





Text and photos by Jim Moran

eff Fleming of East Coast Auto Sound opened his doors the evening
of January 29th to the National Capital Chapter to talk about car audio
and BMWs. Jeff is a First Class Certified Installer and his shop is one of
the few high end audio shops in the area. They are very experienced with
BMWs in that they service twice the number of BMWs as all other specialty
shops in the area, combined. In addition, they share a building with
BMW Excluservice, so many mechanical troubleshooting needs are
only a step away.

Surrounded by racks of quality equipment, Jeff emphasized the need
for a good relationship between a shop and its customers. In the same
way one trusts their mechanic, so should one seek a car audio shop

to trust. An experienced, dedicated shop
with an excellent staff provides peace of
mind, Jeff went on to ask that members
solicit his advice, even if they have no plans
to patronize the shop. He will help in any
way he can.

Further, Jeff explained the idiosyncrosies

of the BMW sound system. The majority of
BMW systems have the signal processing
equipment integrated with the amplifier.
This means that a simple upgrade to the amplifiers, without adding signal
processing (cross-overs), is not possible. Fortunately, the factory systems,
particularly in the later models, sound quite good, lacking only low
frequency (bass) resolution. Jeff explained that the addition of a
self-powered subwoofer can bring an otherwise stock system to life.

In addition, the subwoofer can be installed so it is easily removed

when the trunk space is needed or to reduce weight for

autocrossing,
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To illustrate just what is possible in car audio, and East Coast’s handi-
work, we were fortunate enough to have on hand Dave Bowen’s 2002ti
and 325e. The 2002ti is 4 finished product, lovingly restored, and stock
appearing; except when the stereo is powered up, or the trunk is opened.
A bank of Precision Power liquid-cooled amplifiers power a multitude
of carefully placed speakers and subwoofers. The careful integration of
the speakers provides excellent sound quality, while maintaining a
near-stock appearance

The 325e, a work in progress, showed the amount of work that it takes to
install a top quality system. Sound dampening material is applied to the
chassis under the interior trim to reduce road noise and prevent unwanted

- resonance. Sturdy amplifier racks are
constructed and fitted. Custom enclosures
are crafted to properly aim the speakers
and covered with custom dyed vinyl or
leather to match the interior. Wires are
routed to prevent multi-path interference
and other signal problems.
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Also on hand was a Porsche C4S Cabriolet.
The tight confines of the convertible
prevented the use of normal subwoofers,
s0 4 chassis-coupled “Bass Shaker” was installed. Instead of moving air
molecules to produce sound, this unit vibrates the chassis of the car, and
therefore the listener. You feel the bass, rather than hear it. It reproduces
low frequencies, without the need for a large speaker or enclosure. Perfect
for 4 Z3!

Thanks to Jeff and his staff for an educational evening, and a special
thank you to Dave Bowen for allowing us to sample his cars,
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7 MASTER At Fleishman's we make it our jobto

CRAFTERS be Washington's #1 dealer in new
AUTO REBUILDING

and used sales and parts. We appreci-
xg A+ e AND REFINISHING, INC.

ate the support of BMW CCA in helping makeus

7406-7408 Weslmore Road

Rockville. MD 20850 (301) 251-9410-11 #1 BMW CCA members will receive adiscount of
HOURS: 8:30 — 6:00 15% on parts and labor at Heishman's.
ESTIMATES: 9:00 — 5:00
Saturday By Appointment Only There isa dealer who appreciates your business.
We Have Expanded Give usthe opportunity to show you.
We Now Offer:
Rust Proofing Exterior Polishing
Glass Repairs Used Body Parts
Interior Cleaning (BMW-Mercedes-Volvo)

Rental Cars at Low Rates

Shutte © Redkvile Meto HEISHMAIXI

THE BMW STORE

703-684-8500
3154 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Arlington, VA
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Baltimore Body Shop

“a fun place to do business”

889-2262

Ak forr Dham ow Dhave Mg da
2720 Sisson Street
(Just off the 28th Street Bridge)
Baltimore, Maryland 21211

* Knowledgeable staff
* Restoration specialists
» Free comprehensive estimates

& Sisaon Sireet
II PARK-IN-REAR

F— BALTIMORE
| BODY SHOP
5

* Meticulous collision repairs & painting

Fax your address to (410) 889-1043 and

\ your a 0

el receive our FREE newsletter which details Infas'ray
special offers and upcoming events 'med .j'

TECH LINE: 703-257-0009
o & ORDERS: 1-800-934-9112
I AL TN

7204 S. Hill Dr, Manassas, VA » Fx:703-257-7993 « M-F 11am-7pm, Sat 10am-4pm
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" " ‘source for Safety Equipment
safety is the number one pril:mtyr.n
Start with gA-95 helmets from Bell & Simpson.
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Extraordinary

personal attention

to meet the needs of the

discerning dnver. Service
by factory frained BMW experts
Prafessional service by
professionals, Huge parts
inventory. Car stereo
Accessories

"The World of BMW and nothing less."
OF FAIRFAX

8427 Lee Highway (at Prosperity Avenue), Fairfax, VA

Body and paint
repair specialists
The bestin used cars
And, of course, complete
leasing services The ultimate
dealer for the ultimate
driving machines
Virginia dealer
license *976.

560-2300
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