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ANNUAL ELECTIONS November 18, 1983
The annual election of your Chapter officers will be
held at 7:30 p.m., at the Golden Bull Restaurant, 9107
Riggs Road, Adelphi, MD. The slate includes a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Committee
Chairpersons, an Executive Committee to the Board of
Directors and Members-At-Large. Nominations will
remain open until the election. To run for office, contact
any Club officer (see page 2).
The menu consists of a buffet dinner including
sirloin, chicken, shrimp creole, wine and beer (cash bar
for mized drinks). There will be door prizes for
every table. The cost is only $5.00 per person. You
will pay at the door, but reservations are required.
Call Terry Forrest (D 202 382-5680, E 202 397-8541) or
Bill Ross (D 202 382-4642, E 301 654-7987) by 11/16
for reservations.
Directions: From the Beltway, use Exit 28 B New
Hampshire Avenue to Tokama Park, two lights and Left
onto Adelphi Road, next light Right onto Riggs Road,
restaurant in Metzerott Plaza on Left. Parking is available
around the restaurant.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY
December 2, 1983
This year's annual wine and cheese party will
feature video tape shows from recent driving schools
and slides of the recent Frankfurt Auto Show. If you
have photos of an auto event of interest and are willing
to pass them around or have them in a suitable display,
please bring them. The location, as in the past, is the
party room at the Grosvenor Park Apartment complex.
The time is 8:00 pm.
Directions: Just north of the Beltway on Rockville
Pike (Route 355) at 10500 Rockville Pike, the party room
in the northernmost building in the complex.

TECH SESSION J a n u a r y 28, 1984
J & F Motors hosts the first tech session of the new
year. The time is 9:30 to 1:30 pm. The subject is engine
modification — good or bad? The BMW specialists at
J & F will also discuss rebuilding or replacing A/C units.
J & F is at 4076 South Four Mile Run Drive in Arlington.
Directions: From D.C. take 395 South to Glebe
Road/Shirlington, follow signs to Shirlington, turn right at
the light onto Shirlington Road, left at South Four Mile
Run Drive, approximately 1.6 miles on your left.

Please send this form and your old mailing label to:
Bill Ross, NCC
P.O. Box 685, Arlington, VA 22216
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

EDITORS FAREWELL

December brings to an end the term of your 1983
club
officers. My personal thanks to Gordon Kimpel, Dave
(
Bowers, Dan Lim and the other elected officers for a most
successful and productive year. We tried many new
things, had fun in the process and decided not to try
some of them again. The efforts of many resulted in a
tremendous growth in membership and in the number
and nature of activites we sponsored. The efforts of Don
Kellam, who promoted membership; Bill Riblett, who
operated the club store; and Raine Mantysalo, who
masterfully edited our newsletter, greatly enhanced the
National Capital Chapter's place in BMWCCA. The
Executive Committee to the Board, consisting of Chuck
Garrish, Klaus Hirtes, Cory Laws, Bill Loftin, Bill Riblett,
Lothar Schuettler, Bernice Winthrop and Ira Winthrop,
helped in resolving policy issues and in charting the direction of the chapter.

The '83 events are just about over, a couple of functions remaining and giving us a chance to get together
and share about our BMWs.
,
It has been a great year for the Club and an
interesting one for me as the Editor of this newsletter.
A lot of you seem to care what you drive and how you
drive. Many of the events I have attended have shown
the enthusiasm that there is among the members towards
their cars and the Club.
I have had the opportunity to meet a lot of you by
attending a great many of the various events or by just
talking to you about the cars on the track or on the
phone.
I want to thank each one of you who have
volunteered their time and effort by contributing to this
newsletter. I also want to extend my thanks to the great
typesetters who painstakinly have tried to make sense of
all the technical data and handwritten copy. Thanks for all
the good articles, tech tips and information, keep it coming. I hope that the newsletter will continue to keep its
form and good content in the hands of the new Editors.
Good luck.

A special thanks to the Members-At-Large who
volunteered to coordinate activities throughout the year:
Dave Dunmire who handled the fire extinguisher purchase and has many new ideas for 1984; Terry Forrest
who planned next year's calendar; John Hartge who
stepped in as Associate Editor for the newsletter; Mike
Kensler and John Nitzke who worked with Gordon and
Bill on our tremendous driving schools. I am pleased to
announce that most of these individuals have agreed to
serve in equally challenging positions for 1984.

•

Please note new address for sending in your
material. I'll see you-around, stay in tune.
Raine Mantysalo

The success of events hosted by the club and our
many advertisers and supporters throughout the
Washington/Baltimore area was due in large part to the
efforts of those of you who worked as spotters, coordinators, writers, photographers instructors, etc. The
attendance records which we have set this year were due
to the many of you who came out to see first-hand what
this club is all about. I thank you for your support and
participation. To the others, you know who you are, sure
we have a great newsletter, full of information, but there
are many other benefits to membership. Come on out —
just walk up and say "Hello!"

