














THE 323i: BMW'S LITTLE TIGER 
by Bill Via 

The long awaited 3231 has been unleashed in Europe and the 
U.K., and examples have been tested by British automotive 
journalists, reports having appeared in Car (April 1978) and 
Motor (May 27, 1978), among other places. The car, you 
may recall from your readings elsewhere, has a 2.3 litre six-
cylinder engine, Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection, and a belt-
driven overhead cam. And, according to the reviews I have 
read, the performance of this little machine will gladden the 
hearts of all devotees of the late and much lamented 2002 t i i . 
For example, there is unanimous agreement that the factory-
claimed top speed of 118 mph is conservative, with 122-25 
being more like it. Similarly, th 0-60 mph factory figure of 
9.2 is high by a full second, at least. See the table for selected 
data. 

Performance: Specifications: 

Max speed, mph 124 BHP/rpm 143/6000 (DIN) 
0-60 mph, sec 8.2 Torque, lb f t / rpm 140/4500 
0-100 mph, sec 25.2 Comp ratio 9.5 to 1 
1/4 mi, sec 16.1 Final drive ratio 3.45 to 1 
1/4 mi, term spd 84 Curb weight, lb 2575 
Mpg (U.S. gal.) 16.7 Test weight, lb 2745 

The figures are impressive enough in any case, but it should 
be noted that the test car carried the additional weight of 
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Electronic Ignition 

I have recently installed an "opto-electric" ignition system 
in my >71 2002. The unit is sold by Allison Automotive 
and has operated flawlessly for 3 months. The detector unit 
uses an infrared sensor to trigger the spark plugs at precisely 
the correct interval regardless of any dust, moisture, or dis­
tr ibutor shaft wear — all of which influence the sensitive 
operation of ordinary ignition points. Addit ionally, this 
optical system has no effect on tachometers and should 
outlast any vehicle as there are no wearing surfaces or moving 
parts. As a matter of fact, the system is guaranteed for as long 
as you own it and for a modest fee ($2.00) it can be adapted 
to an engine with a Different number of cylinders. 

The installation takes about an hour with easy to fol low 
instructions. Two of the three pieces f i t inside the distributor 
and the third can be attached either inside the engine com­
partment (as I did) or just inside the passenger compartment. 
Reinstallation of the points requires only a screwdriver and 
a few minutes t ime; however, I don't believe I'll ever go back 
to points and condenser. 

. This system requires no maintenance. Simply install it, set 
the t iming, and go. Think of the time and trouble you' l l 
save to say nothing of the expense of points and condensers 
over the life of your car. 

Allison's "opto-electric" system is $39.95 and includes ship­
ping UPS. On-a per mile basis, I consider the increased per­
formance and low maintenance a good investment for the 
BMW enthusiast. 

Bill Proffitt 
Smoky Mountain Chapter 

BACK—IN EUROPE, AT LEAST 

optional air conditioning and electric windows. The test c f l 
was also fitted with a four-speed manual transmission, but a 
Getrag five-speed is optional, at least in Europe and the U.K. 
Other optional equipment includes power steering and Mahle 
wheels. 

The suspension of the 323i is reportedly firmer than that of 
the other 3-series models, the 323i util izing stronger shock 
absorbers and stiffer anti-sway bars at both the front and 
rear. In addition, the new model has 10.0 inch diameter disc 
brakes at the rear, as well as a pair of 10.2 inch diameter 
ventilated discs in front. The resulting package, I discern 
f rom the reports, is a splendid road machine in the best 
BMW tradit ion. There are, however, a few criticisms. The 
six-cylinder engine is reportedly noisy compared to the larger 
BMW sixes — but quite acceptable when compared to the 
fours. The heater can't be fine tuned and the ventilation 
system is lacking, according to the reports. 

In basic t r im, the price of the 323i in the U.K. is $9774, 
and the Special Car Tax and Value Added Tax put the figure 
that the Englishman pays at $11,436. Very pricey, the English 
say. 

Will we get the 323i and, i f so, when? We had better, and 
soon, i f BMW wants to retain its performance minded clien­
tele. But, only the gnomes of Bavaria know for sure. 

Squeaking Front Brakes? 

I f your 2002's f ront brakes squeak excessively, t ry BMW 
part number 34-11-1-116-007 at $1.09 each (4 reg'd). I f 
all components are in good shape these should quiet things 
down considerably. These shims do not stick to the brake 
pads, they do not melt and disintegrate like Teflon or other 
materials, so they can be used over again. 

Mike Yaskin 
Del. Valley Chapter 

(Con't. on pg. 11) 

H£ JUST CALLED HiS WIFE. TO ASK I f HE. COCi-D BU7 « MEW 
530'" - , AMD ALL THPT 5H£ -SAID WftS " DOrJT OEDtR Y tLLOw! " 

(From the Madison Chap. Npuslottor) 



TEST DRIVE THE LUXURY 
COUPE THAT'S AS EXCITING 
TO DRIVE AS IT IS TO SIT IN. 

What makes the BMW 633CSi 
so rare among the world's luxury 
coupes is that while all affect the racy 
lines and the trappings of the true GT 
car, the BMW 633CSi truly is one. 

In proclaiming the BMW Coupe 
the best GT car in the world, Town & 
Country magazine's automotive 
authority put it this way: "Before ad­
vertising people learned that you can 
apply any 
name to 

kind of car, GT stood for Grand 
Touring, which, simply stated, means 
a closed, two-door car with consider-' 
able style and considerable perfor­
mance.. . I can't think of a better ex­
pression of the GT idea than this car." 

