(o) \2
...ff cLus of XY
ShingTON ©
M—

GLOOMY FORECAST FOR SPEEDERS



Editor’s Notes

55 is here to stay! Fuzzbusters, peti-
tions, and states' rights politicians

are not going to make it go away. When
the February issue of DER BAYERISCHE went
to press, it appeared that the Wyoming
measure to boost the speed limit might be
the start of a trend. However, as the
March issue goes to press, the govern=-
ment is talking about gasoline rationing,
closing gas stations on Sundays, and $1
a gallon prices. Even though the nation
might save more fuel by enforcing mini-
mum tire inflation pressures, the times
dictate conservation, and the government
has chosen speed (or the lack of it) and
mandated fuel economy standards as the
means to achieve conservation.

This month DER BAYERISCHE summarizes the
1979 speed limit rebellion, the first
widespread legal attack on the 55 mph
since its imposition in 197L. Perhaps,
when the government and motorists are
more confident of the fuel supplies, the
rebellion will gain new strength.

§he maximum speed limit is not actually
5. Tickets are not handed out for motor-
ists doing 56. At least in Virginia and
Maryland, the speed limit ismore like 6L.
Exceeding the speed limit by less than 10
mph is a relatively minor violation--a
lower fine and fewer points than exceed-
ing by 10 or more mph. Picture takers
would rather shoot the real speeders. A
final word for anyone who might be so un-
patriotic as to exercise a BMW as if it
were on the autobahn while Smokey is watch=-
ing--DO NOT forget your right to appear
in court. Unless you've had your picture
taken often, a court appearance usually
means a reduced fine, maybe even reduced
points, or probation before judgement.
Don't argue with radar, unless you have
a good case, just plead guilty. That
means the officer does not get to pre-
sent his case, but you can usually ex-
plain any extenuating circumstances and
boast of your flawless driving record.
Better yet, find a quiet, winding coun-
try road for your fun.

Thanks to Bill Via for his excellent con-
tributions this month. Anyone is invited
to submit articles and/or photos for pub=-
lication,
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BMW TECHNICAL TIPS

BAV.LRIA BATTERY DILEMMA

During the frightfully cold Wisconsin
winter, everything not living in a heat
duct froze, including Brunehilde's bat-
tery. "$75 for a factory replacement,”
said the dealer. "A Sears Diehard should
work," said I. The Diehard fired Brune-
hilde up on the most miserable of days.
Great! However, cne cold, clear morning
I noticed that the hood was not closed
flush with the body. Closer inspection
revealed that the battery filler caps in-
terfered with the tubular cross member

in the hood. Daytime highs of =20 tend
to discourage prompt resolution of such
seemingly minor problems, and I decided
to wait for the proverbial warm day.

One day on the way to work I made a hard
left turn and--nothing. No ignition, no
lights: electrical death. Then, coast-
ing to a standstill, smoke, FIRE! I
popped open the hood. Flames shot up at
me. Too shocked to get the fire exting-
uisher out of the glovebox, I blew them
out.

CASCO
AUTOMOTIVE

For Information and Prices, Call
Phil Morgan at (703) 971-3449
Evenings from 6-10 P.M.

OR
Terry Luxford, Quality Car Services,
Days at (301) 340-8269

The problem was the battery post position.
The positive post shorted out to ground

via the cross member of the hood, causing
the insulation material to ignite.Switch-

ing to number 432L, a battery with dif-
ferent post positions and the hood clamp
at the proper height completely solved
the problem. So, to avoid the trauma

of burning a Bavaria, make sure your new
battery cannot short out through the tub-
ular cross member of the hoed,

Art Peck, Madison Chapter

HOW TO MAKE A4 5301 GO!

First, check camshaft timing. A number
of cars have been coming in with retard-
ed cams, especially automatics. TDC on
flywheel should match with TDC on cam
gear,

Next, change to European dls‘brlbu‘bor
(BMW#121113 353-6L43, Bosch#0-231-169-007)
This gives immediate advance and boosts
low end torque. Vacuum line goes in
front of butterfly in the intake system.
Finally, convert the exhaust system.

