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is the official publication of the National Capital Chapter of the BMW Car
Club of America, Inc. and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische
Motoren Werke AG or BMW of North America. Inc. It is provided by and
for the club membership only. All ideas, opinions and suggestions
expressed in regard to technical or other matters are solely those of the
authors and no authentication or factory approval are implied unless
specifically stated. The club assumes no liability for any of the information
contained herein. Modifications within the warranty period may void
the warranty.

Articles submitted are subject to editing and slight revision. Contents may
not be reproduced without permission in writing except by the BMWCCA
and its chapters.
All copy submitted must be received by the editor by the 5th
of the month preceding the coming issue.
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By popular demand (Dave Dunmire's) we have scheduled
this year's second Do-It-Yourself Technical Session. Tischer
BMW has agreed to host the session at their new facility,
Tischer Autopark, in Silver Spring. In addition to a tour of
their facilities and an opportunity to meet their lead technicians, you will be able to perform yur own minor service under
their watchful eyes. The parts department will be open, offering discounts to club members. Come out to pick-up parts, get
instruction and/or get your bimmer ready for winter.
Refreshments will be served. The time is from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Directions: Tischer Autopark, Montgomery Autopark,
3211 Auto. Blvd. Silver Spring, MD (890-3000) Directions:
1495 to Rt. 29N for 6 miles to Autopark.

WINE AND CHEESE—DECEMBER 7,1984
Our last event of the year is always a popular one. Starting
at 7:30 p.m. a fine selection of German and domestic wines
will please your palate. In addition: door prizes, video tape of
Summit Point Raceway. Come for an evening of Gemutlichkeit and make some new friends. The location is the same as
last year—Grovesnor Park Apartment complex, 10500
Rockville Pike.
Directions: Rockville Pike (Rt. 355) exit from Maryland
Beltway, North. Its on the left, the top floor party room of the
building farthest from the beltway. You might have to register
your car at the desk, if you park in the lot. Adequate street
parking is available adjacent to the building.

D.C. AUTO SHOW JANUARY 2-6,1985

(703) 691-4416 days; (703) 243-5796

Mailing Addresses
Der Bayerische
560 N Street SW #606
Washington, DC 20024

TECH SESSION DECEMBER 1,1984

The 43rd annual National Capital International Auto
Show will be held at the D.C. Convention Center Wednesday,
Jan. 2 to through Sunday, Jan. 6. For the second year, the
Chapter has requested a booth to recruit new members and to
demonstrate to the general public what motoring enthusiasm
is all about. We encourage you to stop by the booth, lend your
support and visit the other enthusiast organizations (Summit
Point Raceway, Mercedes and Volvo clubs) who may join us
along 'Enthusiast Row'. Discount coupons should be available in the Wash, and Baltimore areas (Woodward &
Lothrop).
The chapter needs your help! To demonstrate what we are
all about, we need slides of Club events (driving, family,
social, charity, etc.) for our display. We also need members to
serve as Club Ambassadors. Duties include greeting attendees, supplying applications, answering questions and encouraging non-participating chapter members to attend
events. Those who work the booth (two hour minimum) will
get free admission. We need coverage during lunch, evenings
and the weekend. Contact Bill Ross (see page 1) if you have
'prize' slides or will serve as an Ambassador. Based on last
year's level of participation, this will be a fun and rewarding
experience.
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Calendar of Events
JUNE 1985

DECEMBER 1984
It
Tech Session (Do-It-Yourself)
Tischer BMW, Silver Spring, MD
7t

Wine & Cheese Party

JANUARY 1985
2-6t

Auto Show (Bill Ross)

26t

J & F Tech Session
(Gordon Kimpel)

23

Blob's Park

The following 1985 dates are tentative. All dates are Saturdays unless indicated. Your suggestions are invited.
MARCH 1985
9
Excluservice Tech Session
(Gordon Kimpel)
Sunday-Spring Tour
(Gordon Kimpel)

29

Friday-Highway Safety School
(Gordon Kimpel)

23

Autocross—Sunday

29

Charity event

13

Contours

20

Crab Feast

AUGUST 1985

Radial Tire Tech Session
(Max Rodriguez)

24

Sunday-Summit Point Corral

JULY 1985

FEBRUARY 1985
16t

16

11

Sunday-Summit Point Corral

16-18

German Festival

18

Polo Match-Sunday
(Seu Lim)

25

Autocross Sunday

31

Labor Day

SEPTEMBER 1985
13
Friday-El Cheapo Driving School
22

Sunday-Bavarian Inn Tour

28

Quality Car Tech Session
(Foxfield Races—Blue Ridge Chapter)

OCTOBER 1985
2-6
Oktoberfest, Monterey, California

APRIL 1985
6

Tischer Do-it-yourself

11

Friday-Hotshoe Driving School

13

Swap Meet
(Bill Riblet)

19

(Shockoe Slip-Shockoe Chapter)

27

Sunday-Winery Tour

21

Autocross—Sunday
(Kay Heatherly)

27

Inspection—May Driving Scho

NOVEMBER 1985
15
Friday-Election Dinner
30

MAY 1985
11-12 Weekend Driving School
19

Sunday-Summit Point Corral

25

Memorial Day—Blue Ridge
Rendevous—Tidewater Chapter

Do-it-yourself session
t See COMING EVENTS on pages 1 8c 2
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Rambling Ruminations

