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Bonnie Down, Sandy Wassam
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Directions: Behind White Flint Mall. East on Nicholson
Lane to 4th light, right on Boiling Brook, 2nd stop sign,
right on Schuylkill, 1st right onto Wyaconda, then left into
first parking lot.

EL CHEAPO DRIVING SCHOOL
October 14, 1983
Come experience the thrills of a National Capital
Chapter Driving School at Summit Point Raceway in West
Virginia for the bargain basement price of $20.00. A maximum of 40 drivers will be enrolled, insuring individual
instruction and lots of track time. The application is
located in this newsletter. Follow the instructions and
enroll today. National Capital members are getting first
crack at obtaining a Summit Point education.

CHARITY FLEA MARKET October 15, 1983
BMW of Fairfax will host a Flea Market offering a pile
of goodies, many for BMWs only. ALL PROCEEDS of the
sale go to Children's Hospital. The Flea Market will be
at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 15. The rain date is
Saturday, October 22.
Directions: Washington Beltway (I-495/95) to Virginia
exit 8, Route 50 West; right at first light (Gallows Road);
left at second light (Lee Highway-Rt 29) to BMW of
Fairfax on the left at Prosperity Avenue.

ANNUAL WINERY TOUR October 23, 1983
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Autoy and Autowerke thank their many customers
!
and welcome new customers with their annual Oktoberfest celebration including fresh bratwurst, weisswurst,
knackwurst and beer. About 2pm. See some great cars.

All members who do not wish to drive are urged to
come observe, help, and ride as a passenger in a student's BMW to get that Summit Point experience. A meal
of grilled bratwurst and knackwurst will be provided.
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This year we have chosen Naked Mountain Vineyard
in Markham Virginia on the east slope of the Blue Ridge.
Owners Bob and Phoebe Harper are avid car buffs
(Porsches) and are looking forward to having our marque
blanket their vineyards. We will combine the winery visit
with a tour of the back roads of Fauquier and Warren
counties.
The tour will leave Sears Auto Center at Fair Oaks
Mall at 1-66 and Route 50. Take Route 50 west off 1-66
and the mall exits are clearly marked. Departure will be at
9:30 a.m. to assure arrival about 11 a.m. The schedule
will allow us adequate time to have the winery to ourselves until it opens to the public at noon. If you prefer,
you may drive directly to the winery. Take I-66 west to the
Markham exit and proceed 1.7 miles north on Route 688.
For further directions, call the Naked Mountain Winery
703-364-1609.

requirements), a new initiative for dealers' involvement and
dues increase. As plans for these are finalized, I will pass
them along. Let's turn out for the events.

You may take a picnic. There are tables and
benches. There's also a hiking path about V& mile down
the road perpendicular to the Appalachian Trail, if you
want some exercise.

Bill

Mark your calender now and plan to be at the Fair
/ ^ ^
^ P Oaks Mall at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, October 23 for a day in
the Virginia Wine Country.

FROM THE EDITOR
After reading all the material that I received in the
mail via our new Associate Editor John Hartge, I couldn't
but experience the arrival of the end of this summer.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The articles, so many of them, reflected new enthusiasm and hopes after one of the hottest summers I
have ever seen.

Chapter membership continues to increase thanks to
the efforts of those listed with the new members (p. 23)
and the many others who are out there working. It only
takes 2 enrollments during a 2 month period for your
name to appear! July 1 figures from BMWCCA ranks us
fourth nationwide with 882 members (Boston 1101,
New York 1025, Golden Gate 926). New members for
August increased our total to over 925 (not adjusted for
relocations and non-renewals) — look out Golden Gate. I
am pleased to announce Les Adams has succeeded Don
Kellam as membership chairman. We thank Don for a job
well done and hope that everyone will support Les' plans
for a membership drive.

I am very pleased that I have received so much
assistance from the members in the form of articles and
pictures from various events.
It is great that John has stepped forward to give me
a hand so we can expedite the production of this newsletter. I feel that he will do a good job in getting hold of the
material on time and preparing it for me.
I am at a point where I am recommending that we
start our search for a new Editor for next year. It has been
a great experience, I have learned a lot and met a lot of
nice people and now it is time to give someone else a
chance. I will be producing one more newsletter — the
Nov/Dec issue — and it would be advisable that the person planning to take over would get in touch with me to
see now it is done.

You should have received your newsletter in early
September. Raine has taken steps to expedite production
and has a new associate editor. John Hartge has
accepted this challenge and has collaborated on this
issue after a long absence from editing the newsletter.
Please note the new deadline for sumbitting articles.

Until next time. Take care and come to the events we
have planned for all of us.

We have had several changes in leadership over the
past few months. All have been accomplished smoothly
and promise to be beneficial. Annual Club elections are
scheduled for late November. We are working on a slate
of officers for your consideration. Individuals who are willing to run for office should contact me or any officer —
we can tell you what's involved and of the many rewards.
I have found my two years as a club officer to be both
challenging and fun. Don't delay. Give us a call.

