


If you didn't go to the Petit Le Mans at 
Road Atlanta the weekend before 

Oktoberfest 2000, 
ou missed... 

\ 

You could have seen 75-year old Paul 
Newman practice driver changes in the 
Paddock. He drove in Dick Barber's Porsche 
team opposing the M3s. We didn't see Newman 
do autographs, 

...the Schnitzer prepared BMW LMR VI2s and the Prototype 
Technology Group M3s on a very exciting race track. OK, so one LMR did 
a 150 mile per hour back flip while passing on the rise after 1\irn 7. Fans 
were stunned. Driver Bill Auberlen was not hurt. OK, so one M3 died early 
just as it passed the BMW fans at turn 5. OK, so the other M3 had driveline 
and oil line problems and finally dropped out. OK, so the remaining LMR 
lost a wing (when Mueller spun) while running 2nd and fell to 5th after a 
lengthy pit stop. 

"Cool Hand" sez, "lean drive 
50 laps!!!" 

...but we did see Hans Stuck 
and the other M3 drivers signing and 
greeting fans. Attending a ten hour 
race with a bunch of fellow enthusi­
asts is a great adventure even if your 
team has a bad day. 
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i n ' W O O D Y H A I R 

This year's BMWCCA Oktoberfest 
in Greenville, SC, combined with the 
Petit LeMans race weekend at nearby Road Atlanta 
provided a full week of quality BMW motorsports. 
Some enthusiasts even made it a two-week festival of speed 
by attending the Formula One race in Indianapolis the weekend before. 

* * 
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lor me ii started with the two Speedvision Cup races at Road Atlanta on Friday, 
September 29. The one-hour Touring Car race featured 18 BMW 328s among 
tlie 36 starters. This class has been dominated by RealTime Racing team's 
Acura Integra Type-Rs for the last two years, but a Turner Motorspoit 328is 
driven by Don Salama had won the previous race at Texas World Speedway. 
Now the top two qualifiers were Mike Fitzgerald and Neal Sapp (Ellicott City, 
MD) in two identical TC Kline 328Cis. Fitzgerald lead from the start and was 
closely followed by Sapp until making a mistake in turn 5 that allowed Sapp 
to grab the lead for the final four laps. Well almost. On the last lap, Fitzgerald 
pulled alongside his teammate exiting turn 7 and stayed beside him on the 
long back straight, through the turn 10-11 chicane and under the bridge. 
Going down the hill from the bridge to turn 12, Fitzgerald pulled ahead just 
enough to get the checkered flag. Throughout the race there were battles 
going on between Salama and Alfred Dupont in 328s and Will Turner and 
Paul Alderman, also 328s. 

The Speedvision Cup GT race had three M3s entered, but I didn't give them 
much hope against the many Corvettes, Vipers, Saleen Mustangs and Porsche 
911 GT3s on the fast Road Atlanta track. I was wrong. Peter Cunningham, 
in his RealTime Racing M3 (yes, he's the owner of the Integra team as well 
as one of the drivers from Tom Milner's PTG M3s in the American LeMans 
Series) qualified on the pole and led much of the race until a malfunctioning 
shifter cause him to slow, and then drop out. Jeff McMillin, in another M3 ran 
in first for a while near the end, but was overtaken by the Porsche 911 GT3 
driven by Mike Fitzgerald. Fitzgerald's two wins the same weekend were a first 
for the Speedvision series. McMillin's second place finish puts him in first 
place in the season points standings. 

Saturday morning started with several support races. BMW Club members 
were invited to an autograph and question & answer session with the 
Prototype Technology Group's six drivers. The 1,000 mile Petit Le Mans race 
started at 12:30 pm on Saturday before a crowd of 60,000. Many of the BMW 

enthusiasts at tlie corral overlooking turn 5 were quite happy to see the num­
ber 42 BMW VI2 LMR move up to 2nd place ahead of an Audi and two Panoz. 
Twenty miles into the race the no. 6 PTG BMW M3 drop|)ed out with engine 
ills. Tlie front end of this car had been rebuilt the previous evening after a 
practice shunt. Just over an hour into the race, while most of the BMW crowd 
was standing in line for lunch, the no. 43 BMW VI2 LMR driven by Bill 
Auberlen lost its downforce when closely following another prototype car over 
the back straight hump. The car did a full gainer in the air and landed in the 
grass on the right side of the track. After scraping against the wall the car 
came to a stop and Auberlen jumped out uninjured. The car was later 
declared pretty much intact, but no attempt was made to get it back in the 
race. Auberlen and his wife joined the BMW corral that evening at dinner 
time. J Lehto and Jorg Muller were told to be very careful when following 
another car over the hump from then on out. The race featured some pretty 
close racing between the Audi R8s, Panoz LMP-ls, and the BMW LMR 
throughout the day and gathering darkness. Muller was running in second 

place when he spun at turn 3 and hit a wall. The resulting 10 minute pit stop 
to replace the rear wing dropped the car to fifth place where it finished. It was 
an eerie reminder of last year when he spun into a gravel trap while in the 
lead with five minutes to go. 
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