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Coming Events
CAR STEREO TECH SESSION—MARCH 27

der bavemck
is the official publication of the National Capital of the BMW Car Club of
America, Inc. and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische Motoren
Werke AG or BMW of North America, Inc. It is provided by and for the club
membership only. All ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in regard to
technical or other matters are solely those of the authors and no authentication or factory approval are implied unless specifically stated. The club
assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein. Modifications within the warranty period may void the warranty.
Articles submitted are subject to editing and slight revision. Contents may
not be reproduced without permission in writing except by the BMWCCA
and its chapters.
All copy submitted must be received by the editor by the 5th of even
numbered months.
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Time: 8 am
This is the chapter's first Summit Point driving school geared
toward highway safety skills with a secondary emphasis on high
speed driving skills. A further explanation and the application
are elsewhere in this issue. The cost is $50.
Directions: The Summit Point race track is near Charles Town,
West Virginia: from Maryland take 1-270 toward Frederick, then
340 to Charles Town; from Virginia take Route 7 to 340, right to
Charles Town. From Charles Town take 51 West (briefly) until it
veers right, you go straight on the secondary road, Route 13
(Summit Point Road). Use caution on this narrow, winding
road. Track is several miles on the left, Vi mile past small town of
Summit Point.
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Technical Questions & Tech Tips
Local
Atlantic Zone
Max Rodriguez
(301) 330-3934 (evenings)

HIGHWAY SAFETY—MARCH 29
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Mailing Addresses
Der Bayerische
560 N Street SW #606
Washington, DC 20024

Time: 6:30 pm
A tech session will be held at Car Stereo Inc., located at
72631 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA. The meeting will be
divided into two sessions. The first subject will be cellular
telephones. A representative from Cellular Phone Company
will give a presentation on the uses and installation of cellular
phones. Demonstration calls will be made to highlight the performance of the system. The second portion will provide
pointers on shopping and talking to salespersons about the
purchase of car stereo equipment. Refreshment will be served.
Directions: Take 1495 to exit 8 E (Arlington Blvd.—Rt. 50).
Go to Loehmann's Plaza, make right into shopping center lot.
Car Stereo is located behind Roy Rogers.

Hugh Wells
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(919)748-1601
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HANDS-ON-TECH—APRIL 6
Time: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
We have scheduled 1985's first do-it-yourself tech session at,
again, Tischer Autopark in Silver Spring. Again, you will have
the opportunity to perform your own minor service under the
watchful eyes of Bud and Dave, Tischer's lead technicians.
Tischer's parts department will be open, offering discounts to
club members. Come out to pick up parts, get instructions
and /or get your Bimmer ready for spring and summer.
Refreshments.
Directions: Tischer Autopark, 3211 Auto Boulevard, in the
Montgomery Auto Park in Northern Silver Spring (890-3000).
Take MD Route 29 north from the Capital Beltway or south from
Columbia /Baltimore to Briggs Chaney Road, then East into
Montgomery Auto Sales Park.
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1985 Calendar of Events
JANUARY

8

German Car Fest—Shockoe Chapter

2-6

Auto Show (Bill Ross)

9

26

J & F Tech Session
(Gordon Kimpel)

(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral
SCCA Nationals

15-16

Landover Mall
Father's Day Car Show

23

(Sunday)—Autocross

29*

Charity Event

FEBRUARY
16
23

Radial Tire Tech Session
(Max Rodriguez)
Blob's Park Beer Hall
(Terry Forrest)

MARCH
9
Excluservice Tech Session
(Terry Forrest)
271

Car Stereo Tech Session
(John Sanders)

291

(Friday)-Highway Safety School
(Gordon Kimpel)

APRIL
6t

Tischer Do-it-yourself Tech
(Terry Forrest)

131

Swap Meet
(Bill Riblet)

211

(Sunday)—Autocross
(Kay Heatherly)

271
MAY
4-51

Driving School Inspection/Heishman
(John Hartge)

JULY
7
20

(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral
Trans-Am Races
Crab Feast

AUGUST
4

Tri-Marque Contours

11

(Sunday)—Polo Match
(Seu Lim)

11

(Sunday)—Summit Point Corral

16-18

German Festival/Baltimore

25

(Sunday)—Autocross

SEPTEMBER
13
(Friday)-El Cheapo Driving School
22

(Sunday)-Bavarian Inn Tour

28

Quality Car Tech Session
Foxfield Races—Blue Ridge Chapter

OCTOBER
2-8
Oktoberfest, Monterey, California

Weekend Driving School/Tour

13

(Sunday)—Winery Tour

111

Car Brite Tech Session
(Cory Laws)

25

(Friday)—Hotshoe Driving School

251

Memorial Day—Blue Ridge
Rendevous—Tidewater Chapter

JUNE
1

Voyager Sound Tech Session

t See COMING EVENTS on pages I &2
All dates are Saturdays unless indicated
* Tentative Date