Continued Page 10

Bring Your Car Up-To-Date With These
Exciting And Proven Products From
Casco Automotive, Which Offer
Superior-To-Stock Performance And
Reliability And Reduced Maintenance
As Well.

Turbocharger Kits. (3.0Si, 530i, 320i, 2002tii) Starting at $1100.
Includes instructions and all parts necessary (except exhaust sys-
tem modifications). Installation available.

Synthetic Lubricants. Complete line including Chemlube 10w 40,
Transmission Gear Oil (1147), and Rear Axle Oil (1145). Offer
reduced friction, less wear, and improved driveline efficiency, dura-
bility. and reduced frequency of maintenance.

Electronic Ignitions. For racing or street applications. Optical
triggering to eliminate variability and failure susceptibility of points.
Also, Multi-spark capacitive discharge systems by Autotronic Con-
trols Corp. MSD-7A for racing, MSD-6A for street. Both eliminate
pitting of points and offer higher output energy (up to 60KV).

Spark Ignition Wires.' Radio-suppressed, silicone-jacketed, low-
loss, solid wires by MSW. Long life and no resistor losses to diminish
intensity of sparks to plugs.







o REBELLING AGAINST 55 MPH

When the 1979 Wyoming legislative ses-
sion. began, some of the lawmakers decid-
ed it was time to take on the federal
government in order to restore the state's
right to impose its own speed limits.
State Senmator Cal Taggert lead the way,
claiming motorists on the expansive west-
ern highways are bored at 55, in effect
asleep at the wheel, making them more
susceptible to accidents. Wyoming's sen=
ate approved higher speed limits (up to
65 mph) and voted to reduce fines for
exceding the speed limit. First, there
was optimism. Other western states be-
gan formulating legislation attacking the
federally imposed maximum speed limit.
There was one report from a high Wyoming
official who said even some top Wash-
ington bureaucrats were willing to dis-
cuss higher speed limits. The bureau-
crats had reportedly discussed the pos-
sibility of allowing higher speed limits
if states would impose higher gasoline
taxes (say 10¢ a gallon) to discourage
excessive fuel consumption. Higher Wash-
ington officials later denied a willing-
ness to compromise on the 55 mph speed
limit. Powers in the Wyoming house were
not as enthusiastic about raising speed
limits. That body virtually killed both
the 65 mph limit and reduced fines for
speeders.

Speed Fever Spreads

But, the 1979 speed limit rebellion had
spread farther than ever. At least 10
western states (Wyoming, California,
Colorado, Texas, Washington, New Mexico,
Nebraska, Nevada, Montana, and Oklahoma)
have bills to raise the speed limit.
Many of the local lawmakers hope that a
united front by many states would make
it difficult for federal officials to
follow through on the threat to cut the
flow of federal highway money for states
that do not enforce the 55 mph limit,

Congress Joins Battle

U.S. Senator S.I. Hayakawa (R.Calif.) on
Februaryl, 1979 introduced a bill (S.323)
to repeal the federal law that requires
the states to adopt and enforce a speed
limit of 55 mph, on penalty of loss of
federal-aid highway projects. In the

House, Represenatives D niel Crane (R.
I1l.) and Ron Marlenee ?R.Mbnt.) intro-
duced similar bills., Another bill, by
Represenative Larry McDonald (D.Ga.),
would raise the federal speed limit to
65 mph. However, no committee hearings
or other action has been scheduled on
any of the matters.

The Feds Win

The strongest argument against raising
the speed 1limit developed after all of -
the legislative proposals were made.
The pro-U.S, government of the Shah of
Iran fell. The cut-off of Iranian oil
put international oil markets into tur-
moil, Prices shot up unexpectedly.
President Carter renewed his plea for
Americans to observe the 55 mph speed
1limit to save fuel. The other arguments
are old and less convincing.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration maintaing that the lower
speed limit improves safety. Traffic
deaths are down 10,000 a year from the old
speed limit days. Experts claim at least
half of those lives were saved because

of the 55 mph limit,

The Department of Energy claims a sav-
ings of 200,000 barrels of petroleum
daily since the lower speed limit was im-
posed S5-years ago. Officials admit some
of that savings comes from reduced use of
automobiles and the use of more new fuel
efficient vehicles.

