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Editor's Notebook
A National Capital Chapter member from Charlottesville writes: "Can you please send me
some information on local chapters that I
would be able to join? I would like very much
to be a member of a local chapter and to participate in its activities."
Well, there are no local chapters in Charlottesville. But his question brings up a
good point that applies as well to our many
members in Baltimore, Annapolis and other relatively distant places.
The purpose of our organization is to offer
knowledge and aid to other members so we can
all become better car owners -- and to have
fun besides. We all pay the same dues.
Yet
our Baltimore and Charlottesville contingents,
because of the distance they'd have to travel,
have less opportunity to take advantage of
chapter activities.
I discussed the aforementioned member's letter with Ken Wright, our chapter president,
and he agrees there's no reason why members in
che more distant areas shouldn't be able to
organize their own events, as long as they
don't compete with regular chapter activities.
Events could include their own regular meetings, tech sessions and occasional get-togethers with the "parent" chapter.
If anyone in those areas is interested in
forming a sub-chapter, send in a notice to the
newsletter including your address or phone
number or some way you can be reached by
others in your area. We'll print it if you
want, or pass it along to someone who lives
near you. Or, when someone calls you for the
upcoming chapter census, mention that you'd
like to be put in touch with others in your
area.
Meanwhile, of course, any member is free to
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suggest club activities and help out with some
of the work!
Or nominate yourself as a club
officer or committee chair. All chapter positions, including newsletter editor, become
vacant in January and will be filled at our
January 17 chapter meeting.

President's Message
Try to visualize what driving an automobile
will be like in two or three generations. A
race of mentally deficient mutations will rule
the public roads, their AM radios blaring and
their arms flailing spastically as they careen
ecstatically and bounce harmlessly off each
others' little plastic cars, and grunting unintelligibly in their mindless frenzy. By
that time, highways will be unfit places for
actual travel, because unreason had defeated
reason back in the 1970's. Because at that
time, the holy crusaders in the government announced to the people: "We will put balloons
in your cars so you won't harm yourselves;
now, you be nice little morons and don't drive
too fast or we'll make you pay us Real Money."
Not that the government has been given much
choice in the matter. The citizenry is
shocked by the death rate on the highways, but
see page 14

Letter to the Editor
To the editor:
In reference to the letter to the editor appearing in the September, 1977 issue of der
bayerische (vol. 7, # 7 ) :
Subsequent to the publication of the aforementioned letter, certain events have taken place
which merit further discussion. To jog your
see page 8
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tech tips - paul broyles

Want To Start Something? Know Your Battery
TIME: 6:15 a.m.
PLACE: M.R.S. Anybody's driveway
CONDITIONS: Cold -- 15°; cloudy and still dark
WIND: 20 mph, gusting southeast
OBECTIVE: Reach work destination on time and
safely
SCENE: After 10 minutes of chipping ice from
around the driver's door and freeing the door
lock M.R.S. Anybody inserts key into ignition
and turns it, only to hear the engine go rrrrr
rrrrr click buzzzzzzzz.
Not sure that the nose had been held right,
M.R.S. Anybody cycles the key and another at-

Happy Holiday Season
As is traditional at the end of the year, der
bayerische will not be published in December
so its editor and contributors can relax and
enjoy life until the holiday onslaught.
The next issue will reach you in early January. Until then der bayerische wishes you a
good Thanksgiving, happy Chanukah and merry
Christmas.

tempt at starting is made. No luck.
Strange
-- the battery had been working fine. There
was no warning -- or was there?
We all know the rest of the story: tow truck
with a hot shot, the phone call to a friend
for a ride or a double trip for somebody.
Then the phone call to your mechanic or parts
store.
Now suppose that, after proper testing and
checking, it's determined that your old or nolonger-functioning battery needs to be replaced.
(It's hard to say how long a battery
will last; it depends upon conditions.) Beginning with a good type of battery, follow manufacturer's instructions for initial servicing
and firmly mount the battery in the car.
Inspect and service battery cables and clamps
and you're ready to go. Simple -- or is it?
Just what battery are you supposed to buy?
And how come? There are all kinds of batteries to choose from, or so it seems.
Let's go back a minute.. Remember how your
battery would run out of water or the terminals and clamps would become corroded?
Remember the battery box area where the paint
peeled off or rust and corrosion set in? It
was all caused by battery gassing.
What is battery gassing?
Let's take a brief
look at how a battery works. First, its construction.
Batteries contain a positive and a negative
see page 13

Veteran Club Formed

It's Party Time

Bayerische Motoren Werke has announced the
formation of a BMW Veteran Club in Germany.
The new club has the sponsorship and sanction
of the BMW factory. All cars prior to the BMW
1500 are considered veterans and the club'was
formed to help the owners of such vehicles
keep their cars running.
The authorized clubs in the United Stake.? are:

December's chapter activity will be a holiday
party, replacing the monthly meeting.
Everyone's invited to Chet Kingsbury's for a good
time at a low price.
The date is Saturday, Dec. 17 at 8 p.m., the
place is 4008 William Lane, Bowie, Md., the
;ost is $2.50 per person and the program is
...unpredictable. Chet has revealed two surprises in store for attendees: Chestercito's
Wombat Chili and lethal Tombstone Punch.
The $2.50 will cover beer, munchies and setups (bring your own booze) . To help Chet know
how many people to expect, please call if you
plan to attend: 464-1946 (home) or 261-0090
(office).
Remember, it's the last event of the club year
and a good chance to fortify yourself with
good cheer in the midst of trying to buy those
presents.

