








Mid-Atlantik '02 Fest 2000

John Kohan should
have been there. Remember him?
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The guy who witote4o.the Roundel and suggested fhat all-efus '02 owners should get  life,

sell, our old junk; and buy new-cars?

on April 29 at the Shenandoah River State Park near Front Royal. And,
I suspect, John would have made exactly zero converts. Not Juan Cardona,
owner of what appeared to be a brand-new '74 tii (it was fresh out of the
restoration shop), not the owner of the ragged-out, rusty, Inka-fading-to-
Colorado-orange 2002, and not any of us

in between.

The Mid-Atlantik '02 Fest is the
creation of John Weese of Landisville,
| Pennsylvania.
John thought it
would be good
fun to have a get-
together for all of
us '02 owners
somewhere in the mid- !
Atlantic states and in a season when those of us |
with little (best case) or no air conditioning could enjoy
the drive and a day in the great outdoors. So, with the help
of his wife Judy and his friends John Love and Steve Good,
he organized the event. It was publicized only on the web
(2002list@ids.net), without any help from any BMW CCA
chapter. Despite the poor publicity, Weese managed to
attract the aforementioned 33 '02s, covering every vear of production (1967-
1976) except 1968.

The weather was perfect, adding proof to the argument that The Big Guy

Himself drives a 2002-sunny, 75 degrees. Molly (my 2002) and I arrived at
about 9:30 to find 14 '02s already there, and they just kept on coming, well into

By David Roach

We admired each others' cars, talked about the repairs and modifications we'd
made, ate picnic lunches, and voted for our favorite cars, which were:

— Favorite round-taillight (1967-1 3

— Favorite square taillight (1974

— Favorite tii - Juan Cardona, 1974 2002tii

— Favorite engine compartment - Juan Cardona, 1974 2002tii

— Favorite paint job - Juan Cardona, 1974 2

— Drivers' choice - Bob Payne, 1974 2002 turbo
— Farthest distance traveled to the event - Bob Payne
(from near Greenville, South Carolina)

In addition to these awards, Paul Wegweiser awarded a
Maximilian Imports "Esse award to the
daily driver that best represents the spirit of '02 ownership
to Alan Tober and his Agave (green) 1973 2002tii.

Then there were door prizes, so many (and from too
many sponsors to list here) that everyone got a door prize.
As the sun began making its way toward the Appalachian
Mountains to our west, everyone packed up and said
goodbye, vowing to meet again next year, and headed
home in the afternoon sun.

And then came the best part-caravanning up the road in a line of '02s. It was
just like the good old days, when BMW owners flashed their headlights at each
other, when BMWs were strange, boxy little furrin' cars that could flat-out git
it instead of status symbols, when John Kohan wasn't around, disparaging the
marque. It was perfect.


















Saturday, May 13 was sunny, but very cold and astrong wind was blowing
off Lake Michigan. At leastwe could leave our luggage in the hotel thisday.
They announced we would have the two scheduled 3-lap trials and then a
third event of one lap would be added to make up for the canceled
Gingerman event from the firgt day. By thistime all of the top runners were
well aware of where they stood in the points race. The top runners in SGT1
were very close. Gingerman #2 had Roein firg, followed by Smith/Geswein,
Adee inthe truck, Ddlis and Crowviser. The Gerrard/Kary Mercedes spun
in the tricky turn 5-6 complex and finished 35th. Itwasafata blow to their
chance for the overal win. | was 66th, the same position | had qualified in
one week earlier. The top five in Gingerman #3 were Roe, Smith/Geswelin,
Minneker, Gerrard, and Crouviser. Ed Dellis ,while not in the running for
the overall win, certainly had the speed to be aspoiler. Thistime he spun
inturn 6 and finished 4lst. Tammi was 79th.

This left Sean Roein the Hennessey Viper only 10 points behind the
Smith/Geswein Viper. Remember the morning they overdept cost 55 points.
It would all be decided in Gingerman #4, aone-lap trid from a standing
dtart. The suspense did not last very long. Roe, inahbonzai run, spunin
turn 6 and took forever to regain the track. Histimewas good for 91st spot.
When the winning Viper returned to the paddock, the co-driver hopped on
the long hood and they celebrated with aburnout of 100 feet, avoiding a
parked car inthe process. Dellis won this fina event - afitting end to a
valiant effort. Minneker was second, Smith/Geswein third (after seeing Roe
had spun), Gerrard fourth and Olthoff fifth. Roe's spin placed him 6th
overall inthefinal fina standings but he till finished 2nd the in separate
class points. Tammi, concerned about an overheating engine, was 86th.