Dear DeBbie

While we have cause to doubt that the car will be imported
officially into the United States, gray-market dealers and
BMW buffs alike will probably be pleased to know that, according to the British magazine CAR (7-84), in the spring of
1985 the 150hp (DIN) 323i will be replaced by the 160hp 325i,
a model that it is said reaches 60 mph from rest in just 7.9
seconds and has a top speed of 135 mph. In the autumn of
1985, the 325i and the 320i will also be offered (in Europe)
with a four-wheel drive system that is compatible with antilocking brakes and (if you care) with an automatic transmission, as well. In time, thefiveand seven series cars will be offered with four-wheel drive. The radically different, unusually wide and sleek, new seven series car, to be introduced
in mid-1986, will later include a version to be known by the
boeing-like designation of 747i, which it is said will by 1988
supersede the slow selling 745i (3.4 litre turbo six). The 747i
will be powered by the much discussed all-alloy V-12 engine,
which weighs 400-plus pounds and produces 270hp(DIN).
The predicted top speed of 156 mph ought to make the 747i
competitive with the likes of the forthcoming Mercedes 560SE
and the Audi 300 V-8.
The September issue of CAR reports that the seven series
BMW recently had the red lantern hung on it by virtue of its
record for the worst reliability of all the cars surveyed in the
most recent statistics on the subject compiled annually by the
German Automobile Club AD AC. The problem areas
reported for the seven series cars include automatic transmission, fuel injection, ignition, fan belt, battery, tires and cable
connectors.
The comments on the 325e that I have seen thus far in
various American automotive publications can fairly be
described as less than enthusiastic, with the exception of the
glowing report in the May issue of the Roundel. The Roundel,
by the way, is quoted in an early ad for the Spectrum radar
detector and described as "BMW's trade magazine", a fitting
appellation in my opinion. But, I disgress. Road& Track, in
the June issue, says that the 325e does not fit its "admittedly
narrow definition of an enthusiast's car, but its buyers will
love it." And who will they be? The same type who buy the
528e, says R&T, "buyers accustomed to American cars with
high-torque V-8 engines. It is a car suited to the driving conditions most often encountered by American drivers." A clear
case of damning with faint praise, I take it.
The performance data reported by R&T for the 325e reveal
a 0-60mph time of 8.9 seconds, and also that it covered the
quarter-mile in 16.6 seconds, attaining a terminal speed of
81.5mph. These are decent enoughfigures,but the 325e runs
out of steam early on due to its low-reving engine, as exemplified by the fact that it requires 35 seconds to run
0-100mph.
A few weeks ago, I visited two Volvo dealerships and at one
of them I drove a new 760 Turbo (gasoline, intercooled).
Although the example I drove was fitted with an automatic
transmission, which I dislike, I was favorably impressed with
the car. Unfortunately, I didn't get to explore its back roads
handling capability, but it is a fast, comfortable and highly
competent cruiser on major highways. A salesman at each of
these Volvo establishments, observing that I was driving a
530i, inquired in a muted voice and sympathetic tone whether
the cylinder head had been replaced. They know, folks;
everyone knows.
Bill Via

Introducing a new feature: a person with an answer for
everything (and don't ask us why she capitalizes the "B").
My cigarette lighter hasn't worked in two years. I wanted to
give up smoking, but I need some vice to while away the hours
sitting in Shirley Highway traffic. Why can't we have a tech
session on how my cigarette lighter functions?
Smokeless in Springfield
Dear Smokey,
Good Question. Many people have spoken to DeB about
tech sessions they wish would happen, and cigarette lighters
are right up there. If you, or any of your friends in the NCC
have ideas for tech sessions, or shops you would like to visit,
contact Terry Forrest, Activities Chairman, or any Club officer. In the meantime, try chewing tobacco.
DeB
Dear DeBbie,
I used to rally back in school at Slipjoint State, and even
Picayune, PA, where I last worked, had a rally club. Why
can't the NCC put on some rallies?
Got the bite and raring to rally
Dear Rarebit,
Good Question. Back when your DeBbie was a pretty, very
young thing, there was a group that held rallies and your club
was part of it. Now DeB is just pretty, times have changed, but
we have enough people to put on a rally ourselves. If you, or
any of your NCC friends know how to put on a rally and can
show us how, call a Club officer. NCC can do anything you
want it to.
DeB
Dear DeBbie,
My husband won't let me use the '02, won't let me drink
beer, and won't share Der Bayerische with me. My evenings
and weekends are dreary. He won't even let me in the garage.
My creative juices are flowing. I need an outlet. What's a poor
girl to do? Please don't tell my husband I wrote. He may not
share the Roundel either.
Nameless in North West
Dear Juicy,
Good Question. The swine. If he won't let you read DB,
why not write for it? While your DeBo saves her juices for
more exciting things, this column gives me an opportunity to
communicate with all you wonderful, weird people and share
your problems with the boys back in the shop. There are opportunities to write, edit, snap pix, paste up, or lick stamps.
Just call Ira, Bernice, John or Karl, or any of the other folks
on the masthead. We'll even supply the beer.
DeB
Dear Ed.,
In the June Roundel, the Tech Ed. indicated that the Service Interval Indicator can be reset by turning off the engine
and bridging terminals 7 and 1 in the diagnostic connector. I
found I had to turn off the engine but leave the ignition ON to
reset the light show. Sanity has returned (at least to the
dash. . .)
Les Adams
Got a problem? Feeling improper? Mad as Hell and won't
take it anymore? Got a good recipe for potato salad? Had a
bad experience with a less than ultimate BMW shop?
Good Questions! Write Dear DeBbie at P.O. Box 685,
ARlington Virginia 22216. What DeB can't answer, I'll forward to Ed. (you know Ed., always with a period). We'll get
your answer, share your recommendations, or air your beef.
Don't keep DeB waiting.

