguar Technicians

BMW « Mercedes °
Jaguar

1796 Union Avenue
(In the Clipper Mill Industrial Park)

(410) 662-4746

AutoWerke & Autoy

Service, parts & accessories for BMW,
Porsche & Audi Automobiles

Personal Service
—by Factory Trained Professionals—

Only highest quality parts
—at special over the counter prices—

Same location for 15 years
—Close to White Flint Metro—

Buying and selling select previously-
owned BMW, Porsche & Audi Autos

770-0700

4954 Wyaconda Road - Rockville, MD 20852

8am - 7pm Weekdays

10:30am - 2pm Saturdays
(pick up, drop off, parts store & sales only)

Distributors for:

RECARO-MOMO-VDO-BILSTEIN-HELLA
& stocking a wide selection of OEM parts
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Car Clu
ll'IO rica
o IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER, please fill out the form below and mail—uwith membership
dues—to BMW Car Club of America, Inc., 2130 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140.

NAME: [J YES, | WANT T0 BECOME A BMW CCA
MEMBER. Membership is $35 for one year.
ADDRESS: () ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP. This is available for
a family member living at your address who will
CITY: STATE: 7P receive all membership benefits but will not
receive an additional Rounde/ magazine. Cost is
$5
HOME PHOME: BUS. PHONE:
NAME
BMW MODEL/YEAR:
PAYMENT

RECOMMENDED BY CLUB MEMBER:

(7 'VE ENCLOSED A CHECK FOR

MEMBER’S NUMBER:

(U.S. Funds only)

(JVISA [0 MASTERCARD

MY SPECIAL INTERESTS ARE:
(J RALLIES 0J AUTOCROSS O MAINTENANCE (3 DRIVER SCHOOLS
OJ CONCOURS 0 SOCIAL J MODEL CARS OJ OTHER

FOR FASTER SERVICE CALL (WITH CREDIT CARD READY):

800.878.9292

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE

MOVING?

PLEASE PRINT YOUR NEW ADDRESS AND HOME PHONE NO. BELOW:

NAME: MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

MAIL TD BMW CCA, INC., 2130 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140 or FAX to 617.876.3424

or EMAIL 10 102514.2477@compuserve.com or bmw ¢ club@aol.com.

(Please allow three weeks advance notice)
Address changes will NOT be accepted by phone
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