We finished 64th overdl for the event and 19th of 31 in the SportdGT2
class. In 4,400 miles the 13-year old M3 used 11/2 quarts of oil. Pictures
and full results of the 2000 One Lap, aswell as previous years, can be found
at www.onelapofamerica.com.

Warsteiner beer and abuffet dinner were consumed at the track while the
fina scores were calculated. This was followed by the awards ceremony.
Yes this is astrange and unique event. It's something that's impossible to
explain to neighbors, co-workers, (and girlfriends). There are large sums
of money being spent by some teams. The Cadillac and some Saturns had
full factory support. Mogt conversations that last night revolved around
determination to be back next year with afaster car. | sure want to.

hig moment of glory came when Gay managed to pass the 300 hp white
"Gruppe A" M3 on the front straight at Lime Rock. There was quite a cheer
from the crowd.

In know you are wondering about Cetesby Jones wild 318ti that he and Peter
Klein drove to 3rd overall last year. Yesh, the one that was on the cover of the
Roundel recently. Wl it's been retired to street use and | understand it isnow
for sdle. Catedhy and Peter came back this year in Cateshy's 1986 Ruf Porsche
911. Luckily they had trailered it to the start in Michigan because the trans-
mission broke during the firdt time trial. They trailered it back to Florida with
hope of getting it fixed intime tojoin the show at Sebring. Well they were
a Sebring, but the car just wasn't ready. Oh, and Cateshy's wife had the 318
there too.

There was one other incident that caused harm to three of the BMWs a once.
Itwas on 1-84 through northeast Pennsylvania about 2,00 in the morning. The
Lynch/Chamberlin 323, teff/Catucci M3, and Wills 2002 had all gone off and
left us at speeds beyond our 90 mph speed limit. Shortly thereafter we flew by
asthey appeared to be making driver changes on the side of the road. The next
day we found out they had all struck apipe or something in the road. It result-
ed in some bent rims, blown tires, and broken ar dams. Somehow Tammi and
| had missed it. With the help of a dedge hammer carried by aOne Lapper in
aFerrari 512 Boxer (why?) and an early-opening tire store, they were all ableto
make it to Lime Rock in time. They didn't get four hours degp and ashower in
amotel aswedid though.

Woody Hair
SGTI:
Smith/Geswein Dodge Viper 1545 pts 1 Overdl
Roe/Hennessey Viper Venom 650 1460 pts  6th QA
GeradKay RennTech 6009 74 1460 pts  2ndOA
Minneker/Mallett Mallett C5 Corvette 1340pts 3rd A
Crouvisier/Reimer Toyota Supra Turbo 130pts  4th QA
SGT2:
Potter/Samuels Mazda RX7 TT 2200 pts  8th QA
Corcoran/White Pontiac Firebird 2175pts  10th QA
Stasiowski/Black Mazda RX7 TT 2065 pts  13th QA
The Schlickenmeyers  Mustang 2055 pts  14th QA
LUXURY SEDAN:
Swa'McCraw/ursone  BYW M5 750 pts 18th QA
AdigAdis Aud A 635pts  29thQA
MID-PRICE SEDAN
Hopking/Becker BW 325i 15755 pts  15th QA
Potter/Ramirez W GTI-VR6 135pts  4dist A
VINTAGE FOREIGN
Griffithg/Griffiths Porsche 911 550pts  9th QA
DdligMartin Bek Liger-Chev 456 pts  25thQA
VINTAGE AMERICAN:
Reed/Sugg Superformance Cobra 550 pts 11th QA
Olthoff/Ray Superformance Cobra 417 pts 36th QA
ECONOMY:
Stimac/Denuzzio Dodge Daytona CS 515pts  32nd QA
Berube/Kramer Saturn SC2 495 pts 33rd QA
TRUCK-SUV:
Adee/Reuter Dodge Ram 266 pts  3Ath QA
Bond/Wigert Ford Ranger V8 243 pts 55th QA
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