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What's a Lincoln Continental Mark IV
doing on the cover? See
the interview with Nick Craw.
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Our January meeting proved to be fairly successful. We
were able to see a gathering of 50 or more members.
There were a lot of new members present and I hope we
managed to make them feel right at home. Hopefully,
we'll see even more present at the February meeting.
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The February meeting should be quite interesting. Our
guest speaker for the evening will be IMSA racing
driver Nick Craw, who drives a BMW (and wins the
majority of the time, I might add). Nick will also show
the B. F. Goodrich film of the 1974 IMSA season.
We have several events in the next few months which
will require the assistance (and hard work) of quite a
few of our members. Please don't hesitate to volunteer
your services—we want this to be a successful year in
every aspect.
Right now we have a problem. We need a storekeeper—
Wally Welch has graciously declined the position due
to a rather heavy work schedule. If anyone is interested
in being the Club storekeeper, please call me as soon
as possible.
Well, that's all for now.... See you at the next meetin
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Failsafes
The 1975 Rally Season is under way. WRC presented a very
fine one-day rally seminar and the first really low pressure rally of the year. WRC plans to have another seminar next year. This is a good time for all of you who
are interested in rallying to get started.
Dave Roach has a low pressure rally that we'll be presenting in April. I'm planning to help Dave with the
rally as well as a rally school. We'll be going over
the basics of rallying, simple course following hints
and terminology. I'd like to see a big turn out both in
workers and participants. I'll be needing at least 8
more people to work checkpoints. This will be good
practice for our championship rally which will be on
October 5th. Please note this date. We'll need many
workers that day.
If any of you will be willing to work on checkpoints for
the April rally please call me at 525-4094 anytime.
Rally Calender^
Feb. 23 - WRC Winter Ceries III
March 9 - WRC Winter Ceries IV
April 20 - BRANDED Championship
For information on upcoming rallies give me a call
Nancy Stutsman

Here's What's Happening
On rebruary 14th there will be a Club anniversary party
at the home of Betty Kingsbury in Bethesda, Maryland.
(It's also Chet Kingsbury's birthday party!) There will
be free beer, mixers, and other goodies on hand. If
you want to drink something a little harder, bring it
along and have some fun. If you need directions, please
call Chet at 345-2915.
In March we will hold our championship autocross (see
autocross column for details). Denise Price, autocross
chairperson, and Chet Kingsbury, O.D. of the event, are
going to need a lot of help. Please call Denise or
Chet to volunteer your services.
Patti Cavallero
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Autocross
Ever had the urge to enjoy your BMW in snowy weather
without worrying about bending it? Those of us who feel
this way had the chance on January 12 at the Frederick
series. We arrived at the Zayre lot to find several
autocrossers driving on the course to clear off the snow
and slush from the night before. So we motored on down
and joined the fun. What a sight—a dozen assorted cars
chasing each other around some pylons in the snow. I'm
sure the spectators on Route 40 thought we had all lost
our marbles. However, there were no fender benders,
although plenty of spinouts.
The January 26 autocross at the University of Maryland
was fantastic—my hat's off to O.D. Jim McCracken. All
club members who ran did excellently—including me!
Wally Swift and his famous Sunbeam Alpine were finally
toppled from first in E/P by a BMW [C'mon, Denise, admit
it was your very own husband—Ed.].
I know this is early to bring up the club's autocross,
but I'd like everyone to keep it in mind. Each year we
get the same criticism about sloppy registration and
lack of workers. Last year we had too few workers and
those who did volunteer their time spent all day on the
course. So keep March 23d in mind and plan on coming
out to help.
One last note—if you'd like to start autocrossing now
instead of waiting for the autocross school, then you
can try what is known as a "fun run." This way you
can run the course with or without another person
(possibly a friend who has autocrossed, or any autocrossing club member) and receive a time. So any would-be
autocrossers should look forward to giving it a try at
our autocross on March 23d.

$278.76

Denise Price

Ron Beavers

Party!
The Saint Valentine's Day Massacre (in three-part
harmony), featuring Chet's Tombstone Punch!
This year's Chapter Anniversary Party happens to coincide
with Chet Kingsbury's birthday (well actually it always
did; Chet was just afraid to admit it), so Chet has
volunteered to hold the fiasco...er...affair at his old
lady's house (I hope she knows about it). There will be
lots of beer and goodies available, and it should be a
great opportunity to get to know your fellow BMW nuts.
The date of the St. Valentine's Day Massacre is obvious—
February 14, at 9 p.m., at Chet's mom's home. If you
don't like beer, bring your own moonshine, or whatever
It la you drink. BYOD. Directions:
pm Beltway (495), take Old Georgetown Road North
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only stock shock absorbers be allowed.
seconded and carried.

