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Coming Events

dcr bayemche
is the official publication of the National Capital Chapter of the BMW Car
Club of America, Inc. and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische
Motoren Werke AG or BMW of North America, Inc. It is provided by and for
the club membership only. All ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in
regard to technical or other matters are solely those of the authors and no
authentication or factory approval are implied unless specifically stated. The
club assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein.
Modifications within the warranty period may void the warranty.
Articles submitted are subject to editing and slight revision. Contents may
not be reproduced without permission in writing except by the BMWCCA
and its chapters.
All copy submitted must be received by the editor by the 5th of even
numbered months.
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Technical Questions & Tech Tips
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Time: 10:00 am-6:00 pm
The annual National Capital Chapter family picnic will
again be held by popular demand in historic Southern
Maryland at COSCA REGIONAL PARK, Clinton, Maryland
Due to the large showing of last year, we have reserved the
PAVILION this year. The park offers paddle boats, ballfields,
horseshoes, volleyball, fishing, childrcns' playgrounds, and
walking trails.
The picnic is a BYOB (bring your basket-affair), therefore
we suggest you pack a cooler with your traditional picnic
foods. The CLUB will provide beer, soft drinks and charcoal.
We will also have steam crabs at the price of $6.00 per person.
If you wish to have crabs, please send your check in the
amount of $6.00 per person made out to NCC-BWMCCA
before July 13, to Mike Diggs, 2046 34th St. S.E. Wash.
D.C., 20020.
Directions: From Washington Beltway, exit Route 5 South
(Branch Ave.) go approximately 5 miles and make a right at
Woodyard Rd., then left at Brandywine Rd. and right at
Thrift Rd. the Park is one mile on the right but follow sign to
the Pavilion.

DEUTSCHE MARQUE CONCOURS—August 4
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CRAB FEAST—JULY 20, 1985

Adantic Zone

Max Rodriguez
Hugh Wells Winston-Salem, NC
(301) 330-3934 (M-F 7 p.m.-lO p.m.) (919) 748-1601

Time: Sunday 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
The Second Annual Deutsche Marque Concours will be held at
the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Washington,
D.C. This concours will feature some of the finest maintained examples of the BMW, Mercedes Benz, and Porsche marques. The
grounds of the German Embassy will provide a very attractive, picturesque setting for the concours. Up to 45 cars (15 from each marque) will be judged by teams from BMW-NA, PC-NA, Mercedes
Benz-NA and their dealers. Personnel from the German Embassy will
serve as overall judges. All members and their guests are invited to attend the Concours.
In addition to the Concours, a limited number of persons (50) will
attend a wine and cheese reception with the German Ambassador.
Advanced reservations are required. First preference will be given to
those who enter acar. To make a reservation send acheck ($5 per person, payable to NCC-BMWCCA), day telephone and the names of
attendees to the address below. To enter your prize BMW, 1) contact
Bill Ross and 2) send your fee ($8 per car, payable to NCCBMWCCA) to the address below. This year v/cp/an prizes in four
classes of BMWs (4 cyl pre & post '82, 6 cyl pre & post '82), with a
minimum of 3 in each class. The Ambassador will present the Ambassador's Trophy to the best overall car.
If the weather is questionable, call Bill Ross 469-9387.
MAILING ADDRESS: Bill Ross 7258 Swansong Way
Bethesda, MD 20817 Directions: The German Embassy is
located at 4645 Reservoir Road, NW, between Foxhall Rd.
and Mac Arthur Blvd. Limited parking on grounds, plus
street parking. No RSVP to attend only Concours.

POTOMAC POLO CLUB TAILGATE SUNDAY—
August 11
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Come join the club for this annual event. Watch an exciting polo match, participate in the contest for best tailgate
luncheon, and then eat in the sublime surroundings on the

Cover Photo: German Carfest, Richmond by John Fowler
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BMW
OF FAIRFAX

Extraordinary
personal attention
to meet the needs of the
discerning driver. Service
by factory trained BMW experts.
Professional service by
professionals. Huge parts
inventory. Car stereo.
Accessories.

Body and paint
repair specialists.
The best in used cars.
And, of course, complete
leasing services. The ultimate
dealer for the ultimate
driving machines.
Virginia dealer
icense # 976.

The World of BMW
and nothing less.

