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quicker from rest and a set of 8.5"-wide wheels with appro-
priately wide track tires was acquired to prevent the waste of
valuable momentum in turns. By now the increased track
and autocross usage was reflected in the service regimen.
Brake pads were replaced more often, as were the oil and
[ubricants. Front sway bar links seemed to go with regularity,
both sides needing replacement twice that year. Eventualy,
al of the swaybar mounts needed repair and reinforcement
(honestly, BMWs were never designed to be shod with race
rubber and flung around a racetrack without some sort of
beefing up.) The pesky auxiliary fud pump was also
replaced, and with it went the sporadic, yet always inoppor-
tune fud starvation malady. Other items replaced were the
fan clutch, water pump, CV joints, and the service interval
board nicads, solving a couple of instrument cluster glitches.
Front brake rotors were replaced after nearly 30K miles of
hard (insane?) usage. A mild rear ender dictated the replace-
ment of the cat and exhaust system, unfortunate since both
were in great shape &fter all

of this time, a testament to

OEM quality.

1994 saw a sharp increase in

track and autocross participa-

tion, and with it an increased

pace in the service regimen.

Service fdl into two cate-

gories: maintenance or to

replace items seeing increased

stress.  Falling into the latter

category were another guibo

replacement, another set of

support arms, hub replacements, a new diff mount, and
more front stabilizer links. The rod bearings and oil pump
were replaced and &fter a suitable break-in interval a switch
to Mobil 1was made. This allowed the oil pressure to come
up alittle more quickly and gave me a little more piece of
mind & the track. Also, to reduce stress on me, a Sparco
Supersport seat and real seat harnesses were installed. No
more would | have to peer over my left shoulder to see
where | was going when rounding the Carousel a Summit
Point. Maintenance included brake caliper rebuilds, lots of
brake pads, lots of motor oil, and more brake fluid flushes
than would seem rational. The taly a year's end showed
no mgjor breaks but two autocross class championships, an
Ofest autocross class win, and nearly thirty track days for
the 10 year-old blue pig.

In 1995 the pace became even greater, although driver's
schools greatly outnumbered autocrosses, and the increased
activity less than subtly took itstoll on the 11-year old car.
Sway bar links were ill replaced like clockwork, but now
bigger things were beginning to go, too. The steering box
attachment on the front subframe broke and needed welding
and reinforcement. The clutch was findly replaced, after
175K miles (), not due to wear but due to contamination by
gear lube from aleaky input seal in the transmission. The
brake accumulator (bomb) went, the symptom being an
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urgent need for lots of brake pedal pressure, and the
urgency necessitated by the fact that the symptom appeared
a the end of Mid-Ohio's main straight. And then came the
weekend from Hell, down a Road Atlanta, where, fird the
front nose gets rearranged in the parking lot, my student
loses it, a strut tube fractures, luckily on a cool-down lap,
demanding a replacement be scrounged and installed in the
Paddock on Sunday evening (I drew a nice crowd of specta-
tors, too), and a valve burns, forcing me to drive Audi-style
through the night, and with no heat due to a stuck heater
valve, up to Winchester, and arriving an hour or so before
our Columbus Day school. Not even a cold beer was of any
relief (not that morning, that evening!)

Well, after weeks of scrounging for dl of the necessary parts,
the motor was replaced with a big-valve 35 liter, the job
being finished an hour before leaving for Bridgehampton!
The weekend was, surprisingly uneventful, although | did
notice that, while on the track,
my left hand stayed on the
steering wheel more often
| rather that gesturing out of
the driver's window. All was
well, or so | thought. Later
that week, after unloading the
car, | noticed a bit more nega-
tive camber in the rear. Upon
closer inspection, | was aghast
to find the rear subframe
fractured just inboard of the
right trailing arm. It let go
completely just a few yards
from the repair shop. It was eventually replaced, just in time
for the Winter from Hell.

'tinta'sTurn 4.

Now it's 1996, and so far I've had to re-weld and reinforce
a front sway bar mount, the right strut tube began to crack
and needed replacement and reinforcement, an engine
mounting arm needed replacement, and the CV joints needed
re-greasing. This in addition to the regular oil and lube
changes. 750iL front brakes were installed, a vast improve-
ment over stock, and a revamping of the rear brakes is
under consideration, as well as a refurbishing of the limited
dlip. And then maybe there's the exhaust system work, since
the cat innards are somewhere in the rear muffler, unless
they fdl out of the cracks. And maybe I'll get a chip,

and then....

| guess it'll never end, unless | take up knitting as a hobby
instead.

Postscript. Many, many thanks to Don Miller at Blue Ridge
Sports Cars, Ltd., who never ceases to be amazed at what |
need repaired, and usualy at the lat moment, to Tommy of
Tommy's Specialties, who's aways had the part I've needed,
and dl of you Chapter members who I've preyed upon for
aid and comfort throughout. You'l probably be hearing
from me soon...
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Body and paint

repair specialists

The best in used cars

And. of course, complete
leasing services. The ultimate
dealer for the ultimate
driving rmachines

Virginia dealer

license #976

Extraordinary
personal aftention
to meet the needs of the
discerning driver. Service
by factory trained BMW experts.
Professional service by
professionals. Huge parts
inventory. Car stereo.
Accessories.

"The World of BMW and nothing less."

OF FAIRFAX
560-2300

! 5z« AND REFINISHING, INC.

7406-7408 Westmore Road - _
e R Last year the BMWCCA supported us
HOURS: 8:30 — 6:00 with over $50,000 in parts and service

ESTIMATES: 9:00 — 5:00
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Saturday By Appointment Only sales. Thru 12/31/95 we will continue to

extend to BMWCCA members a 15%

We Have Expanded ; _
P discount on ANY parts or service work.

We Now Offer:
Rust Proofing Exterior Polishing
Glass Repairs Used Body Parts e ey ) wros
terior Cleaning:  (BMW-Mercedes.Voiva) There really is a dealer who appreciates

Rental Cars at Low Rates your business. Give us the opportunity
Shuttle to Rockville Metro
to show YOU.
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Rt. 1 Arlington, VA  (703) 684-8500
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The BMW E1
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Customer

Relations
Office

It you have a problem with your BMW
that your dealer seems unable to
solve, BMW of North America, Inc.
has people who may help. Call or
wrrite:

BMW of North America, Inc.
Customer Assistance Center
P.0. Box 1227

Westwood, NJ 07675-1227

800-831-1117

Free

Chapter Window

Stickers!

Send SASE to:

Mike Dulisse,

918 Bayberry Drive
Arnold, MD 21012
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