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Coming Events
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is the official publication of the National Capital Chapter of the BMW Car
Club of America, Inc. and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische
Motoren Werke AG or BMW of North America, Inc. It is provided by and for
die club membership only. All ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in
regard to technical or other matters are solely those of the authors and no
authentication or factory approval are implied unless specifically stated. The
club assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein.
Modifications within the warranty period may void the warranty.
Articles submitted are subject to editing and slight revision. Contents may
not be reproduced without permission in writing except by the BMWCCA
and its chapters.
All copy submitted must be received by the editor by the 5th of even
numbered months.
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DO IT YOURSELF TECH SESSION—
November 30, 1985
Time: 10:00 am
Once again TISCHER AUTOPARK is opening its doors to us to
perform a DO IT YOURSELF TECH. This is an opportunity to work
on your car in a very modem facility while being assisted by some of
the very competent staff at TISCHER's.
The process this time will be the same as the last. That is, we are
going to assign bays based on the type of work you want to perform.
Those of you that have simple things to do will be separated from
those whose jobs will require more time.
Because this event is so popular, I advise you to be early, so that
you can start workingrightaway. Those of you who will be waiting in
line for a bay, will probably be asked to assist others. This is a great
opportunity to get to know not only other club members but also
how to do certain mechanical work.
I will be there early to meet you and find out what you plan to do.
If someone needs me to assist in a particular type of work, please let
me know ahead of time, so that I can plan ahead.
See you there.
Max Kodriquez

ANNUAL WINE AND CHEESE PARTY—
December 6
Time: 7:30 pm

(202) 389-^4171 days; (703) 370-8828
(703) 790-8008 days; (703) 527-3234

National Capital Chapter
P.O. Box 685
Arlington, VA 22216

Technical Questions & Tech Tips
Local

The annual election and awards dinner will be held at 7:30
p.m. at the Mustache Cafe, 6723 Richmond Highway (Rt. 1
South), Alexandria, VA. Nominations will remain open until
the night of the election.
The menu consists of a buffet dinner including fish,
chicken, beef, desert, wine, beer and champagne (Cash Bar
for mixed drinks). Door prizes, just like last year, will be
plentiful. The cost is only $10.00 per person. You will pay at
the door, but advanced reservations are required. Contact
Terry Forrest (202-382-4096 days; 202-397-8541 eves) or Les
Adams (202-252-4387 days; 703-569-2144 eves). Reservations can be made up to the day of the event.
Directions: Take Beltway 495 to the Richmond Highway
(Rt. 1 South) exit, go south on Route 1 for approximately 4
miles. The Mustache Cafe is on the left across from the
Beacon Mall.

(301) 337-1484 days; (301) 665-6491
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This annual year-end event has become so popular that we
have outgrown our old location at Grosvenor Towers, so come
to our new improved party at Post Hall, Mount Vernon College in Northwest Washington, just outside Georgetown.
Post Hall is an elegantly decorated Federalist period room
complete with a fireplace. We will be serving German wine
and beers, as well as a case of wine from our recent tour of the
Ingleside Plantation Winery. There will also be cheese and
snacks, slides and pictures of the year's events, door prizes,
special guests and more. No reservations needed, just come
on out.
Directions: Mount Vernon College is located on W Street
NW, between Foxhall Road and MacArthur Boulevard.
From the North: Beltway 495 in Montgomery County to

BMW
OF FAIRFAX

Extraordinary
personal attention
to meet the needs of the
discerning driver. Service
by factory trained BMW experts.
Professional service by
professionals. Huge parts
inventory. Car stereo.
Accessories

Body and paint
repair specialists.
The best in used cars.
And, of course, complete
leasing services. The ultimate
dealer for the ultimate
driving machines.
Virginia dealer
icense # 976.

The World of BMW
and nothing less.
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1985 Calendar of Events
NOVEMBER
3
Excluservice Bavarian Day
151

(Friday)—Election Dinner

30t

Do-it-yourself Tech session

JUNE
5

DB Deadline

7

Schockoe Slip German Car Fest
(Shockoe Chapter)

14-15

Fathers Day Car Show

22

Autocross

DECEMBER
5

DB Deadline

6f

(Friday) Wine & Cheese Party

JULY
Summit Point Corral

1986 Calendar of Events

12

Tech Session

19

Crab Feast

All Dates VERY Tentative

AUGUST
5

JANUARY

lit

Summit Point Corral

Car Stereo

Potomac Polo Club Tailgate Sunday

15-201 Auto Show
FEBRUARY
5

DB Deadline

DB Deadline

16-17

German Festival Baltimore

23

Tech Session

SEPTEMBER
El Cheapo Driving School

6

Speaker

15

Tech Session

Bavarian Inn Tour

22

Baltimore Power Plant

Autocross
28

MARCH
1
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9

Tour
Highway Safety School

APRIL
5

12

Autocross

19

Winery Tour
Hotshoe Driving School

DB D eadline
Autocross School

26

School Inspection

NOVEMBER
1
Excluservice Bavarian Daj

MAY
MAIFEST
Summit Point

8

Tech Session

14

Election Dinner

20

Speaker

DECEMBER

Tri-Marques Contours
German Embassy
24-26

OCTOBER
5
DB Deadline

Do-it-yourself

13

Foxfield Races
Blue Ridge Chapter

5

Blue Ridge Rendevous
(Tidewater Chapter)