OF FAIRFAX
8427 LEE HIGHWAY FAIRFAX, VA.
23

560-2300

1985 Calendar of Events
JANUARY
2-6

Auto Show (Bill Ross)

26

J & F Tech Session
(Gordon Kimpel)

(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral
SCCA Nationals

FEBRUARY
16
23

Radial Tire Tech Session
(Max Rodriguez)

29

(Friday)-Highway Safety School
(Gordon Kimpel)

(Sunday)—Autocross
(Mike Vincenty)
(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral
Trans-Am Races
Crab Feast

AUGUST

4t
5

APRIL

Tri-Marque Concours
Der Bayerische deadline for September/October

lit

(Sunday)—Polo Match
(Seu Lim)

lit

(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral

17-18t German Festival/Baltimore
6

Tischer Do-it-yourself Tech
(Terry Forrest)

13

Swap Meet
(Bill Riblet)

21

(Sunday)—Autocross
(Kay Heatherly)

27

Driving School Inspection/Heishman
(John Hartge)

MAY
4-5

23

20t

MARCH
Excluservice Tech Session
9
(Terry Forrest)
Car Stereo Tech Session
(John Sanders)

Landover Mall
Father's Day Car Show
(John Fowler)

JULY
7

Blob's Park Beer Hall
(Terry Forrest)

27

15-16

SEPTEMBER
131
(Friday)-EI Cheapo Driving School
151

(Sunday)-Bavarian Inn Tour

211

Quality Car Tech Session

281

Foxfield Races—Blue Ridge Chapter

OCTOBER
2-8
Oktoberfest, Monterey, California

Weekend Driving School/Tour

5

11

Car Brite Tech Session
(Cory Laws)

13

(Sunday)—Winery Tour

18

Children's Hospital Charity Auction
(Bill Ross)

20

(Sunday)—Autocross

25

(Friday)—Hotshoe Driving School

25

Memorial Day—Blue Ridge
Rendevous—Tidewater Chapter

NOVEMBER
15
(Friday)—Election Dinner

JUNE
1-2
5
8

Der Bayerische deadline for
November/December

30
Children's Hospital Telethon
(Bill Ross & Karen Fairchild)

Do-it-yourself Tech session

DECEMBER

Der Bayerische Deadline for July/August
German Car Fest—Shockoe Chapter
(Les Adams)

5

Der Bayerische deadline for
January/February 1986

6

(Friday) Wine & Cheese Party

t See COMING EVENTS on pages 1 & 2
All dates are Saturdays unless indicated

Other Events of Interest
October 5

Autoy's Annual OktoberFest
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of 7,500 miles is the longest you should go, even if your OIL
SERVICE light has not lit up yet. Mechanics say these service
indicators are letting some cars go 9,800 miles before OIL
SERVICE Lights up. No mechanic I know thinks that is a
good idea. Look at it this way, in 100,000 miles you'd do
about 33 oil changes using the "old theory" and perhaps just
11 using your Service Indicator. The 22 extra oil changes
might cost you an extra $300 over the 100,000 miles. But
that's only about l/10th what an engine job would cost.
Besides, with all the electronics on the new cars, oil changes
are one of the few things us "do-it-yourselfers" can still do.
John Hartge

