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Editor's Notes 
1980 OFFICERS SOUGHT 

J u s t a reminder about October ' s meeting — 
e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s . The Nat ional Cap i t a l 
Chapter i s one of the o l d e s t in the BMW 
Car Club of America, a l s o one of the l a r g 
e s t . Without your he lp , the chapter 
could fold. Nominations w i l l be open for 
P r e s i d e n t , Vice -Fres iden t , Sec re ta ry , and 
Treasu re r . This i s a c a l l for a l l who have 
benef i t ed from the c lub in t h e p a s t t o give 
something in the future—a l i t t l e time and 
energy t o l ead t h e c lub through 1980, 

To l e t you know what you would be in fo r , 
t h e Nat ional o f f i c e r s have s e t minimum 
s tandards for l o c a l chap te r s to meet: 
There must be a bus ines s meeting and/or 
a c t i v i t y each q u a r t e r . There must be a 
n e w s l e t t e r each q u a r t e r . Ce r t a in r e p o r t s 
must be f i l ed with the n a t i o n a l o f f i ce each 
yea r . 

Consider what you expect from the club in 
1980 and a t t end the October meet ing. I f 
you can no t make the meeting, the club 
o f f i c e r s w i l l g lad ly take your ohone c a l l s . 

Speaking of 1980, the news le t t e r e d i t o r 
a l s o w i l l r e t i r e a t t h e end of t h i s y e a r . 
I f you ' r e i n t e r e s t e d in wr i t i ng and/or com
p i l i n g m a t e r i a l w r i t t e n by o t h e r s , perus ing 
every other c h a p t e r s ' news le t t e r s for hot 
i tems, ge t t i ng an e a r l y peak a t the c l a s s i 
f i e d s , and seeing your name in p r i n t , c a l l 
the e d i t o r for in fo . 

more tech tips 

INERTIA HEEL SEAT BELTS 

The automatic seat belt must only be subjected 
to an energy absorbing strain once. After, 
any head-on, rear-end, or side-swipe or side-
on collision more serious than just a bump when 
parking the car, in other words if any defor
mation is detected at the front radiator bulk
head or any wavy surfaces noted on the rear side 
panels, the automatic reel seat belt (diagonal 
and fixed lower section) must be renewed. 

Always scrap the old belt (removed from the car 
after impact or collision or rendered useless 
in some other way) immediately so that it can
not accidentally be re-used. The automatic 
reel assembly needs no maintenance at all, and 
must not be opened. 

Service Bulletin from 
BMW NA 

CALENDAR 
OCT 16 BMd Monthly Meeting 8?M 

Elec t ion of I960 Officers 
Diamond Head Restaurant 
69OO Wisconsin Ave 
Chevy Chase 

OCT 26 DEADLINE DER R1YERISCHE 
OCT 27 Oktoberfes t 

Autoy & AutoWerke (see p .8 ) 
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racing report 
BMW Wins Road Am 

BMW took 2 of t h e top h p o s i t i o n s a t the 
Road America IMSA race in Wisconsin on 
September 1 . David Hobbs and co -d r ive r 
Derek B e l l won t h e 500 mile race in t h e i r 
turbo-charged 320i . Then came two Por
ches and in l i th , the Jim Busby BMW M-l. 
I t was the second 1 s t p lace f i n i sh of the 
year for t h e h-cylinder 32Oi a g a i n s t the 
more powerful 6 -cy l inder Porsches . I t 
was t h e 3rd U.S. appearance for the M-l, 
and the second time i t f in ished in t h e top 
h p o s i t i o n s . 

At Road At l an t a September 23 , the Hobbs 
320i made ano ther s t rong showing, f i n i s h 
ing 3rd. That f i n i s h , combined with the 
win in Wisconsin, helped push David Hobbs 
up to Uth p lace in t h e 1979 IMSA GT s tand
ings , a f t e r some bad luck in J u l y and 
August. Jim Busby en te red the 320i in t h e 
Georgia r a c e , bu t h i s BMW was r e t i r e d when 
the brake l i n e broke a f t e r being h i t from 
behind. 

3MW/NA-sponsored ca rs next appear a t 
Daytona November 25 . 

C0ND0 FOR BIMMERS 

Those who at tended the Oktoberfest undoubted
l y no t iced how many BMWs l i v e in the Boston 
a r e a . Wonder how they keep those 633CSi's 
so c lean and shiney in crowded downtown Bos
ton? They buy condominums for t h e i r c a r s . 

