






Lynn and I roamed around looking at the cars and talking to owners. All 
had a love for their car in common. 1.9,2.8, Black, Atlanta Blue, beige 
leather or black cloth interior, each car was somehow distinctive. We got to 
know each other by names and license plate numbers. Word of any new 
and exotic options spread like wildfire as people sought out a glimpse of the 
new part or at least tried to get a part number. 

From there we went on to a tour of the plant. From the beginning, my wife 
and I were struck with the organization and cleanliness. While we weren't 
able to see the line in operation, we did get to see some areas not normally 
open to normal tours. Although some robotics are used for the early con­
struction like welding, final assembly is done by hand with the exception of 
a lone machine which applies the bead of epoxy to the windshield before it is 
installed by technicians. The greatest part of the tour was tiiat technicians 
led it. They were able to give excellent insight into the manufacturing 
process and their pride in what they had accomplished was clearly evident. 
And, whether planned to get our reaction or not we found a lone Z3 Coupe 
sitting in the final check area. These have not yet been formally introduced 
and we were told later that day that we were not supposed to see any of 
them. While I have not been impressed by the photos, it is a much better 
looking car in person and I can see that BMW will probably find a market 
for them - although probably more so in Europe and still limited in num­
bers. Also, there was a sprinkling of M Roadsters, which got all of us excit­
ed. US models are not yet being built so we saw European models, includ­
ing several right-hand drive versions. 

After the tour we were treated to a lunch of Wurst, Sauerkraut and potato 
salad; what else could we have expected! Then, a discussion was held in 
the plant auditorium. Sitting on the stage was a gorgeous Cosmos Black M 
Roadster with red and black leather interior. They are truly beautiful cars 
and I found myself sorely tempted to trade-up. Luckily, I guess I can say 
luckily, my wife convinced me that an M Roadster was not in my future 
(immediate future - I'm writing the article so I can dream!). 

Present for the talks were engineers from Germany to discuss the M Roadster, 
the Coupe and other issues. Leading the discussion was Mr. Walt Behnke, 
Director of Communications at the plant. We learned a lot about the 
various types of Z3s and had a chance to ask some of the questions raised 
on the Z3 Web Page. For you Z3 owners, a summary of the questions 
and answers can be found on there. Oh, all right, just one answer; 
there are no plans to upgrade the exhaust system of the Z3 since it is 
designed to meet European noise-level standards. The final act of 
the session was the starting of the M Roadster. The purr of 
that quad exhaust brought cheers from the crowd. 

The author and 
his "baby". 

Perhaps the biggest hit of the day was a super service provided by Walt and 
the technicians. An area was set aside for anyone with warranty issues to 
have their car inspected. If something was wrong, die techs would walk 
into the plant to get the needed part(s) and install it (them) on the spot. 
Additionally, several "dent wizards" were there. These young guys did 
amazing work. From door dings to major dents, they made the Z3s look as 
good as new, even applying a little touch-up paint where necessary. They 
even took out a huge dent in the hood of one Z3, which, according to what 
the owner told Lynn, was the result of too much romantic activity! Of 
course Lynn, never the one to let something like that go by, told the guy 
that she couldn't wait to tell me that "at least someone was living out his 
fantasies!" The care and interest shown by the techs was amazing and 
something I have never heard about from another manufacturer. No prob­
lem was too small to look at and each was recorded to establish a baseline 
for potential product improvements. 

That night, we returned to me Zentrum for a lovely reception. Lots of wine, 
beer, food and good company as we continued to meet other owners. 
Additionally, many of the technicians from the plant tour were on hand to 
talk to us. As with the tours, their pride was plainly evident and they active­
ly sought out ways to improve their cars. The bond between technician and 
owner was plainly evident. 

The final day was set aside for a driving event. We met at 8:30 to get our 
maps and soon departed in a convoy of about 100 Z3s. You can imagine 
the reactions we got as we traveled the backroads of South Carolina wind­
ing our way past Lake Lure and into North Carolina. There were some fan­
tastic stretches of curving roads, which really brought out the best in the 
Z3's handling. We stopped for a rest in the city of Saluda and literally filled 
the town - the street, all the parking lots and parking spaces. In the end, 
after getting broken up into smaller groups as stop lights caused the 
normal problems of spacing and wrong turns led a line of Z3s off in some 
unknown direction, we ended up at the Taylor Ranch in NC where we had 
a BBQ lunch of massive proportion. Soon, though, we had to say goodbye 
to new friends and acquaintances. We all headed home, or wherever, 

promising to return next year and do it again. 