Most motorists say they support the 55
mph limit. A government survey of 1,500
motorists found that 56% strongly favor
55, 21% somewhat favor 55, 13% oppose 55,
and 10% strongly oppose the speed limit.
The most common excuse for exceeding 55--
the other fellow is driving fast, too.
Many motorists said speeds up to 60 mph
should be tolerated. The survey also
found: 2/3 support air bags, 2/3 believe
eliminating the drunk driver would be the
most effective way to improve highway
safety, 1/l wear seat belts regularly.

Even Smokey admits most people exceed 55.
The Maryland State Police estimate the
average highway speed is now 59 or 60.
(The national average is 62 or 63 mph.)



FIFTY-FIVE COSTS TIME

By Bill Via

You can determine how many minutes--or
what portion of a minute--it takes to
travel a mile at a given speed by divid-
ing the speed into 60. For example, the
minutes per mile factor for LO-miles-per
hour is 1.50--40 divided into 60. Mul-
tiply the minutes per mile factor by the
number.of miles traveled--or to be trav-
eled--and you obtain the total time re-
quired to cover that distance at that
average speed. As you can see, at LOmph,
it would take 150 minutes, or 2 hours
and 30 minutes to travel 100 miles. The
5% mph speed limit is painful enough,but
did you know that the speed limit was LO
mph during World War II?

The table in column 3, shows elapsed
times for a distance of 100 miles at

55 mph, and at higher speeds at increme=
ments of 5 mph through 100 mph. The Lth
column in the table shows how much less
time it takes at a given speed to travel
100 miles than it takes at the immedi-
ately preceding speed. The 5th column
shows how much less time it takes at a

given speed to travel 100 miles than it .

takes at 55 mph. Thus, it takes 9 min-
utes less (column L) to travel 100 miles
at 60 mph than at S5 mph; it takes 23
minutes and 18 seconds less (column 5)
to travel 100 miles at 70 mph than at 55
mph.

Minutes per mile factors are useful for
rallyists, who typically use pre-calcu-
lated tables showing the factors from

10 mph (to one decimal place) to at

least the highest lawful speed, and show-
ing also the time required to travel var-
ious distances from .1 of a mile through
10 miles for each speed. You may find
minutes per mile factors useful in mak-
ing travel time estimates, even if you
don't rally. You can use the elapsed
times given here for the speeds in ex-
cess of 55 mph for calculating how much
time you are losing because of the pre-
sent speed limit, for arguing what the
1limit ought to be, or for engaging in
your favorite speed fantasy, if you like.

ELAPSED TIMES FOR 100 MILES AT SELECTED SPEEDS

MPH MIN.PER MI ET(h:m:s)
55 1.09 1:49:00
60 1.00 1:40:00
65 .923 1:32:18
70 .857 1:25:42
75 .800 1:20:00
80 .750 1:15:00
85 . 706 1:10:36
90 .667 1:06:42
95 .632 1:03:12
100 .600 1:00:00

REDUCTION OVER
PRECEDING ET

REDUCTION OVER
ET at 55 mph

:09:00

:09:00

0 0

0:07:42 0:16:42
0:06:36 0:23:18
0:05:42 0:29:00
0:05:00 0:34:00
0:04:24 0:38:24
0:03:54 0:42:18
0:03:30 0:45:48
0:03:12 0:49:00

THE der bayerische SPONSORS

DER BAYERISCHE Advertisers would appre-
ciate knowing where you discovered them.
Let them know you saw their ad in the
National Capital Chapter newsletter!

If you know of potential advertisers,
you may wish to pass along this ad info.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Annual Ad rates (11 issues) may be
pro-rated for portion of year:
Full Page....... $250

Half Page.......$175 ‘
Business Card...$100
Set-up $25 for initial ad
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BMW Ten Years Later

By Bill Via
@ hon 90 entersd the American market full

bore a little more than 2 decade ago, it
actively--and successfully--sought to
establish for itself a reputation as a
performance oriented manufacturer of
quality automobiles, Masterfully com-
bining arrogance and derision, one of its
advertisements during that era proclaimed,
"Of course, you can buy a Swedish tractor
or an oriental curiosity, but if you want
the world's best sports sedan, buy a SMW."