A Unique condominium for ca r s has been e s 
t a b l i s h e d on Beacon H i l l . For $8,500 you 
can buy a parking space (plus $66/month 
condo fee for garage maintenance) . I t ' s 
c a l l e d the Brimmer S t r e e t Garage,( could 
be known as Bimmer S t r e e t ) . Rumor has i t 
t h e most popular r e s i d e n t i s Mercedes . . . 
bu t fol lowing c l o s e l y i s BMW. 

By the way, fo r a l l t h a t money, you do get 
v a l e t parking and the corners and poles 
a r e wrapped in orange ca rpe t to c u t down 
on s c r a t c h e s . The 171-square- foot u n i t s 
a re r e p o r t e d l y s e l l i n g f a s t . . . l couple buy
ing 5 spaces t o s t o r e 3 Maserat is and 2 
F e r r a r i s . 

OUR MESSAGE IS SIMPLE 
The be3t place to buy a car i s 

Route SO 
& Shot T o w n Road 

(Next to HOWARD JOHNSON'S) 

ANNAPOLIS 

TOLL FREE PHONES 
Annapolis Area 

757-6300 
Baltimore Area 

97U-6S00 
Washington Area 

261-2552 
Eastern Shore Area 

822-8258 

GENDERSON BMW Gives Spec ia l Cons idera t ion to BMWCCA Members 
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WHY YOUR TRANSMISSION 
FEELS SHIFTLESS 

by Thomas B. Nast 
Puget Sound BMWACA 

A complaint I hear frequently about BMWs 
which have accumulated a few miles is that the 
shifting has grown balky. The synchronizers are 
said not to be synchronizing, or new noises are 
perceived, or it just doesn't "feel" like when it 
was new. The synchromesh rings are almost 
always blamed, but they don't always deserve 
it. This article will endeavor to explain what is 
going on down there, and identify the potential 
trouble areas. 

A gearbox is a device about which an intim
idating mystique has developed, but it is basic
ally very simple. The input shaft (2) receives 
power (rotation) from the clutch (1). Thus, 
whenever the clutch is fully disengaged there is 
not power being fed into the front of the gear
box. The input shaft has a gear on the end of it 
(3), inside the gearbox. This gear is in perman
ent mesh with the gear on the end of the 
layshaft (4). Whenever the clutch is engaged 

the layshaft is in motion. The layshaft perman 
ently rums gears on the output shaft (5), which 
looks like it is attached to the input shaft but in 
fact is not — it is separated by a bearing, and is 
coupled to the input shaft only when fourth 
gear is selected. So, in neutral position clutch 
engaged, the input shaft, layshaft and output 
shaft gears are all spinning. How does one 
select a gear? Moving the gearshift lever causes 
a shaft to move a fork, which pushes a ring over 

the synchromesh (squeezing it) and into some 
teeth. This couples the spinning gear through 
the sliding assembly to the output shaft itself, 
because the sliding assembly is affixed to the 
shaft. In this manner, power reaches the drive-
shaft. 

It is the job of the synchromesh ring to 
equalize the speed of the output shaft (sliding 
assembly) with the input shaft, which is turning 
that free-spinning gear. By so doing, gear clash 
is prevented. This job is made difficult by the 
fact that while the input shaft is not turning 
much (clutch disengaged) the output shaft is 
turning at a speed directly proportional to 
speed of the rear wheels. Remember, the rear 
wheels are mechanically coupled directly to the 
output shaft. The synchros have a rather brutal 
job to perform, and it is worth reminding read
ers that all-synchro transmissions are a relative
ly current development. 

The following is a list of problems. It is pro
bably not exhaustive, but covers 99% of the 
problems which arise. Unfortunately, it is usual
ly the case that whatever the problem is, the 
cure will be expensive and/or a hard, dirty job 
to fix. 

SYNCH RINGS - these abused souls wear 
out periodically in the Porsche-type gearboxes, 
which were used until about 1972. The more 
abuse they receive, the shorter they last, the 
range being roughly 40,000 to 100,000 milesJ 
There is no cure but replacement. Datsun rings 
are not recommended, as they are quite stiff at 
first due to slightly different dimension, and 
have been known to quit early in their BMW 
careers. The later, notchier-shifting Borg-War
ner type synchros rarely break or wear out. 
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