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Test Drive: E60 530Xi Sports Wagon 
A Fun, Fast, All-Weather Family Cruiser 

Text and photos by Robert Williams 

S
topping in at BMW of Sterling for some 
parts for the old E30,1 happened to notice 
that the new E60 5 Series Sports Wagon had 

come in, and they even had one of the all-wheel-
drive 530Xi models. I was excited to see this car 
since I had wanted to test-drive that particular 
model for some time; so I called David Lee, the 
Sales Manager at BMW of Sterling, and asked if 
my wife and I could take it out for a drive and 
also snap a few pictures for the dB. David agreed 
without hesitation and we set up a time. 

Some readers may recall one of my ranting 
"From the Editor" columns from last year 
focused on BMW's position at the time that they 
were not going to bring the AWD 5er to the US; 
for a while there, it even looked as though they 
might not bring the Sports Wagon here either. 
Within a month of my column appearing, BMW 
changed their tune, though, and announced the 
E60 Wagon, with AWD, would come to the states 
after all. Coincidence? I'd rather think the 
powers-that-be in Munich are regular readers of 
der Bayerische, and that the opinions expressed 
here hold such sway that fanatical diatribes in 
this magazine may actually lead to marketing 
and distribution changes for a huge, multi-
billion dollar company. That's my theory 
anyway... 

My wife, Robyn, and I are big fans of the 
AWD BMWs. While we don't get a whole lot of 

Fast lane changes at 50mph or so 
were a lot of fun, you just don't 
expect a car of this size to be so 

nimble and responsive. 

The red-line on this engine is 7,000rpm, but I 
decided to let its eventual owner decide at what 
point hed like to take it into that realm. 

snow in this area, we like the confidence that 
comes with the knowledge that we'll be able to 
get where we need to go even if the weather does 
get ugly. When our first son, Nathan, was on the 
way, we were looking for an AWD wagon and 
ended up in a 325Xi Sports Wagon. We would 
have preferred something bigger, but the 5 Series 
wagon didn't come in AWD. We like the car a lot, 
but now that we have added a second youngster 
to the family, Weston, born last August, we are 

even more interested in a bigger AWD wagon. 
We arrived at the appointed time and David 

had the car out with a tag on it and ready to go. 
The car we tested had the following options added 
to its base price of $51,100: cold-weather package 
($900), premium package ($2,100), automatic 
transmission ($1,275), navigation system 
($1,800), and satellite radio ($595), with the 
$695 destination charge, the price as tested was 
$58,465. 

Our first impression was that it's a more 
handsome car in person than in pictures; I think 
it's one of the best-looking wagons out there. The 
one we tested did not have the sport package, but 
I think the standard 17" wheels look better than 
the ones that come with the sport package. They 
are a five-spoke design that almost seems like a 
modern recreation of the old Cragar wheels from 
the hotrods of my youth. That may sound silly, 
but that's the first thought I had when I saw 
them. 

Opening the back hatch, we found a cargo 
area that is not only considerably larger than our 
3 Series wagon, but the layout is much better 
since the wheel wells do not intrude from the 
sides, as they do on our car. With the seats folded 
down, I'd dare say you have a flat storage area 
equivalent to many short-bed pick-up trucks. 
The automatic tailgate was a nice feature as well, 
it's not something I think I would opt for, but it 
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DIY at Convenience Car Care 
Text and photos by Robert Williams 
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£ { T T T T e l l , let's roll 'em on in!", shouted 
Convenience Car Care owner 
Timmy Tyrell to the assembled 

National Capital Chapter DIY participants on 
July 9th. Timmy had made a bay available for 
each of our six shade-tree mechanics, so there 
was no waiting for a spot. Once they were direct­
ed into their bays, everyone waited patiently for a 
few minutes while Timmy and his top techni­
cian, Derek Williams, went around and assisted 
in locating lift points and safely getting the 
vehicles off the ground. 

This one pin is all that stands 
between the E46 owner and 

about another degree of 
negative camber. 

Navid Rahimi and Ernest Nichols each 
came in with E36 cars, Navid did his brakes and 
an oil change, Ernest did engine mounts. Dave 
Fitzgerald, Steve Moody, and Nick Rubenstein 
each brought their E46s in for work. Dave did an 
oil change; Steve and his 11-year-old son Chris 
changed plugs, air filter, and diff fluid; and Nick 
did his brakes. Our only non-3 Series car 
belonged to Charles Yeh, who replaced the 

rubber exhaust hangers on his E34 Touring. 
Dave Fitzgerald had a nifty trick in mind to 

add some negative camber to the front end of his 
2005 330i Performance Package car. There is a 
locating pin in the top of the strut housing on 
the E46s and it protrudes through a round hole 

Dave, Steve, and Steve's son Chris under 
the hood. 

in the strut tower. All the other holes in the tower 
are slotted, so this one pin is all that stands 
between the E46 owner and about another 
degree of negative camber. Dave had heard that 
it was possible to use a punch to push that pin 

down into the housing, but we thought it would 
be a neater job to elongate the whole through 
which it passes (to make it like the other bolt 
holes) and then he could move the housing to 
his "street setting" to save tires in day-to-day dri­
ving, and switch to the "track setting" only when 
needed. 

When we explained what we had in mind to 
Derek, he said he had the perfect tool for the job. 
He returned a few minutes later and handed Dave 
what looked like an air-powered Dremel tool, 
although it was considerably thinner and easier 
to handle. It was variable-speed and had an 
aggressive bit on it that carved away the unwant­
ed metal like a hot knife through butter.. .well, 
not exactly like that, but you know what I mean. 
After looking at the finished product, and hear­
ing Dave's opinion following his short test-drive, 
Steve decided to do the same on his E46 330i. 

Ernest Nichols' engine mount job turned 
out to be a little tougher than one might imag­
ine, but Derek jumped in to assist, again with the 
perfect tool, and they got die job done. There was 
one stubborn bolt that they actually ended up 
accessing from up top, with about a two-foot 
long extension on a ratchet. After spending some 
time under the car, it became clear to Ernest that 
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