
A German Experience 
with a Southern Touch! 

That's how my wife, Susan, described the delivery experience of our 
new 2000 M coupe through BMW's new Performance Center. 

Simply stated, and absolutely correct. We also happened to be the first 
to take delivery of a BMW utilizing BMW's new Performance Center 

Delivery Program in Spartanburg, SC. By Bruce Baicar 

W
here do I start to describe our experience/adventure? I guess it really 
began when I (we) first saw the new M coupe at the Washington Auto 
Show last year (it was the ONLY reason I went!). That car was silver, 

and it drew quite a crowd, and an amazing love it/hate it response from many. 
For me, it exemplified BMW's perfection of a true "purpose built" perfor­
mance vehicle (as did the boy-racer E30 M3, which I had owned and loved 
for six years and 140,000 miles). The M coupe was car-love at first sight, even 
though the color was wrong (not Dakar yellow!). There is nothing under­
stated about the M coupe, from its body flares to accommodate the 9-inch 
wide rear wheels, to the four exhaust pipes from which the 3.2-liter M-engine 
plays its wonderful music! BMW performance enthusiasts know what I mean! 
From that first sighting, it was only a matter of "When do I commit" to order 
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one. Complicating this purchase decision was the new M3 (when would it be 
available, and with what engine?) and the simple fact that I loved my current 
ride, a 1995 M3 (Dakar yellow), which (of course) has its own story. Susan 
says I would keep every car I have owned, if possible (she is right). And she 
is tired of all the fuss I make when I have to give up a car to make room for 
the new ride! Only Susan, the dealer, and the car know what that really 
means! Are there others out there who are as attached to their cars as I am? 
My dealer is Tischer BMW, and my client advisor is Mike Mills. Both patient­
ly waited as I made my purchase decision over several months. As I said, I 
wanted to learn more about the upcoming M3, the availability of the 
Sequential Manual Gearbox (SMG) from BMW NA, and the upcoming M3 
powerplant for the US. During this "What to do? What to do?" period I became 
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Extraordinary 
personal attention 

to meet the needs of the 
discerning driver. Service 

by factory trained BMW experts. 
Professional service by 

professionals. Huge parts 
inventory. Car stereo. 

Accessories 

Body and paint 
repair specialists. 

The best in used cars. 
And. of course, complete 
easing services. The ultimate 
dealer for the ultimate 
driving machines. 
Virginia dealer 

license #976. 

"The World of BMW and nothing less." 
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BMW Unveils New Models, New Power 
By John Hartge 

The 3rd generation M3 is revving up and heading to the USA with an 
ETA in the fall. It will pack an estimated 330 horsepower, 90 more 
than the E36 M3. Due this summer is a new engine for the non-M 3 

Series. This 3 liter replacement for the 2.8 will have 225 horses, nearly as 
potent as the E36 US M3. 

BMW unveiled the US spec M3 at the New York Auto Show in April. Serious 
M fans probably got their preview first from www.bmw.com, the interna­
tional web site that featured a multi-media M3 show as soon as the car got 
its worldwide introduction in Geneva early in the year. The car is very 
aggressive - 1 8 inch wheels, flared fenders, and a power dome hood. 

The 3.2 six is very slightly bored out from the old Euro-spec engine and the 
head is a new design. BMW was still tinkering with certification in April 
but estimated the output at 330 horsepower with 255 lb. ft. of torque. The 
engine is the same as the 343 horsepower Euro M3 but the number is lower 
because of the conversion from the European DIN formula to the US SAE 
horsepower formula. Also apparently the placement of cats in the US car, 
near the exhaust manifolds, slightly changes output. BMW says 0 to 60 will 
be about 5 seconds. There's no official price yet but plan on a base of 
47ish. The show car, a Euro spec car, had grippy cloth seats. The steering 
wheel is very thick, serious track stuff. It has six throttle bodies, unfortu­
nately covered by a big intake box. Those throttle bodies are controlled 
electronically, drive-by-wire, allowing the M driver to select a sport mode 
for snappier throttle response. 
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