NOVEMBER
15
(Friday)—Election Dinner
30

Do-it-yourself Tech session

DECEMBER
6
(Friday) Wine & Cheese Party

Brake Pads—Green Fade

Auto Theft

Since the driving school season is rapidly approaching, I
thought I would share with you something I learned last October at Summit Point. As many of you know, I spent a lot of
time and effort (not to mention money) on the mechanicals
of my 530i last year. I had hoped to get it to the Point before
the "el cheapo" driving school, but things just didn't work
out. As it was, I ended up replacing the disk rotors and pads
the week before the school. Knowing that it takes time for the
new pads to "seat", I drove as much as practical in that
week's time.
I arrived at the track having tested the new brakes as well as
I could on the public roads, and felt that all was well. Things
went smoothly until late morning. I was approaching turn 1
in excess of 115 mph, hit the brakes, and had to apply more
pressure than I thought was usual. The next time around, I
took it easier down the straight, and started braking earlier.
Just as I suspected, my brakes had faded, and I (correctly)
continued straight off the track without even attempting to
make the turn. A quick shout to the corner workers that my
brakes had faded, and I returned to the pits for a look.
In the pits I found Mike Carroll, as one of the instructors,
and told him what had happened. As soon as I mentioned
the new disk pads, he told me about "green fade." Standard
brake pads are made from highly compressed asbestos with
some sort of binding agent to hold them together. When
heated, this binding material will vaporize, and can create a
vapor barrier between the pad and the disk surface, thus
severely affecting brake performance. The problem eventually disappears, as all gasses are released during normal use.
Mike's advice was to let the brakes cool off for a few minutes,
then to get back on the track and heat them up again. The
point was to heat them to below the critical temperature I had
reached, but high enough to release the remaining gasses. I
did as instructed, and had no problems the rest of the day.
If you intend to change brake pads before a driving school,
my advice is to allow at least 400-500 miles for them to
"burn in." You should then enjoy your day without experiencing the problems I did. As another option, buy a pair
(or set) of semi-metallic pads. These have three favorable
points; they withstand heat much better, they don't get your
wheels nearly as dirty, and they last longer. It's not hard to
wear out the front pads in a day at the track, but the semimetallics will last through a few schools. The downside is that
they need to reach a certain temperature before they reach
peak efficiency, and will sometimes squeal in normal use.
Cost is usually in the $15 to $20 range per axle. If you haven't
tried them, do yourself a favor. Who knows, you may even
take a second or two off your time.
Cory Laws

Ten Habits Car Thieves Hate
1. Always park in a well-lighted, busy area.
2. Close all car windows tightly.
3. Never leave an unattended car running.
4. Never leave valuables in sight inside the car.
5. Lock the car and take the key with you.
6. Don't hide a spare key anywhere in the car.
7. Don't keep the car title or your driver's license in the
glove compartment.
8. If you park on the street every day, don't park in the
same place.
10. Take your claim check with you when you leave your
car in a public lot.
Five Measures Car Thieves Hate Even More
(Approximate cost given in parentheses)
1. Replace standard door lock buttons with the slim,
tapered kind. ($3)
2. Install special locks, including separate locks for the ignition, doors and trunk. ($65-100)
3. Install an ignition-kill switch that will immobilize your
car at your command. ($10-60)
4. Install an anti-tampering alarm. ($30-100)
5. Install a fuel switch which prevents fuel from reaching
the carburetor and leaves a would-be thief "out of gas."
($40 + )
Reprinted from Washington DC Chapter Mercedes Car Club

Grille Paint
Tired of the chipping black paint on your 2002 grille? a
product that really works is now on the market. DUPLICOLOR makes a paint called Flexible Black Bumper Coating.
This product is designed for rubber bumper strips, etc., but
works exceptionally well on metal grilles as well. Grilles
should be lightly sanded prior to painting—two or three coats
works best. Due to the flexible nature of this paint it is very
chip resistant. Touchups, if required, are simple and do not
show. I highly recommend this product to anyone thinking of
painting their grilles black or contemplating redoing chipped
ones.
Glenn McConnell
Armadillo Chapter

Kiddee Safety
BMW Rental

For those people who have a four door six cylinder car,
530i, 733, Bavaria, 3.0, etc., there is a safety lock on the rear
doors. This lock is a lever located underneath the latch on the
door. When locked, the back door canot be opened from inside, but can be opened from outside as normal.
This lever is up for normal operation and down for safety
lock. The normal button door lock should be up or
unlocked.This is a good way to keep kids inside the car and
not falling out by accidentally opening the back doors.
Portland Area Chapter BMW AC A

Are there any local establishments that rent BMWs on a
daily basis? If you know of one, please give me a call. Ira
Winthrop 275-6789 days, 249-5813 evenings.
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