BMW Isetta Club
P.O. Box 90
Topanga, Ca. 90290
BMW 507 Owners Club
Hilltown Pike
Hilltown, Pa. 18927
BMW 700 Register
1733 Falstone Ave.
Hacienda Heights, Ca. 91745
The address of the International Veteran Club:
BMW-Veteranen-Club
Deutschland e.V.
8500 Nurnberg
West Germany
Write to any of these groups to get membership
information.

The 320i Controversy: Deja Vu and the 2002
It seems like I've been caught up in this
whole thing before. Like in the late '50s and
early '60s when Volvo introduced the model 122
to replace its popular and successful model
544.
Rave reviews and great expectations
whetted the appetites of dedicated Volve enthusiasts everywhere as they rejoiced at the

by jim ryland
prospect of an "improved" Volvo. Then, as the
higher-priced 122 with its technical improvements and added luxury became a fact of life
on U.S. roads, the realization slowly but
surely hit home that the old 544 was one hell
of a good car and even a better deal for the
money. What followed for some was disappointment, feelings of betrayal and, ultimately,
polarization of Volvo owners into quietly hostile model camps. Sound familiar yet?
The 122 was, in fact, a great car, but it
marked a change in corporate philosophy and
auto technology that could not help but eventually alienate the small, avid groups which
helped Volvo establish its reputation and
which found the 544 to be one of the most enjoyable cars ever — compact, sturdy, nimble,
different and fun fun fun to drive. And what
a personality! There was the underdash chain
we pulled to lower the curtain over the radiator for a quick warm-up. And that wonderfully
smooth transmission with the long shift lever.
Well, the 544 is gone and so is the 122.
Those who extolled the virtues of those models
are no longer hostile. In fact, they don't
care who buys a new Volvo or why anymore, but
chalk up the demise of their favorite model to
the same fate which claimed brass beds, classy
bathing tubs and clear air — progress. But
that doesn't stop them from continuing to enjoy their cars as they appreciate in value.
We BMW owners are now experiencing a similar
turn of events, yet we have one advantage that
Volvo owners did not: an active national owners' association. While the interests and
disappointments of 544 and 122 owners remained
for the most part private ones, we can voice
our reactions through our local chapters and
through BMWCCA.
The thing that bothers me is that some in
BMWCCA seem determined to establish an official position for or against the switch to the
320i. Outside of the healthy and unavoidable
comparisons, it seems to me that any energy
spent overly criticizing either of these fine
cars or their owners is wasted -- especially
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FOR SALE: 1972 Porsche 911T. Need an exotic,
sportier car to go with your BMW? Car is
sepia brown with a tan interior and has all
"S" equipment including front spoiler, alloy
wheels, sway bars, instruments and trim, five
speeds, Behr A/c, AM/FM stereo. All original
41K miles, looks good, has no rust, runs well.
Asking $6,700.
Bill Riblett, (301)652-9013
evenings (Bethesda).

because we have nothing to gain and a great
deal to lose in terms of the unity of our association and its membership.
Think about.it.
Do you know of any car owners' association which offers as much as
BMWCCA and the club chapter?
I place a high
value on the information and the exchange of
views offered in the Roundel and in der
bayerische; it makes BMW ownership even more
rewarding. As much as possible, let's avoid
surrendering the pages of our publications to
"model politics." I'd much rather indulge myself with a Paul Broyles technical treatise or
enjoy a Dave Roach article on rallying.
In light of the mutual appreciation for BMW
automobiles, I move that we welcome the 320i
as a full partner. Be honest -- wouldn't you
really like to have one of each in the driveway?

Need Company for Club Events?
You Could Use a 'Bimmer Buddy'
Do you ever pass up club activities because
you don't have a friend, date or spouse who's
interested in attending with you -- and you
don't want to go alone? Would you like to attend a rally or tour, but need someone else to
sit in the front seat as a navigator, driver
or just plain company?
Our chapter is now looking into the idea of
starting a system of "Bimmer Buddies," a roster of people who are available as rally companions and for other events. Chapter member
Vicki Livingston is pursuing the idea and you
can find out more about it by calling her at
569-0413.