All in all, it was an absolutely wonderful weekend filled with great 
events and even greater friends. Like any group of BMW owners, 

the Z3 crowd has its own intensity and interests all joined 
by a common lust for the Bond car. For those of you 

interested, you'll find me there next year. In the mean­
time maybe you'll catch a ; glimpse 

of the black Z3 with the \ Virginia 
^ plates-JZ3YEEHA. 



C A R O F T H E M O N T H 

T 
his is a continuing series in which Club members will have a chance to showcase their pride and joy on the pages of the dB. Throughout the 
year, we have featured a "Car of the Month" and as promised, in this November/December issue of the dB you'll find a ballot to vote for the 
Car of the Year. The winner will be announced and receive a prize at the Annual Holiday Party....You will however, have to be present to win!! 

November December 

N
ovember's Car of the Month belongs to Bob Hofmekler. It's a 1995 
318ti Club Sport. Purchased new from Heishman BMW, it's one of 
the first of the original 200 Club Sports produced. Bob added the 

factory remote entry alarm system as well as an M3 front spoiler lip. This 
car has participated in several of our local events including a couple of 
concours. "Motorhead Bob" also owns a very clean '64 GTO and a pristine 
Porsche Carrera 4S, nice stablemates for the ti. 

This '97 840Ci is December's Car of the Month and it belongs to 
Gvon Brown of Mitchellville, MD. Gvon's car sports a list of modi­
fications which includes a TriFlo exhaust, K&N air filters, Eibach 

Pro springs, and 17" M System II wheels. Gvon says he'd like to find a 
reliable supercharger/chip combo under his X-mas tree this year to real­
ly make this 8er move. We'll be looking for this car at next spring's 
Deutsche Marque Concours, Gvon! 

From Car of the Month to Car of the Year 
Here is the Official Ballot to vote for the Car of the Year. Please check the box for the car that gets your vote. Keep your pictures and 
descriptions coming as this series will continue next year starting with the January Car of the Month. All ballots and Car of the Month entries 
should be sent to: Paul Vessels, P.O. Box 1784, Washington, D.C. 2 0 0 1 3 . 
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435 CALVERT AVE., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22301 

70S-8S 6-2002 
ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF NTW OFF JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY 

INDEPENDENT SERVICE FOR YOUR BMW 

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 

AUTODYNAMICS OF MARYLAND 
15862 Somerville Drive 

Rockville, Maryland 20855 

301-948-4744 1 
Your BMW and Audi specialist 

Same location since 1974 

A u d i A 4 

^J Major and Minor repairs 
^J Factory recommended services 
^1 Regular Maintenance 
^J Pre-purchase inspection 

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 6:30 P.M. 
One block to Shady Grove Metro 

€r VISA 

WE REPAIR AND SERVICE 
BMWs, VOLVOS AND MERCEDES, 

SINCE 1979 

J&FMOTORSLTD. 
PARTS & SERVICE 
MACHINE SHOP USED CAR SALES 

671-7757 
Shuttle to/from Metro available 

4076 SOUTH FOUR MILE RUN DRIVE 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22206 

ARLINGTON - ALEXANDRIA - FALLS CHURCH 

OGRACING' 
7204 South Hill Drive 

Manassas, VA 

M-F: 11am-7pm 
Sat: 10am-4pm 

Just like you, we're 
motorsports enthusiasts 

BELL 
We have Snell '95 helmets; Sparco, 
RaceQuip™ and Simpson®racing apparel 

and (new) Sparco — , • • v - • , 
leisurewear. We'll gladly assist K j i f t l l f i * , 
you with selection and sizing. • ™ 

We also carry brake pads, synthetic fluids, racing 
seats and accessories. And we'll help you select 

PFRFnRMmrF /, products that match the 
FRICTION " ^ C a r b o n ® type of driving you do 

—^ Meta l l ic from autocross to everyday 
driving to club racing. 

So when you select O G, 
you choose quality and service! 

A full catalog is available by phone 
or on our web-site,complete with sizing 

and application guidelines! Or stop by our 
showroom for a first-hand look. 

VISA/MC/Discovef • UPS Grd/Next Day Del. • Items intended kn racing purposes. 

Tech Line: (703) 257-0009 • Orders: (800) 934-9112 
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