NEW SHOP OPENS UP
Alex Podpaly, formerly with Autowerke in Rockville,
has opened a new service center at 4406 Crain
Highway in Mitchellville, Maryland. We recommend Alex
for great service and care for your BMW. Call him at
(301) 464-9866 for further information and your next
appointment..

You and your guest will have two opportunities
before the end of the year — the Annual Dinner Meeting
and the Wine & Cheese Party. There will be interesting
guests, good food and many door prizes. The club will
heavily subsidize the dinner and refreshments on
November 18 and the December 2 party is free. Don't
forget to bring to the Party those prize photos you have
taken during club or other activities of interest. We will
display them and show video tapes of the driving school
and slides of the Frankfurt Auto Show.

Editor

My thanks to Lothar Schuettler and VOB for their
recent Tech Session, Bill Via for a "brisk" fall tour, Dave
Toy for his Oktoberfest, Gordon Kimpel for the driving
school (see articles in this issue) and Les Adams for
organizing the Flea Market at BMW of Fairfax (article in
next issue). We will continue to accept nominations for
officers until the balloting at the Dinner. Until next year
(yes, I will run again).

Bill Ross
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could be expected, the tires had lost most of their tread
by the end of the day. A great majority of the fastest
times were achieved during the 3rd and 4th heats as a
result.
The fastest offical run was 70.021 seconds in the
^ ^
Honda. The fastest VW time was 70.362 seconds (4th ^ P
overall) and the best BMW run was 70.512 seconds (7th
overall out of 195 runs). Each of these bests was by a
different driver. The fastest times by cars in the separately
timed portions of the runs were: Right Skid Pad — Honda
6.64 seconds, VW 6.66, BMW 6.85 (our own Jim Miner
in the Honda and BMW); Left Skid Pad - VW 6.57
seconds, Honda and BMW 6.67; Slalom — Honda
7.387 seconds, BMW 7.461 (surprise), and VW at 7.660.
Statistics that might be of greater interest would be the
average times for each car. This was not provided with
the results and I'm not about to do the calculations. One
entrant, Rich West, had the fastest VW and Honda times
in the first heat. Paying another $10, he ran a set of
" f u n " runs in the 3rd heat. His times by car were: VW
69.708 (1.443 seconds better), Honda 69.508 (1.416
seconds improvement) and BMW 70.584 (3.673
seconds better). These fun run times would have been
good for fastest VW, fastest Honda, and fastest total
overall (by 2.794 seconds). A little familiarity with a car
and course (as well as "shaved"tires) does help.
For an interesting comparison, regular autocrosser
Steve Graalman made one run in his B Stock Mazda
RX-7 (Yokohama A001-R tires — size unknown). His
time of 66.132 was 3.376 seconds faster than Rich
West's fun run in the truly stock Honda.

TISCHER AUTOCROSS
On Saturday, July 30, a most unusual autocross
was put on by the Annapolis Junction Sports and Touring Club.at.the NSA lot, Fort Meade, Maryland. Each of
65 drivers were given one run in each of three new cars
provided by Autohaus Tischer of Laurel. The three cars
were a BMW 318i, Honda Prelude and VW Rabbit GTI.
The three cars, all having 1.8 liter engines, carried
the following rubber (in new condition at the start of the
first heat); BMW — Continental CS41 195/60 x 14;
Prelude — Bridgestone RD 116 185/70 x 13; and VW
Pirelli P6 185/60 x 14. Early speculation gave the edge
to the VW due to its already proven performance in
autocrosses. The Honda was an unknown quantity to
most entrants but based on recent magazine road tests
of this completely revised model it figured to do well
also. The Bimmer was not given much chance on this
2nd gear circuit that included two separately timed 360
degree skid pads and a separately timed slalom. The
runs were organized so each car was used equally as
the 1st, 2nd or 3rd vehicle for each driver.
Several club members competed including Dan
Lim, Raine Mantysalo, and myself in the first heat. In our
combined total of 9 runs we managed to get disqualified
on 6 of them f o r g o i n g off course. Who said experience
counts in autocrdssing? Jim Miner ran in the 4th heat
and his three runs combined were good for 18th overall
against a lot of full-time autocrossers.
Despite the thrashing these cars put up with on a
very hot day, they ran without fault or overheating. As

In conclusion, I think everyone felt he/she could d o ^ ^
bettor with a little familiarization with the cars. Many
^ B
drivers had never sat in these models before starting
their run. The GTI's low end torque was impressive and I
plan to take a Prelude on a more complete test drive
(like using 3rd, 4th and maybe 5th gear). The last time I
checked, they were selling so well the dealers in Virginia
did not have demos available. The 318i was more softly
sprung than the other two but would be my choice for
that long trip on any type road. Autohaus Tischer is to
be commended for sacrificing these three desirable cars
to so much abuse. Everyone agreed it was a great concept and well run by AJSTC. Now if they could get a
Ferrari dealer and a Porsche dealer and a. . .
Woody Hair