The motion was

After a buy-and-sell, there was a slide show of 0
'74, after which the meeting was adjourned at 10:1?

The meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by President Ric Cavallero.

Bob Critchlow

Denise Price gave the membership report.
Patti Cavallero gave the activities report.
Denise Price, gave the autocross report. Results of the
USCC "Moneycross" were given and members were reminded
that this is a good series for beginning autocrossers.
The first championship autocross will be held on March
9. A club autocross school is planned for warmer
weather, with a blackboard session and hopefully a skid
pad.

Membership

Nancy Stutsman gave the rally report, mentioning the
WRC Winter Series and rally seminar.

Wilkommen Neue Mitglieder
(Gladtohaveya)

There was no racing report.

Another good month for new members.
the word, folks.

Dave Roach announced that he is planning a low-pressure club rally with seminar in April.
Patti Cavallero announced a spring tour to Warner's
Restaurant in Cumberland, Md. Ric and Patti Cavallero
are OD'ing the event.
Estelle Watts gave the council report. Championship
autocross and rally calendars are now available. The
council has proposed a 50c fee for an autocross charity fund to serve as a goodwill gesture that will hopefully make more parking lots available for autocrossing.
Wally Welch has agreed to be the club's storekeeper.
There was no tech report.
Old business: Mike Sullivan displayed his proposals
for a new chapter logo and a new cover for the
Bayerische.
New business: Dave Roach proposed that the club pay
$21.35 for the development of 76 photos taken at
O'Fest '74. The motion was seconded and passed.
Denise Price noted that the Landmark parking lot has
been lost for autocrossing. Any members who know of
any parking lots that might be available for autocrossing are requested to get in touch with Estelle Watts.
Ric Cavallero noted
pressed an interest
enough club members
with the local drag
their drag strip.

that some club members have exin drag racing their BMW's. If
are interested, we can get in touch
racing club to see if we can use

Chet Kingsbury related his bad service experiences
with East-West Lincoln-Mercury-BMW. He does not recomment this BMW dealer.
Ric Cavallero pointed out a change in the council's
autocross rules that affects BMW's; it is now illegal
in the stock classes to change from one type of shock
absorber (such as oil-filled) to another type (such as
gas-filled). .This means that Bilstein shocks cannot
be used on BMWs competing in stock classes. After
some discussion, it was moved that the club send a
letter to the council recommending two possible alternatives to the present rule: (1) that any type of shock
absorber be allowed in the stock classes or (2) that

Keep on passing

James B. Bradshaw, 6032 N. Kings Highway, Alexandria,
has a '74 2002tii (a quickie!)
Laurence C. Davis, 4115 N. 17th St., Arlington, also
has a fast little '74 2002tii.
R. E. French, 1500 S. George Mason Drive, Arlington,
owns a 1971 2002.
John L. Fryling, 4519 N. 25th Rd., Arlington, has
no doubt beautiful 1973 3.0CS. Wow!
Not only that, but S. R. Hannon, 2416 McKenzie Rd.,
Ellicott City, Maryland, has a 1972 3.0CS (Covet,
covet).
Jim Miner, long-time national member, has finally
succumbed to our badgering and joined the chapter.
Jim lives at 1909 Everglade Court, Crofton, Md.,
and has a 1974 2002tii.
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Mitchell live at 9011 Edgewood
Drive, Gaithersburg, and they own a family of BMWs—
a 1973 2002 and a 1974 Bavaria. The family that
drives BMWs together...uh...uh...
Wayne Riddle, 9104 Vosger Ct., Fairfax, owns a
relatively new 1974 2002.
George Schmholtz, of 11310 Old Club Rd, Rockville,
has a '72 Bavaria 3.0.
Charles F. Warburton, Jr., 1601 Northcrest Drive,
Silver Spring, owns another "big" car—a 1974
Bavaria
And last but not least, Wayne Wiswell, Wayberry Inn,
East Middlebury, Vermont, owns a 1970 2002. That's
a long way to come to a meeting!
The National Capital Chapter welcomes you to our club.
We sure hope you all will be active members. Should
lid
you feel our present activities are not adequate, tell
us about your ideas at the next meeting. Also chec
the autocross column for a special idea for an actd
We hope to see you all at Pop's in Wheaton for the v
next meeting on February 19.

m

Jack Rolfe

Interview
^ ^ ^Conversation with Nick Craw
When BMW is mentioned in connection with IMSA's
Goodrich Radial Challenge racing series, the first name
that comes to most race fans' lips is that of Nick Craw,
followed closely by Miller and Norburn. Craw drives the
number 64 blue and yellow Miller and Norburn-prepared
BMW 2002, and he's usually out there, dicing for the
lead with George Alderman, Carson Baird, or Amos Johnson.
In fact, Nick Craw won the Goodrich Radial Challenge
series in 1973 and placed second—after a heartbreaking
loss to Alderman—in 1974. He is the outstanding BMW
racing driver in the United States today.
I first saw Nick Craw at the IMSA six-hour endurance
race at Mid-Ohio last summer. I had just finished
filming the pit stop where his co-driver, John Morton,
turned the number 64 car over to him after putting it in
first place, when Craw came walking down the pit lane
as calmly as a bird watcher on a nature walk to tell
crew chief Preston Miller that the brakes had failed
completely and the car was sitting somewhat crunched out
on the infield of the track.