DBD eadline

6

Do-it-yourself

12

Wine and Cheese Party

31-Ju 1 Children's Hospital Telethon

t See COMING EVENTS on pages 1&2
All dates are Saturdays unless indicated

trim and unscrewing the screw-head bolts. If you are not doing extensive door work, you will not need to remove the
round quarter-light knob. Next, carefully insert the putty
knife between the door and trim panel. Slide it along until
you reach definite resistance. This is the location of one of the
plastic compression fasteners holding the panel to the metal
superstructure of the door. Carefully pry outward to pop the
fasteners out of the door. Continue to slide the putty knife
around the perimeter of the door, prying the panel away
when you encounter a fastener. Continue along the entire
bottom and both front and rear of the door. The panel will
now be free enough to work beneath, but be careful not to
pull it in such a way as to crease it.
3. Remove the old door stop.
The metal of the inner face of the door should have a
plastic moisture barrier, which prevents weather damage to
the trim panel. If you are doing major door repairs, this will
have to come off, along with the trim panel. For this job, it's
not necessary, just slit the barrier in one clean, semi-circular
line at the opening in the front bottom of the door, nearest
the door stop. You should be able to slip your hand inside to
grasp the door stop. Unbolt the door stop using the wrench
and withdraw it from the door.
4. Replace the door stop.
The free arm of the new stop will be pushed into the spring
mechanism and is nearly impossible to withdraw at this stage.
Apply a little grease to the mechanism, between the plastic
wheels. Bolt the new door stop into the door with the old
bolts. Don't tighten it all the way yet.
5. Attach the door stop arm to the door pillar.
This takes small fingers! Carefully close the door while
guiding the arm into the hinge on the door pillar. Drop the
new pin into the hinge. Once in, you can open the door and
it will pull the arm out. Tighten the door stop within the
door while holding the stop up to line it as best you can. You
don't want the arm to cock up or down and possibly bind or
stress the mechanism. That's it!
6. Replace the door trim panel by pushing in the plastic
fasteners one by one along the perimeter. Replace the door
handle and window winder, then the door pull.
It all sounds more complex than it really is.
Reprinted from the newsletter of the
Genesee Valley Chapter

Instructions for opening the hood of a 320i if the hood
operating handle breaks and you cannot get a vise-grip pliers
on the end of the cable:
Facing the front of the car, look just to the left of the right
headlight cluster, through the grille bars, locating the round
head screw to the immediate right of a 10mm bolt head.
Turn that screw counter-clockwise until the hood pops
open. The new mechanism can then be installed. You will
now have to adjust the catch with that same screw to make the
hood close properly again.
You might wish to keep this adjusting mechanism lubricated with WD-40 or something similar to ensure that it will
turn when required.
Roadrunner Chapter
Every 100,000
If the hubcaps on your pride and joy are looking a little
long in the tooth, there is a way to improve things without
spending megabucks. First, order a set of new roundels to go
in the middle of your hubcaps. (Part number for pre '74
2002's is 36 13 1 110 857, around $2.50 each. Sizes are
available for other models.) Knock out any dents using a rubber mallet, plastic mallet, or screwdriver handle. Be careful
that whatever you use has a wide area of impact so you don't
get a lot of little dents. Check the condition of your hubcap
latches. The parts are listed in the BMW catalog, but may not
still be available. Send your wife out for a couple of hours,
then run the hub caps through the dishwasher. (Ladies
should send their husbands out so they don't get any funny
ideas about what they can use the dishwasher for.)
Pry and peel the old roundels off the hubcaps. The glue is
pretty good, so be careful you don't do any damage to the
visible parts of the hubcap while prying off the roundel.
Scrape off any thick areas of glue. Get some chrome polish
and polish everything but the center real well. Put the new
roundels on with something like 3M weatherstripping adhesive or silicone glue.
Install the hubcaps and stand back to see how well you did.
Repeat at 100,000 mile intervals.
Dick Morris,
Midnight Sun Chapter

Pbp That Hood
One of the most common annoying little problems we run
into is a hood that won't latch at all or pops up while driving.
Most of the time this is simply a lack of lubrication. On all
3 and 5 series cars (except 528E) the hood latch is located
behind the grille on the left side of the nose panel. Because of
its location, the latch is susceptible to any dust, dirt, water,
snow or other foreign matter kicked up by other cars, and
even your own car.
The fix—lubrication—use a good penetrating oil (WD-40
or equivalent) and spray the latch completely (accessible with
hood open). Now work the latch a few times by hand and you
will be able to see if it is working properly.
Hood latches on these cars very rarely need adjusting. The
cable is steel wire and doesn't stretch. If the latch starts to get
hard to work, it is probably just dirty.
Remember, even if the car is serviced and lubricated properly, it doesn't take much to gum up a hood latch.
Keith George
Puget Sound Chapter

Clean Shiny Rubber
TECH TIP . . . when you have had it with trying to clean
up the rubber items around the windscreen, windows, tires,
and so on and have them keep looking the way they do when
still wet, despair not; there IS a way.
Allan Oshana, our former Veep, now practicing Dentistry
in Fairfield, Connecticut, extracted this tip from a patient (in
the chair, patients tend to tell their Dentists whatever they
want to know).
The source was an automobile detailer, one of the fellows
who cleans up the Dealer's cars so they look so shiny that your
car seems shabby and ready for trading.
Brush on a coating of mineral oil and let it stay for a couple
of hours, wipe clean with lintless cloth, buff, and Armorall.
(Rumor has it that baby oil does quite well, also.)
San Antonio Chapter
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