Many were convinced that 3MWs did, indeed,
offer excellent value, and a devoted fol-
lowing of the marque rapidly evolved.
Then came the federal anti-pollution con-
straints, the demise after 197L of the
super-sounky 2002 tii, the power dimin-
ished two-litre models of 1975-76, and
the much awaited advent of the 3201 in
1977--which, alas, proved to be a contro-
versial model, at least, and a downright
disaopointment for many among the old
guard BMW enthusiasts. Mpdifications in

1978 and 1979, which are said to have
improved handling, acceleration and speed,
may result eventually in wider acceptance
of the 320i amongz the Bimmer zealots of
loneg standing, but only time will tell.

Meanwhile, one Swedish tractor--Saab--
was found by Road and Track, in a 1977
comparison test of several makes, to be
slightly quicker than the 320i and
quickest overall, although BMW was
judged to be the best of the lot test-
ed, all things considered. But the mar-
zin wag slim--and that Saab was not a
turbocharged model. Since then, the
trolls of Nykoping have been offering

an increaging number of impressive per-
forming, well-appointed, turbocharged
models at attractive prices. But where
is the turbocharged 320i, fitted--like
the Saabs--with four-wheel disc brakes,
Bilstein shock absorbers, alloy wheels,
spoilers, maintenance-free Gould battery
and electronic ignition, as standard

Continued Next Pags_

OUR MESSAGE IS SIMPLE
The best place to buy a car is

Route 50
& Shot Town Road

(Next to HOWARD JOHNSON'S)

ANNAPOLIS

TOLL FREE PHONES
Annapolis Area
7575300
Baltimore Area
97L~6500
Washington Area

261-2552
Eastern Shore Area
822-8288

GENDERSON BMW Gives Special Consideration to BMWCCA iMembers
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MAZDA vs SAAB vs BMW

equipment? If you want a turbocharged
3MA you must buy the turbocharger in the
after-market and have it installed, or
do it yourself. Of course, by fitting

a turbocharger, you will void the war-
ranty on your car and you will probably
flunk the periodic emissions tests that
many believe are sure to be instituted--
which, if true, means that you will have
to bear the expense of re-converting
your engine to stock form and look for an

unsuspecting buyer for your turbo unit.
Or, you might put it on your boat. A
factory turbocharged version of the 320i
obviously would have its advantages, and
there is ample evidence that the car
would sell briskly, if not outrageously
over-priced. You have to wonder why the
self-proclaimed performance oriented mar-
vels of Munich haven't produced one and
brought it to the U.S. market. The fact
is, they haven't--and there is no evidence
that they intend to do so. Moreover, the
reports recur that the 323i--the 2002tii
reincarnated--will not be sold here.

Sob. (pun intended).

The inscrutable manufacturer of that or-
iental curiosity, the rotary-engine Maz-
da, has in the meantime successfully re-
nounced its renunciation of the engine
that goes "boing, boing", and at the same
time deweloped an affordable, high-per-
formance sports car that is powered with
the engine that goes "hummmm". If Road
and Track's test results are valid, t
Mazda RX-7 not only lunches on Datsun 2
cars and Porsche 92Ls, but it can pin
the ears back on a Mercedes-Benz L50SL
at the drop of a gauntlet.

You may have noticed also how few 2-litre
BMWs you see in SCCA and IMSA racing
these days. Rotary powered Mazdas, on the
other hand, are enjoying considerable
racing success at tnis level, and Saabs
recently took their class by storm in
showroom stock racing. In addition to
raw performance potential, cost is a
crucial factor in deciding what make to
take racing--with the purchase price of
the car, modification expenses and main-
tenance costs being paramount--and so is
manufacturer support, in whatever form

it may take. Could it be that 3MW, for
all its race-oriented advertising hype,
simply doesn't measure up in these cru-
cial areas? Is it fair to say that BM,

content with its own racing program run
through Motorsport, is unconcerned about
the private owner who wants to go racing?
If so, perhaps BMW, no longer a lean and
hungry company, feels that it simply does
not need to be concerned about such things
anymore.

