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Text and photos by John Hartge

he car shows around here are more like
Tshowroomsthan shows. But Detrait's

North American International Auto Show
definitely puts the emphasis on show. It's the
best car show in the U.S. and possibly becoming
the best in the world. The wesk leading up to
the public show each January is open only to the
press and industry folks. Pressdays have
become a media circus, with too many
"reporters’ and too many PR. stunts trying to
outdo Chryder's extravagant reveas — like
crashing the Grand Cherokee through a plate
glasswindow or dropping a Dodge Ram pickup
from the ceiling. But for cars and glitter, Detroit
is definitely the show.
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Mog of the hype thisJanuary was over the new
Beetle. It'scute. It'sinteresting that public
reaction to a concept car forced the vehicle to

M-roadster reveals what will become an M-car
trademark — dual dual exhausts
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the market. But, will it sell when the novelty
wears off in six months? Or will it lead to a
Concept 2002, just in time for the model year
and model name to match? Hmmm.

BVW displayed afleet of M-cars, al blue. But
al the M-horsepower on the first floor was
upstaged by an M-cafe. 1t was on a mezzanine
constructed above the main floor. From there,
you got a panoramic view of the entire car show,
facing oneway, or facing another, you got a
view of M-engines— hanging like pictures on
the mirrored walls of the cafe.

Tired of gawking at engines? Go back to the
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Another BMW concept, the sidecar for the cruiser bike

main floor for some rockin” round the Z07 concept car.
ntertained with their moves, they repl
r's unique coupe roof- rear deck

BMW officials claim the M-coupe, due in the fall, will

be the best performing BMW. They also confirmed there
will be a BMW sport utility, well, a sport activity vehicle,
is what BMW is calling it. It will be built in South
Carolina at the Z3 plant.
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by Paul Vessels

chance to showcase their pride and joy on the pages of the 5.
In turn our membership will see the variety of BMWs and the
level of personalization that makes each car unique in its own right.

This is a continuing series in which Club members will have a

For each month this year, we will feature a “Car of the Month”. Since this
is a bi-monthly newsletter, there will be two cars featured per issue. Again,
any car owned by a National Capital Chapter member is eligible. Just send
several photos of your car, along with a written description about the
vehicle, enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope, if you wish to have your
photos returned. Send your submission to me at the address listed here.

But wait, there’s more......In the November/December issue of the @B
you'll find a ballot to choose from the 12 Cars of the Month, a Car of

the Year. The winner will be announced and receive a prize at the

Annual Holiday Party....You will however, have to be present to win!!

Holiday Party is Ms, June, the 1968 1600 Cabriolet which
belongs to Dr. Bob Warren. Congratulations Bob. This car is
always a crowd pleaser at the Annual Deutsche Marque Concours.

The Car of The Year winner for 1997 as announced at the

Car of Th(f Month Remember, keep your pictures and bios coming in so we may
¢/o Paul \essgais continue this feature...without you it doesn’t happen. Til next
P.O. Box 1784

s time...keep the shiny side up!
Washington, D.C. 20013

Car of The Month Car of TthMonth
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MD. Dave and fellow Club member Ed York conspired to increase 325es. Chad's modifications include a Dinan computer chip, K&N
both power and torque approximately 50%. The ti was enhanced filter changer and B&B Tri-Flow stainless steel exhaust. For added
with a Dinan chip, it now inhales through a free flowing K&N cone air stopping power, the brakes were upgraded with Power Stop cross-drilled
filter and exhales through a stock 325 catalyst and 3" Dynomax muffler. rotors and Axxis Metal master brake pads at all four corners. The sweet
The front brakes were upgraded at the same time to use the 325i vented and low stance was achieved with Eibach Pro-Kit lowering springs,
rotors. The ti shows up at most Club events for anyone interested in Bilstein Sport shocks and a Racing Dynamics front strut brace to keep
looking it over. things taunt. 16x7 BBS Rx wheels shod with Dunlop SP 8000 rubber
2 round out this performance package. This was a standout vehicle at last
year’s Chapterfest concours and we hope to see it again soon.
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is 1995 ti Club Sport belongs to Dave and Debbie Baker of Mt. Airy, Chacl Britton is the proud owner of this methodically modified 1986