Raine Mantysalo

We have many activities planned for September and
October. I hope to see new members and many others in
attendence. You should note that the Baltimore lunch/
dinner planned for September 24 has been cancelled.
Based on the research by Karen Fairchild and Tim
Dougan, we decided to postpone the event until next
August, during Baltimore's German festival. If other
Baltimore members are aware of other possible events
before then, please contact me. Bill Via has planned
another fantastic Fall Tour. If more than 50 members
make reservations for the tour and lunch at the Bavarian
Inn, we will attempt to change our reservation. Dave Toy's
Oktoberfest at Autoy promises to be another success.
Come out and find out from Gordon, Bill and Dan about
the Club's National Oktoberfest. Register early for the
October 14 Driving School — it is certain to be a sell out.
Dave Bowers has found a new winery for our tour and I
hope the wine met his standards.
One last detail; Gordon, Bill Loftin and I attended the
Zone Congress in Charlottesville on July 8-10. The
Congress was hosted by the Blue Ridge and Shockoe
Chapters. We discussed chapter standards (minimum
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THE NEW CAR DILEMMA
It has to happen sooner or later. The new car bug
bites and for BMW owners this is not an easy itch to
scratch. Higher prices, the decline in performance, new
philosophies — these all make it easy to postpone the
inevitable but inevitably you have to think about replacing
your.car.
We had just finished off a 12" tomato and cheese
with green pepper and the better part of a cheap but
entertaining Chianti. I was racing through Brock Yates'
The Decline and Fall of the American Automobile Industry
nodding frequent agreement; she was reading Road and
Track and making sounds she normally makes at the
bakery. The mood was relaxed until she broke the silence
with her most casual voice.
"How long have you had the BMW now?"
"I don't know. Ten years and four months
next Friday."
"Long time. Its really been a great car huh?"
"Yep."
"Have you noticed how the'paint has faded? Seems
like all at once. I noticed today it's getting a little chalky.
When did you wax it last?"
"Yesterday," I replied, just slightly annoyed. "It just
needs a cleaner or compound or something."
"Fenders are starting to rust too," she jabbed.
"Maybe. What do you mean it really has been a
great car. The thing runs like new and there is nothing
that can go wrong that I don't already know how to fix —
so back off."
"Hey, I'm just making a few observations, so don't
get yourself all fluffed up sweetie pie," she said blowing
me an exaggerated kiss.

"Look, I paid a mere $5000 for the BMW ten years
ago, and now it would cost me four times that much to
replace it. The new 318i is out of sight. I mean how can
they ask that much for such a basic car that can be
blown away by a Toyota? It's beautiful piece of work but
seventeen grand and no radio is ridiculous," I whined in ^
a mixture of frustration and agitation. "You know I'd like
to buy a new BMW, but that's just too much money."
"Who says you have to buy a BMW?" she delivered
cooly.
The last time I felt that way was when Junior Runkles
kneed me in the groin in the last quarter of the intra-mural
playoffs in ' 6 1 .
"What?" I managed.
"You heard me. I said who says you have to buy a
BMW." She gave me that same look she uses with "Yes,
we are going to my mother's and you can watch the
Super Bowl with Dad."
"Are you serious," I stammered, "what other car is
there . . . I mean its been proven . . . everyone knows
. . . look, BMW is my car, you know that," somewhat
out of control.
"You want to know what I think? I think the new
BMW is not for you. You're wine and pizza and sixty to
eighty in no time flat. You hate soft rides and radios with
tiny buttons. Besides, you're stuck on a good deal — like
yours truly. And I don't think you are quite ultimate
enough for the 318i. Is there one silk shirt with roundel
buttons in you closet? No. Do you have an official BMW
sport jacket or a BMW umbrella? No again. The subtlety
of a full page ad is wasted on your kind, bunky." She
patted me on the back. "I'm afraid the 318i just doesn't fit
your garage. Anyway, have you looked around lately?
There are a few cars out there that compare very
|
favorably to the BMW and which are very affordable. You
might as well know — I've been looking. Saturday, we
go for a test drive.
Just as the major coronary was about to hit, she cut
off my pulse at the pass with these words of wisdom.
"I've got a solution. You keep the tii. Drive it, fix it
up, new paint job — enjoy. It's your baby as long as it
doesn't eat into my vacation money. Anyway, I kinda like
the beltway thrills. We, the two of us, will go out and buy
a new car with all the newest and latest, which will be my
baby. Its got to be a fast roomy sedan, 25mpg plus,
good stereo, air, sunroof, great tires, and a beautiful paint
job. I know just the car. Interested? Best of both worlds?
Huh? Wanna take a shot big boy?"
"You know, you really do come up with a good idea
now and then. I think I should marry you."
" U h uh honey, not until you get your act together."
Basically, that's how it went. The point is that there
are some good cars around that offer what the old BMWs
offered for a relatively low price. So if you've been wrestling with the new car dilemma, think about hanging on to
your old Bimmer. There will never be another one quite
like it.
Jim Ryland