There are many who fear that 3MW is seek-
ing to emulate Mercedes-Bgnz--to build
competent but dull sedans for sale at
megabuck prices to the very affluent,
who typically have little or no appreci-
ation for true sports sedans. This fear
is buttressed in part by the fact that,
al though BMW continues to engage in con-
siderable self-laudation in .its adver-
tisements about,its race-bred sedans,
the company seems to be lagging a bit
when it comes to the actual production
of performance oriented cars--at least
for the U.S. market.

Certainly, there is more to a quality
automobile than sheer acceleration abil-
ity and top speed, especially in today's
world. BMWs have traditionally been
appreciated for their balanced excellance.
That is to say, they have usually scored
well in every relevant measure of a qual-
ity sports sedan, and generally have been
devoid of major flaws. Notably, they
have proven to be relatively durable and
reliable, and have held their value com-
paratively well. If that equation changes
significantly, those who do not consider
themselves married tothe BMW marque will
doubtlessly evaluate very carefully the
offerings of other manufacturers when it
comes time to replace their current cars.
But, the fact is that a Mazda RX-7, for
all its desirable qualities, won't meet
the passenger carrying needs of most of
us. And, you've got to admit that the
Saab, with its Star Wars wheels and the
countenance of a pachyderm, is simply
not cpmpatible with the aesthetic sen-
sibilities of BMW fleigers--Saabs seem
more appropriate for those strange

people who wear "practical" shoes. Let
us hope, then, that the performance mind-
ed engineers resume command in Munich and
that the bean counters now in control-
who apparently believe that the differ‘
ence between a sedan and a sports sedan
is advertising hyperbole--are relegated
to oblivion,



u o 4952 Wyaconda Road
Rockyville, Md. 20852
% Telephone: 468-0428

A U TOY HAS M OVE D to a new convenient location 3 minutes from the

Beltway behind White Flint Mall. From the Beltway, take Wisconsin Avenue North 1% miles, Right
on Nicolson Lane, !z mile to Right on Boiling Brook Parkway, Right on Schuylkill Road, Right on
Wyaconda Road, 100 yards on left.

Quality BMW Parts and Accessories

at Discount Prices 10 a? s MoGasy-Fie3
, Mot Slontn___ Closed Sundiays & Holdays

: ggru:::fts Original Equipment Manufacturer:

tune-up parts
filters

brake components
clutch components

@ Stabilizer Bars
@ Suspension Springs & Kits
® RaceMark Products

® Recaro Seats . ;

@ MSD Ignitions & MSW Wire major and minor engine parts

® Turbocharger Kits

@ Talbot Mirrors NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR:

@ Travel Kits ® Marchal Quartz Lamps

® Momo Steering Wheels ® 320i Suspension Springs & Kits

® Mothers & Armorall Car Care
" @ Sunroof Wind Deflectors
® ATS, BBS & Momo Alloy Road Wheels
® Fiberglass Fenders, Flares & Air Dams
® ChemLube Synthetic Lubricants Dealer Inquiries Welcome!
® And MANY MORE!

= - e - —

uto gMWh Open Saturdays
Aozs-c g and Evenings
erke, Inc udi

Mercedes-Benz

Volkswagen Auto Werke Offers

Special Consideration
Experienced and Certified Service Technicians to BMWCCA Members
Major and Minor Service by Appointment

4954 Wyaconda Road, Rockville, MD 20852--Telephone 468-0323
_.“iext to Autoy’s New Location—See Above Directions)

b
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more

This is a total conversion, air pump and
everything goes. Supplied by Miller and
Norburn (approximately $L35) it is expen-
gsive but well worth it, 12 hours labor
included.

Some Results (with automatic) are:

0-60 mph time improved from 11.3 sec. to
10.1 sec., gas mileage in town improved
from 13.5 mpg to 16.5 mpg, on highway im-
proved from 18.5 mpg to 23 mpg.

