- When it rams

Text and photo by Jared Townshend

ning the Formula One World Championship. So when I caught

wind of tickets to this year’s F1 event at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, 1 rounded up the troops and left for Indy. The finesse of
Juan Pablo Montoya had brought BMW within a few points of first.
Even Ralf Schumacher had been competitive, allowing BMW the
chance to clinch the Constructor’s Title. Having never watched an F1
race in person, I was understandably eager to embark on the journey,
a ten hour tour. .. a ten hour tour (sing to the tune of “Gilligan’s
Island”).

F or the first time in a long time, BMW had a real shot at win-

" “Are we there yet?” I asked, from the back seat of Jon’s BMW 328, thir-

.ty minutes into the car ride to Indianapolis Motor Speedway. I enjoy

e  chatting about cars, especially BMWs. However, I was still amazed

~ that three car enthusiasts could actually talk (mostly) about cars for
ten hours there, and ten hours back. Do you want to know what we
talked about? Yes? Really? Then keep on reading,

. In the eye of the (ticket) beholder -
'Ihe Indianapolis Motor Speeday is. .. colossal, and would have

made the Coliseum in Rome seem like a one car garage. The Fl cir-
mﬁgﬁm.. he NASCAR circuit is 2 2.5 mile-long oval. The

[ 250,000 and another 250,000 can fit on the infield.

it pours!

The Saunﬂay schedaﬂe included a F1 practice session and qualifying
laps, as well as a Porsche Super Cup practice and race. The Sunday
ticket afforded its owner the F1 main event and the final Porsche
Super Cup race. The driving was superb. The cars were amazing. And
the crowd was well behaved. BMW Williams fans were everywhere and
may have out-numbered the Ferrari fans. The crowd was very inter-
national and it appeared as if the population of Columbia had moved
to Indianapolis. Go Juan Pablo!

The action on the racetrack was exhilarating. Both Juan Pablo and
Ralf qualified ahead of Michael Schumacher, but behind Rubens
Barrichello. These positions put both BMW Williams drivers in the
middle of the Ferrari drivers for the start of the race. Thus, the race
day fans were treated to some exciting first few laps, as the BMW dri-
vers worked they way to the front of the pack.
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Complete Detail Center

Imotor eportejl
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$5 OFF

Full Service

Hand wash/Vac/wipe down interior,

windows in/out tire dress
EApireS Dee 31,2008

$10"OFF

Full Exterior Detailing

Hand wash/Vac/Exterior Prep/

Polished/Buffed, Plus 2 coasts of

Wax/Wheels & Tires Dressed
Expires Dec 31,2003

$25 OFF ~

Complete Detailing

Inside and Outside. Bumper to Bumper.

Top to Bottom. Show Room Look
Expires Dec 31,2003

Power Washing

Residential & Commercial
Decks » Siding * Brick
Fences « Porches & more

Sealing available
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Other Services

* Window & glass Tinting

* Repair stars, scratches,
chips & cracks in windshield
* Wet sanding to remove or
improve damage from minor
scratches, acid rain, & key
scratches on surfaces

« Dent removal

2414 Oakville Street
Alexandria, VA
Ore mile south of Crystal City,
behind Jack Taylor Used Cars on
Jefferson Davis Hwy

Membership
Corporate Account
Gift Certificates Available

Shuttle to metro
Major credit cards

We accept MasterCard, Visa,
and American Express
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Alexandria

Bavarian
Service

Independent Service for your BVW

416 E. Raymond Ave., Alexandria

One mile south of Heishman BMW, oneblock west
o theNTB, of of Jefferson Davis Highway (Rt 1)

703/836.2002

Open M-F 7:30am-6:30pm

MC/Visa/Discover/Amex Accepted - Shuttle to Metro

der Bayerische