3. Engine temperature (i.e. is the car brought to operating
temperature?)
4. Number of engine starts
Using these parameters, you would require shorter
maintenance intervals if you drove your BMW under worst
case conditions (i.e. short trips with a cold engine at high
RPM). Your interval would be optmized (longest) at the best
care conditions of longer trips with a warm engine at
moderate RPM.
The SI is located in the lower part of your instrument
cluster and consists of nine LEDs (light emitting diodes). The
colors being from left to right—five green, one yellow and
three red. There are also two panels above the LEDs. The one
of the left is marked oil service. The one on the right is
marked inspection.
The green LEDs come on only when you first turn the ignition switch to on, they go off when the car starts. When you
first took delivery of your BMW, you should have seen all five
green LEDs on. (If you did not have ANY green LEDs when
you took delivery, the SI was not set initialy by your dealer
during your predelivery inspection, so you should do an oil
service at 7500 miles and your "Inspection I" at 15,000
miles. Reset the SI at the time.)
As you accumulate mileage, the green LEDs will go off one
at a time from left to right. Your first oil service will be due
when the "oil service" panel lights up. Reset the SI with the
BMW reset tool only! Reset ONLY the oil service button (the
yellow one.) DO NOT, repeat DO NOT, reset the inspection
button (the recessed red one). Check the SI, you will have at
least one green LED on and must have at least one more green
LED than before. The yellow/red LEDs should be off along
with the "oil service" light.
NOTE! You do not have to have all FIVE green LEDs come
back on, they only come on when your reset the inspection
service. If you change your oil more frequently than the SI
calls for, reset the SI with the oil service button each time.
As you continue to accumulate mileage past the oil service,
the green LEDs will contine to go off. In concert with the
yellow LED, the inspection panel will light. These lights will
stay on all the time, even with the car running. At this time,
even with the car running. At this time, have the "Inspection" done. You should not wait for the red LEDs to come
on. They men you've passed the inspection interval.
At the Inspection, reset the inspection button. This will
reset all of the memory and put all of the green LEDs back
on.
Finally, you do not have to follow the recommendations of
the SI. You can use the past BMW maintenance schedule of:
1. Oil service at 7,500 miles (We recommend a 2-3,000
mile oil service interval)
2. BMW Inspection I at 15,000 miles
3. BMW Inspection II at 30,000 miles
4. Oxygen sensor at 30,000 miles (this has not changed)
NOTE: Owners of European model BMWs should be leary
of "importers /federalizes" who disable/remove the
diagnostic plug and/or harness. You will not be able to reset
the SI Or perform any diagnostics. I would also refrain from
the use of' 'jumpers'', paper clips, etc. as a means of resetting
the SI.
by Phil Teves
Boston Chapter
Editor's Note: As Phil Teves recommends in his article, many
mechanics stick to the old theory that oil changes are cheap
maintenance and should be done frequently, on the order of
2,000 to 4,000 miles. Every BMW mechanic I've talked with
suggests that the old factory recommended oil change interval

Do you have four days,
no sense, and a BMW you'd like
to destroy on the back roads
of Canada?
Well, I have just the rally for you—the 33rd annual MG
1000 International Road Rally. It's 1,000 miles of back country roads (about 50% paved, 50% dirt) through New York
and Ontario at speeds that are . . . well . . . "brisk" is the
word they like to use. "Brisk," as in an average speed of 40
mph down a one-lane gravel path. Mike Leeper, a member
and former president of the National Capital Chapter, and I
ran the Thousand last year for a vacation. This year, we're doing it again. Why? Why risk life and limb by rocketing down
a rocky road, calculator in hand, pencil clenched in teeth, trying to figure our key time to the next instruction? And, above
all, why consider it fun? I haven't a clue. But here's what it's
like:
We took The Trout, Mike's 1972 2002tii, which he equipped with a brand new Zeron 880 rally computer ($800), two
brand new Recaro seats ($1,000), a brand new instruction
roller board (built by me, free, and worth every penny), and
half a gallon of George Dickel sour mash whisky (I don't
remember the price, but it was our wisest investment) up to
the starting point in Syracuse, New York, on a hot August
day last summer. Jim Miner, a regular on the Thousand, had
been trying to get us to go for years, and we finally
succumbed.
We were ready. Sort of. We'd installed the computer the
week before and tested it by running a rally the day before.
Even though the computer is very accurate, showing a
readout of the hundredths of a minute (.6 seconds) early or
late. I had decided we needed to run a complete backup on a
hand-held computer.
On Tuesday morning, in a light ran, we set off, car 14 of
28, on our way to Canada and adventure. We knew we were
in trouble about five miles into the rally as we slid through an
intersection, brakes locked, car pointed halfway between our
two choices of roads. We backed up, turned, and took off
again, a local in a pickup truck waiting patiently for us to
finish, shaking his head in disbelief.
Mike managed to keep the car on the road for the rest of
the day, and we figured we'd done pretty well. We spent the
night in Peterborough, Ontario, went out for dinner, and
went to bed, the level in the bottle of Dickel somewhat
diminished, before the first day's scores were posted. It was
just as well; we had 31 points for the day putting us in 9th
position. We were a bit discouraged, but we vowed to improve our score on the second day.
Day two was shorter than the day one, taking us from
Peterborough to Toronto over some of the finest dirt roads
21