•

Nick Craw at home doesn't look quite as tall and aweinspiring as Nick Craw the racing driver at the track,
but he is the same assured, affable person, very willing
to talk about himself and his sport. The only evidence
of his racing career in the living room where we talk
is two large trophies—one from the Japan Grand Prix and
from the 1974 Goodrich Radial Challenge—sitting on
aantlepiece. Upstairs in the trophy room, if one can
by the bearskin with huge, toothy head, one can view
a long wall of trophies. Outside the house sits Craw's
monstrous Lincoln with the only other hint of his parttime profession—license plates that read "RACER."
As we sit talking into an annoying tape recorder, I
wish the tape weren't so near the end. There's so much
more to talk about, so much to be learned in a conversation with Nick Craw.

BAYERISCHE: The first question that I think most BMW
owners would like to ask you is why, after racing the
fastest 2002 on the IMSA RS circuit, you come home to
drive a Lincoln Continental Mark IV on the street. That's
quite a switch, isn't it?
CRAW: A lot of people have joked about that. That's a
throwback to my formula days. When I first started racing,
I had to have a tow car, and I managed to lease a
Lincoln Continental. The lease was a complete maintenance
deal, whereby the leasing company took care of all the
maintenatce, so I could beat the living hell out of the
Lincoln towing a formula B Brabham all over the country,
and they would replace transmissions and tires and things
like that. After I stopped towing my own car, they gave
me a good deal on buying it, so I kept it. The other

Copyright c 1975 by David Roach. No portion of this
interview may be reprinted without prior written consent,
pt that any local or national publication of BMWCCA
eprint without permission, provided credit is
^ T Mis
s is an edited version of an interview that took
place on 21 January 1975 in Washington, D.C.

ancillary reason is that I was so uncomfortable on the
track that I wanted to have something nice and relaxed
to drive on the street, and I figured with all the idiots
on the street, that if I got hit by somebody, I wanted
to be as protected as I could. The nature of driving on
the street is such that you see a heck of a lot more
idiots than you do on the racetrack. So it's partly
defensive and it's partly for comfort. A lot of people
assume that a race-car driver has to drive something
sporty or responsive and hairy on the street, and I
don't find that necessarily true. My theory is that I
can drive anything with wheels on it. In point of fact,
the knowledge I've gained on the track is terribly
useful-.to me on the street; I'm very much more aware of
how dangerous the street is, so I'd just as soon have
something that's pretty well protected. I do my racing
on the track and not on the street; I just use my car
to get around with.
BAYERISCHE: The last time I talked to you, you mentioned
that you and the Peace Corps had an understanding that
racing is your prime interest. Since then, you and the
Peace Corps have had a parting of the ways, haven't you?
CRAW: Well, that's not completely accurate. To say that
I and the Peace Corps had an understanding would be to
say that I had an understanding with myself. My understanding with the Federal government was not that racing
was my prime interest—my prime interest was the Peace
Corps, it always has been—but that that was an activity
which I carried on on the side, which was subservient to
my work. It meant many times that I sacrificed my time
on the track or my physical alertness because I worked
too hard or had traveled some incredible distance to
make a race. But it was a healthy, symbiotic existence
where they could live side by side. One of the reasons
that I took up sedan racing was because I could not
maintain the schedule of international racing I was
doing before. We came to a parting of the ways for the
simple reason that I had been there four and a half years,
and I had done probably ninety percent of the things that
I wanted to get done. I'm not a believer in standing
around and accepting a paycheck when you don't think
you're making your maximum possible contribution.
BAYERISCHE: When did you start racing? What kinds of
racing have you done? You mentioned formula B.
CRAW: The only other type of racing I've ever done has
been formula cars and prototypes; I'd never driven a
sedan before I got into the BMW. I started in 1968 down
here at Marlboro speedway, went to drivers' school, got
a national licence, ran national races in 1969, went to
the ARRC, and turned pro in 1970. I raced with Fred
Opert and went all over the world—I ran the Japanese
Grand Prix, formula 2 and formula Atlantic in Europe and
South America, the old L&M Continental series—I was