Harold Neal, Tarheal Chapter

YOUR BMW TALKS, ,LISTEN]!}

Many of us have gotten into the habit of
getting into our cars and turning on the
radio, tape deck, or CB even before mov-
ing. They are not turned off until we
get out of the door. All the time, your
car is trying to tell you something in
what begins as a slight noise.

Many problems begin as a slight noise,
rattle, buzz, etc. that wasn't there be-
fore. Prompt attention at this point can
very well save you a major expense, or

PAUL BROYLES

tech

tips
(horror of horrors) an expensive tow job.
Often, all that is needed is an adjust-
ment, lubrication, or maybe simple tight-
ening. Severzl things come to mind in
the above categories, but the list is far
from all-inclusive:

Thumping due to bad alternator bracket
bushing on 2002tii's

Fanbelt squeal due to alternator bracket
bolt backing out on 2002tii's or a loose
fan belt

Slightly noisier engine due to loosening
valves

Whining caused by a bearing going bad.

The whele point is to suggest that on a
regular basis, you should take a ride in
your car with no sound beinz generated by
accessories and the windows rolled up and
then opened. Hopefully the beautiful qui-
et ride of BMW will be there to greet youw

Bob Yohe, Connecticut Valley Chapter

GENERAL REPAIRS

DICK SCHIAVONE
Factory Trained— 14 Years Combined Experience

9541, Smith Ave.
Lanham, Md. 20801

Open Fri. thru Tues.
Closed Wed. and Thurs.

24-HOUR MESSAGE SERVICE
(301) 459-2080




Swap or Sell

FOR SALEg

2 Brand New Weber DCOE |;5s (never on car)
with manifold, gaskets, linkage and in-
structions-$300. 2 rear Koni shocks
(1,000 miles)=$25. 1 set headers, used-
$L0. 1 12V & 1 6V wiper motor-3$20 ea.

1 6V starter-$L0. 1 set black front rec
liners w/ head rests-$100. 1 1602 drive
shaft-$25, 2 12V voltage regulators (1
new, 1 used)-$25. 2 12V Alternators

(need attention)-$15.ea. Right door 1602,
no glass, no rust-$50. 1 L speed trans-
mission (needs sync.)-$100. A/C w/ con=-
sole, compressor, brackets, etc, instruc-
tions-$150. 1 pair BMW dealer natural
color lambs wool seat covers, new in bag=-
$100. Other misc. 1602/2002 items, also
1800ti items including entire black in-
terior (seats, door panels, etc.), win-
dow regulators, all instruments, drive
shaft, lL:11 rear, wheels, etc.

Call Ray Latall 703-L451-9199 (leave mes-
sage, will return calls.

ANYBODY READY FOR SPRING?

The National Capital Chapter's Spring WANTED :
Tour will be coming up in April. Time to
clean up and make preparations now. 176 2002 w/hspeed, A/C, low mileage

Call Mark S. von Wehrden 703-371-0010.

CLUB STORE o,
SPECIAL | .. ...

free to BMWCCA members. Submit items

* MARCHAL to editor before DTR BAYERISCHE deadline)
GT Driving Lights #*

$50

e 1 PR ONLY

call Chuck Garrish 301-268-56L3
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OF AMERICA, INC.

345 Harvard Street

Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Please accept this application for membership in the BMW Car

—— ————— ——— ——— ————— —— ——————— ——— e

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Club of America and the National Capital Chapter.

Signature:

Date:

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Model of BMW:
Year:

Model of BMW:
Year:

Zip

Ser. No.

Your check payable to BMWCCA must accompany this

application.
Joining during;:

Ser. No.

NOV—FEB 23.50; MAR—MAY 19.00; JUN—OCT 14.50

This covers your initiation fee of $2.50 plus both National
Capital Chapter and National dues to the end of the current

calendar year.
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Arlington, Va.
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C. Eldred & W. Riblett
Main Street - On the Green

W Sharon, Conn. 06069
;QCLUBOFI‘
ASHiINGTON O™
Box GBS
Arlington, Va.
22216

NEXT MEETING:

DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

MARCH 20, 1979 (3rd Tuesday)
8:00 P.M.

DIAMOND HEAD RESTAURANT
6900 Wisconsin Ave

Chevy Chase, MD




