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“The 2004 National Capital HapterAutocross season concluded with'
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the 6th event at the 16 October ChapterFest at Bowie Baysox Stadiurm.

he event started off with great fall temps and
Tp:iﬂi:l] sunshine, It looked like it was going to

be an all-out great day. As we waited to start
our runs, a number of concourse participants started
showing up and re-cleaning their cars after their
drive. As a surprise, the start of the second heat
included rain being added to the technical challenge
of the course. Looking over the ChapterFest results, it
looks like the rain may have created opportunities for
some and disappointment for others.

Even though there was some dampness on the
course from the previous evening’s rain, those who
ran in the 1st heat might have had the best opportu-
nities, The Ist half of the 2nd heat was the group
most affected by the rain. The second half of the Znd
group found the rain event passed, but the course still
wet. The 3rd heat found the course beginning to dry
out from the breeze and the cars heating up the
course. This was the first rain we had all year on the
NCC events, which were blessed with great days.

The ChapterFest course started off with two
quick and short hair pin turns, one right and one left,
then a rigfit hand skid pad. As co-pjfot with mv,16-

year-old daughter Andrea, she shifted the dog leg 1st
of the 1974 2002tii quickly into second. As Dad and
instructor, the goal was to get her focused on steering,
accelerating, breaking and tumning at the optimum
moments. This is the section where Andrea and 1
differed. 1 kept the 2002tii in 1st until the first skid
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pad. T was able to keep the RPMs in the high but con-
trollable range while not over powering the tires
through the turns. When she rode with me after her
runs, she was a bit upset about my change of tactics.
I think she screamed, “That's not fair!!” Well the way
I figure it, she needs to develop her shifting skills and
graduate from a leamers permit to a license so she

dido’t _need_an_arm._chairfathecconjlot-naviegtor
instructor protecting his “baby.” By baby, I meant my
daughter and not the car!

Continuing on the course, Andrea did great, each
time working and improving on each section of the
course. After the first skid pad, the course had a short
slalom into a Chicago box, and then a long gradual

right hand tum down hill into a tight left running into
a second right-hand partial skid pad. After the skid
pad, there was a short slalom opening to a long
straight run up-hill for about 150 yrds. Both Andrea
and [ approached redline on the Tach of the 2002tii in
2nd gear during this section. [, too, made the choice to
carry the speed to the top of the section; which finished
by going into a third tight right-hand skid pad to the
stop box. Some may have shifted to 3rd, I thought this
would be a mistake for my gearing and it seemed to
work out just right!

2004 for me has been a year of recovery. For any-
one who has experienced it, recovery can be & long
process. Starting just before the Spring Autocross
School with Andrea, I had made the choice not to run
on R-Compounds this year. The decision was made in
a large part because I had spinal fusion surgery in
December 2003. As such, T was not supposed to be
lifting and tugging on anything greater than 20 Ibs for
a year. Hence, changing tires at events with no crew
support was not allowed. That required me forget
about running R-Compounds and getting new street
tires. Noing so. | maved 11n, from nrey’ (4  iabmwinfsor

PanaSports with Hooziers to the 157 TSW
Hockenheims with new Falkens. The wheel change
required me to make multiple adjustments to my
spring perches to get the balance and height just right,
I also had to prevent tires rubbing on the suspension
and fenders, so camber adjustments were required. |
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