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r he weather forecasts had been ominous all week and Saturday dawned with a threat­
ening sky. The thought of participating in my first track event in the rain only 
increased my apprehension. On the other hand, I was taking the Highway Safety School 

for this very reason; to improve my driving skills in adverse conditions, whether they be weath­
er, road, or traffic related. Anyone can drive well on an empty road on a bright, sunny 
day, it's when the roads get slick and busy that accidents happen. As I made my way to 
Summit Point's Jefferson Circuit in the beautiful West Virginia hills, my mood brightened in 
spite of the weather. 

It turned out that my worrying was in vain. The rain held 
off for most of the day Saturday, until the last session when 
the students had acquired the skills to deal with it. Though 
the challenging exercises ensured that, even in the dry 
conditions, we were able explore our, and our cars', limits. 

The morning started with a classroom session that introduced 
us the skills that we would be practicing throughout the 
day - looking ahead, sensing weight transfer, brake 
modulating, and shuffle steering. We also reviewed the 
different obstacles that would be used to challenge us 
and develop these skills. 

The exercises were laid out using cones at different sections 
around the track. The morning exercises consisted of a 

straight, tight slalom, a slalom on an increasing radius turn, 
braking while turning, and threshold braking. The after­
noon exercises included another threshold braking exercise, 
a slalom in a decreasing radius turn, obstacle avoidance, 
and an emergency lane change. In addition to these cone 
killing challenges (and I certainly bagged my quota), a 
skid pad was employed to demonstrate oversteer and 
understeer and to practice correction techniques. The skid 
pad's low-friction surface and sprinkling system allowed 
these dynamics to occur at safe, low speeds. The skid pad 
proved to be an excellent tool, and thrilling too. The rain 
that soaked us Saturday afternoon cleared overnight, 
leaving behind a sunny, cool Sunday. Perfect for a Driver's 
School. I now found myself lapping the Jefferson Circuit 
at far higher speeds than on Saturday, but was at ease, 
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Headquarters 
The headquarters hotel is the Sheraton Premiere, 
located at 8661 Leesburg Pike in Vienna (Tyson's 
Corner), Virginia. The Sheraton Premiere is only 20 
minutes from downtown Washington and offers shuttle 
service to and from Dulles International Airport every 
hour on the hour. It features two pools (indoor and 
outdoor), two bars, and two restaurants, as well as 
shuttle service to the Washington subway and the 
Tyson's Corner shopping center. We've obtained rates of 
$85 per night for Oktoberfest '96, a discount of 40 
percent from the normal room rate. To make your 
reservations, call the Sheraton at (800)572-ROOM and 
mention BMW CCA for this special rate. 

Events 
The Drivers' School will be held at Summit Point 
Raceway in West Virginia, a little over an hour from the 
Sheraton. The fee for the drivers' school is $100 ($125 
after July 1), and we can accommodate 160 students, so 
be sure to register early. Each student will have one 
instructor for the day, and the curriculum will include 
classroom and skidpad sessions. For information on 
instructing, call the Oktoberfest hotline at (301)681-
UBMW. 

The Safety School will be put on by Car Guys, Inc. 
Each session is half a day long and features classroom 
sessions, lane-change and braking exercises, and time 
in the "slide car." The safety school is a great opportunity 
to learn about handling skids, stopping quickly and in 
control, and reacting to obstacles. The fee for the safety 
school is $40 ($50 after July 1); we can accommodate 
48 students per day, so sign up early. 

The Autocross will use the standard Oktoberfest car 
classification system. When you register, we'll send you 
a car classification form, which you must bring with you 
to when you register with us at the Sheraton. Cars are 
divided into groups based on model and then into 
preparation level based on how much they've been 
modified. Non-BMWs are welcome but are not eligible 
for trophies. Your confirmation packet will tell you which 
day you're scheduled for the autocross. 

The TSD Rally is a simple, trap-free event run through 
the Virginia horse country west of Washington. The first 
half of the rally will use closed controls (where you just 
drive past the control without stopping), and the second 
half will use a Monte Carlo format, where you're given 
the mileage and time to each control and the challenge 
is to pass the control (again without stopping) at exactly 
the right time. 

The Gymkhana, as well as the Trashsports Carnival 
and Remote-Control led Car event, will be held on a 
parking lot at the Tyson's II shopping center, a few 
blocks from the Sheraton. These should be a lot of fun 
for everyone. To participate, just sign up at these events. 

The Photo Contest, Model Car Concours, Tech 
Sessions, and Vendor Exhibits will be held in the 
Sheraton's Junior Ballroom throughout the week. To 
enter the photo contest or the model car concours, sign 
up and submit your entries at registration. The deadline 
for entries is noon on Tuesday, August 13. For informa­
tion on vendor exhibits and tech sessions, call Mike 
Gayle at (703)451-9192. 

The Fun Rally, Trivia Contest, and Scavenger Hunt 
can be run any time during the week. Instructions will be 
included in your registration packet; to enter, just follow 
the instructions and submit your entries by 5:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 15. Sign up for BMW NA Test Drives 
at the desk in the hotel lobby. 

Please indicate which of the Social Events you'll be 
attending when you register. We'll have receptions on 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday evenings and meals on 
Wednesday and Friday nights. The cost of these events 
is included in the registration fee. Thursday night, we'll 
gather by the Sheraton's indoor pool to swap stories 
(you're on your own for food and drink). 

Regalia (Merchandise) 
Please order merchandise when you register. Supplies 
are limited: if you don't order in advance, we may run out 
of some items during the event. All of the following bits 
of memorabilia sport the Oktoberfest '96 logo, and prices 
include sales tax: 

Item Colors Sizes Price 
T-shirt steel blue S-XXL $ 12.95 

coral mist S-XXL $ 12.95 
Polo shirt white S-XXL $ 32.95 
Zippered 

helmet bag royal $ 25.95 
Folding track 

chair black $ 59.95 
Hat khaki $ 12.95 
Mug white $ 12.95 
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The Concours d'Elegance will be held at the Evans 
Farm Inn, approximately 3 miles from the Sheraton. 
Standard Oktoberfest classes (Clean, Super Clean, and 
Concours) will be used. If you would like to judge the 
concours, call Paul Vessels at (202)726-7971. 
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