If the thought of own-^ 
mg such a-car intrigues 
you, call us and we II 
arrange a thorough test 

drive for you. 
1WHIMUIIMMKI 

Bavarian Motor Works. Munich. Germany 

ian this car." 

phone: 560-2300 

manhattan 
me. ""/auto 

wayne kaufman 
B.M.W. sales 

8427 lee highway 
fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Manhattan Auto Offers Special Consideration to BMWCCA Members 
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Handy Tap for Instrument Lighting 

If you need a tap into the instrument lighting circuit so 
that you can vary the brightness of auxiliary gauge i l lumi­
nation or put a small lamp that shines on the ignition lock 
(as on Bavarias) on the steering column, it's easy. 

Under the driver's side dash, right above the steering column 
tube, is an unused quick-disconnect plug with two or three 
gray-blue wires going into it. It's taped to one of the factory 
wiring harnesses. If you have an automatic transmission, 
a wire wi l l be plugged in here to supply variable voltage to 
your shift quadrant light. At any rate, the circuit will handle 
a couple more instrument lamps without problems. 

from New Jersey 
Bulletin 

Not for Oil Burners 

The use of synthetic oil in transmission was also suggested 
by Bence Boeleskevy in his Roundel article. Bence told me 
it wil l help shifting problems experienced in the later, post-
1974 non-Porsche synchro, 2002 transmissions. A few mem­
bers have told me that they have experienced shifting prob­
lems when they changed their transmission lube using the 
heavy 80 straight weight non-hypoid stuff Bob Yohe has 
been selling. These problems have been particularly notice­
able on cold mornings. Changing to a thinner synthetic lubri­
cant may solve your problems. Please report on any results. 

Eric Schognholtz 
Connecticut Valley Chapter 

Those Infamous Output Flanges 

In the September Roundel, E.R. Goza of the Central Florida 
Chapter requested owners o f 2002s and Tiis to tell h im when 
they experienced output shaft and flange failure. The first 
30 replies established the mean failure mileage at 48,763, 
and the average repair cost: $417. Better take a look. 

Rain Roof 

You say you never really did trust that silly metal panel to 
be watertight, eh? Well, i f your sun-roof has turned into a 
rain-roof, as mine did this summer, here's what to check. 

Under each front fender well there is a small (7-9 mm) hose 
with a dangling open end, this nose must be in a vertical 
position (open end pointing down). Clear of all debris, road 
dirt, moths, etc., etc. This hose goes through the window 
pillar and connects to the two drain troughs in the corners 
of the roof opening. Clean the hose wi th a coat hanger to 
remove accumulated debris (the right hose was packed solid 
for the last 4 mm with debris). Check by carefully pouring 
water in each drain trough and watching it run unrestricted 
out the tubes. 

Dry Sailing!!! 

Mike Yaskin 
Del. Valley Chapter 
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Dick Chichester 
S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 

A U T O I N S U R A N C E A < ? E N T 

;•;• Ht lBHMAN BMW, INC. 
;•;• 3 1 5 A J E F F E R S O N D A V I S H I G H W A Y 
;•;• A R L I N G T O N . VA 2 2 2 0 2 684-85CXO ;X 

fc/AW IS&7TA -p*RBO 

SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 

1978 RACING SCHEDULE 

SUMMIT POINT RACEWAY 

Rain or Shine 

June 24,25 
July 22,23 
Aug. 26, 27 
Sept. 16, 17 
Oct. 14,15 

USRRCt 
MARRS* 
USRRCf 
MARRS* 
MARRS* 

*Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Series 

tUnited States Road Racing 
Championship 

Advance sale ticket available at all 
TICKETRON locations and participating 
automotive outlets. Free parking, free 
camping, free paddock admission. 
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BMW BMW CAR CLUB 
OF AMERICA, INC. 
Two Brewer St. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION 

Please accept this application for membership in the BMW Car 
Club of America and the National Capital Chapter. 

Signature: 

Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: __ 

State: _ Zip 

Model of BMW: 

Year: Ser. No. 

Model of BMW: 

Year: Ser. No. 

Your check payable to BMWCCA must accompany this 
application. 

Joining during: 

NOV—FEB 23.50; MAR—MAY 19.00; JUN—OCT 14.50 
This covers your initiation fee of $2.50 plus both National 
Capital Chapter and National dues to the end of the current 
calendar year. 

SPECIALIZING IN CHINESE 

KKII81 SZE CNIU CIISIK 

DiomowJlfetii 
WTTH INTtNNATlONAL PAVOfVTgt 

MOTK OMNKS 
ROMANTIC ATMOWMEflf 

COCKTAIL t-LUHCHtt-OmHtn 

IUAU ROOM M f CUL — 
•UNOAY FA MA. Y M t C U l 

AU. YOU CAN IAT 

AT WAWIIMU men 
M M . 

656-3161 
wmcottm AVL. o*v> CHAM 

Box 685 
Arlington, Va. 

2221 6 

BULK RATE 
U.S. Pos tage 

PAID 
Arlington, Va. 
Permit »2314 

C. E l d r e d & W. R i b l e t t 
Main S t r e e t - On t h e G r e e n 
S h a r o n , C o n n . 06069 

7HS& 
pufcb 

1-2.70 

NEXT MEETING: 
DATE: FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1978 
TIME: 8:00 P.M. 
PLACE: ROCKVILLE COMMUNITY CEI 
PROGRAM: WINE & CHEESE PARTY 

(In lieu of regular meeting) 

WWgv /tfy> A/o* Drawn ~h> rSeale.... 


